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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

To Governor Graham^ 

GuerHfrf, May 28, 173/- 

Ha£> laii night, tfie mis- 
fortune of lofing you fo 
fuddeniy, that \ was de- 
{wWed even of an oppor- 
tunity to thank you for 
the pleafure of a day, you 
ntribltted to make entirely 
delightful. 

Much lefs could t rccoUe^ a particular 

f Ihtle rcafon, why, inftead of waiting on you,. 

to day, to that double elegance of taftc,, 

which a dinner, at your houfe, is fure to en- 

Vol. II. B tertam 
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2 Original Letters. 

,tertditt with, I can only hdve the honour to 
,beg admiflion, for an hcur, or two, in thft 
afternoon, about tea-time. 

In the Interim, as no part of the day can 
the better emplc^ed, than in promoting your 
health, or your happinefs, I have inclofed a 
direction for making that fpirit, which I rc- 
, commended to your ufe j and which, were 
its efe0s to be meafured, by the extent of 
my good •wifhes^ would have virtues^ as un- 
common as the fine qualities, which diftin- 
guiih your family. I am» with great truth 
and refped. 

Sir, 

Tour mofi obedient. 

Himbk Servant t 

A. Hill, 
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Origikal Letteks.- J 

To Mr. Rich, 

By the return -of a fervant, who goea 
back to my daughter'?, I have defired 
my brother to fend up this letter, as ibon as 
it comes to his hands, and to call on 3rou, 
next Tburfdi^, in the morning, for Ca/oTt 
and for your re&ilution, concerning him ; 
and, at the fame time, in dilcharge of my 
promife, I fend you a few remarks on the 
feven obfervations, you fubjoined to your 
letter; but which I cannot compel myfelf 
to conlider, as yours ; for, in Oiort, th^ nd- 
ther carry your good-natiirft nor your ^wrf- 
bree^ng. 

The firft is a fpecions, yet precipitate, 
note ; — becaufc, though Cafar^ for politi- 
cal reafons, united, in his perfon, the reli^' 
euiy as well as the d'oH and military dilHnc- 
tions, there was nothing more frequent with, 
him, in the exalted degrees of his life, than 
to neglect and defpife the fuperftitious low 
crafts of the priejiboody and that of the au' 
gurs, in particular ; witnefs his erufit iatiorat 
cum voh, and many other examples, which 
3 2 the 
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4 ORicrsAi. Letters^ 

the tf^V(9or Ihould have noted in hiftorjr:: 
— - yet this article, I think it more prudent 
to give up, than defend, becaufe the objec- 
tor's miftake was an eafy one — and an,<7a— 
dience may, as readily, fall into it, as he did_ 
i~- I will, therefore, in place of the firit 
fcene, introduce a quite ne-w one, that Jhalt 
be equally fhort, and much, more al»ming, 
and neceflary. 

The fecond obfervatlcsj - Is cwnpofed c^ 
three errors, the effefts <£ too hafty and 
negligent reading j for, as toCa^'us's making- 
no confiderable figure, nor Bfvtus^ (6 grand 
as he ought, it is a wonder to me haw thfr 
ehjf0or can have failed to difcern,. that it ii^ 
Caffiuiy who, by attempting TorhiUiUy occa- 
fions a difcovery, upon which, and the ulfr 
diat Calphurnia makes of it, turns the tra- 
gical, catafiropbe of the Play, For, who is 
it, but CafihiSy that brings over Brutus? 
who, but Cafftui^ recovers him back to the. 
emfpiraton ? (after Cafar had reclaimed hiiifc 
as his fin) -- who is it, but Caffius^ tl^t, by 
artful and well-covered fubtlety, compels- 
him into a rational and firm dijbeliefoi the 
alarming and paternal pretenfions of Cafar ? 
And pray, who is C^^»i,,that pafiions and 
ai^onsy 
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Original Letters. ' 5 

aftiohs, fo fignificant and weighty as thefe, 
ifhould not (hew him, at Icaft, as confidera- 
fole as he ought to be fliewn ? As to Bru- 
/us, himfclf, I can, by no means, allow, that 
lie makes a Icfs figore, in the Pife/, than he 
did in Rome, at the time which the Tra- 
gedy refers to. He was not yet at the 
head cf his parties and armies. To be fure, 
he is (and fhould be) a figur? inferior to 
Cafar. But here lies the triie /faring of 
thefe errors, in judg:nent ; — The Brutus 
and Cq0us of Sbakej^ear have been injudici- 
oufly exalted above Cafar, — and, therefor'c, 
the objeSior has been milled to qbferye, with- 
out due obfcrvation : And the fame, again, 
he has done, in the chfe of this article \ for, 
■what more than cyphers^ could, or ought^ 
the reft of the confpirators be made, after 
Cafar, and Brutus, and Cajjius, and three or 
four other charafters of the Tragedy, have 
fciecn fupplied to the demand of their dig- 
nity. 

The third article grows fo Icind, as to al- 
low popularity and feme grandeur to the fen- 
timents ; but then it objefls, thi^ a line /o/?, 
for vrant of attention, would endanger hfing 
the fenfc of the whole. And pray, of what 
B 3 lentjments 
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6 Original Letters. 

fentiments in nature might not the fanx 
thing have htcn.faid? — ofmoft, indeed, 
with Icfs injuftice, than of thole in my Tra- 
gedy J becaufe I have obferved a particular 
caution, to make few of them contain above 
one line, or two, before the fenfcclofesya//— 
and a refting paufe prepares the attention for 
new ones. And, as they are moft of them, 
to be fpokcn by received aSiorSy to whom 
an audience is accuftomed to liften, the like- 
lyhood is not great, that they Ihould miis 
the attention of a boufe, on this particular 
occaiipn. 

I can't forbear to cry out againft the 
fourth articlei as a very miftaken one, be- 
caufe I took care of nothing fo much, as 
to avoid all obfcurity, and rejefted all fenti- 
ments, but fuchas arofe naturally out of the 
cccafion ; and, furely, Cafar, (confeiTed, by 
Cicero, to be the fiaeft Orator of Rome) may, 
nay ought, to exprefs himfclf y?rong-/)i ; yet, 
I think, he is every where without affeSia- 
iion-~\ am fure, without fwelling or wander- 
ing. The ohjeSor muft have read him, 
with flxange haile and prgudice, which, in- 
deed, he becomes fenfible of, in the clofe of 
the article, and invalidates his preceding o- 
pjnion, by a better. 

Ax.L 
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Original Let'teri. 7 

All his fifth obfervatlon is exceedmgly 
wrong : forj when Cafar defpifes the fane-. 
tion of an oath from Marc jintbonyy he tells 
him, nobly and openly, the reafon, (viz,) 
he does not doubt or fufpe£t him.™On the 
contrary, when he puts the rejirtnnt oi za^ 
oatha upon the paffionate beat ofCalpk^mai 
he docs not only ^^t and dijiruft her, but 
he declares it to her, over and over. Be-. 
£des, is it not natural to hope the iureft and 
ilrongeft eifeds of an oath, irom the fuperr 
Aitious and dmid difpofidon of woman ! 
Cafar knew fuperftition to be charaderiftic 
and ftrong, in Calpburnia j and he knew, 
too, that this was ^uite the reverfc in Marc_ 

But, what an undifcerning and weak ob- 
fervation, is the fixth ! Cafar oppofes and 
braves the confpiracy, indeed — yet he does 
not do it like a madman, but like a man of 
refleftion, and %foldier. ---His army was to 
march, the next morning, againft Partbia 1 
if he headed them not under the title of 
JCiNG (which muil this day, if to any pur- 
pofe, be conftrrcd on him in the fenatc) the 
panic fright (jf the legions, from the Sybilline 
p-o^ecy^ in ^vour of the enemy, gave no 
B ^ hope 
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S 0lt|9IHAL I'STTEKS, 

hope to a judgment, io Jkilful as his was, 
that he could recover their J^rits^ fo as to 
ftipporC their accuftomod reputation in 
b»ttle. 

As tohisycwff of the eonjjnraters, he and 
(tvcry body knew, that he had fecured a ma-; 
jority of new (enators, (his own abfolute" 
creatures) exclufive of Brutus and Cafflus^ and 
iiMkfaBion i what rcafon then had he tq 
imagine, that the bands of that military ma- 
jority (for fuch they all, or moft of them, 
were) would not be found as aflive, In his 
defence, as their voices f — To be fure, it is 
one of tht moft remarkable iniUnces that 
ever was known, of the Ilupifying eife^ of 
alionijhment, that they all ihould fit ftUl, as 
they did, and not inftantly cut in pieces the 
inconfiderable number of confpirators, when. 
they faw them rife, to affaifinate their pa- 
tron. A man to whom they owed not only 
their ranky but their lands^ Uves, and luxury j 
and in whofe fall^ they were certain, they 
themfelves were involved, beyond pofliblr 
lity of efcaping deftruftion ! 

But the article clofcs with a pleafant re- 
mark, that T-T // is net Jo iK Sbakefpearf 
What ! 
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Original Letteki. 9 

What I — is SbaieJ^ear's Cajer, then, ccnno 
At laft, to be urged as 2. pattern / — a Play, 
wherein he (the greateft and moft renown'd 
of mankind) fuftains not fo much, as a third- 
rate figure, and yet gives his name to the 
Tragedy ! But fuch always were, and for 
ever will be the eiFefts of an implicit idola- 
try!— Suppofe 1 was iifiplinied to affirm, 
that it is fo in Sbakejpear. It might eafily 
enough be demonftratcd, that Cetjar\ there, 
a*5l8 with the fame rafli contempt of his 
danger, as he does in my Tragedy. But,. 
as this would be a defence that ought tq 
carry no weight, it is worth nobody's whild 
to make ufe of it. The reafons foregoing, 
are the true and the natural juftification of 
the conduft of Cafar^ in defpifing the con- 
ipirators j and they would ftand in the fame 
degree of unanfwerablc force, though a 
thouiand Shake/pears had written in direiS 
-Oppofition to their tendency. 

The fenxnth obfervation aflerts fo bold a 
miAake, as to faft, that I mufl concludek 
the ohjeBor^ never faw the French Phy^ 
which, he fays, this is built upon the plan 
of J for, excepting a very little in the firfi 
and third aft, there, is hardly a fyllable 
throughout. 
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throughout, but what is entirely the re^ 
verfe of the Frenchman's : and it is for 
that very reafon, that fo mzay Hani kaves 
were left, in the beginning of the copy, 
you have in your hands, for infcrting 
a letter to Mr. Voltaire, in vindication of 
the Tajis of our country, againft what he 
afferts to the people of France, in our pre- 
judice — that the Englijh, loving bloody 
ideas, in their Tragedies, he had given a 
true model of our tafte, in a wretch, who 
horribly perfifts in the murder of Cafar^ tho' 
convinced, and believing, that he is himfclf, 
Ha&fon of that Cafar. Now, to borrow the 
phrafe of the ol^eSior •- It is not fa^ inn^ 
tragedy. 

I HAVE done. Sir, — and, fince' you fee, 
with what flightnefs and negligence, the 
fuppofed judges, whofe opinions you truft, 
difcharge the office, which your want of 
leifure mif-beftows on their vanity, be fo 
friendly and good, as to do what I bcgg'd 
you to do, when I fent you ti|ie Play, (and 
which, I am fure, you have not found time 
for) read it alone, and attentively, yourfclf ; 
You have a knoM^edge of the ftage, that 
cannot fuffer you not to feel the eiFed it 
wUl 



dt, Google 



Original Letters." ■ ii 

wiUhave on an audience — and then d<^ter- 
mine of its worth, as you find it engage or 
not engage yoar own paffions. I am. 

Sir, 

Tour mojl obedient^ 

Humble Servants ... 

A. Hill. 



To Mr. Mallet. 

I Had read, dear Sir^ fome time ago, ia 
one of the public papers, the new ally- 
ance, you are entered, irftpi but haying not 
yet been in London, where I muft have heard 
a confirmation of it, I wds doubtful, whe- 
ther it was prudent to precipitate congratu- 
ladon, on a ground fo liable to nliilead rafli 
believers. 

I SEND it now, not as a mere faihionable 
compliment, but with the warmth of a par- 
ticipated joy, becoming one, who muft take 
part in every promife of your happinefs. 
And, indeed, I fhould much wrong the con- 
fidence, I ought to have in fuch a judg- 
ment. 
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mcnt, as you i& by, not to conchide, that, 
in a refolutioa fo impcu^uit to your private 
peace, your motive was a wife, and a w^- 
founded one. 

But, will you fuflfer me, however, to con- 
fefs, that you have fired my curiofity toyt-^r 
and hfar this lady, who has had fo ftrong 
jyid fwift an influence upon a heart, fb firm, 
and fo imprefled, as yours was, by the me- 
mory of a former fweetnefs. The lufbe 
muft be amiably fevcre and fparkling, and 
fuch as you deferve to glitter in the warmth 
of, that had the power to attract into itfelf 
a flame, fo generous as your firft, and which 
your pen delighted to defcribe, with fuch a 
manly and unmodiOi tendernefs. 

May you be happy, both of you, in ft 
confocial a degree of fenfibility, that the wit 
of ftetdier may have penetration to difcern, 
whofe part in the united fulnefs of felid^, 
is greateft, or moil delicate ! and may this 
bleffing be as laftmg, as accompliihed 1 — 
i wifli I had the power to limit its durattort 
fOT you : and fo, I hope, in a few days to 
tell you pcrfonally ; for I can never have a 
more agrc^ble inducement to fee London^ 
than 
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Original Letters. 13; 

di»i th«^ to fee jQXi lu^tfy m it. — I am, 
with gceat tni^, 

Tom" mofi affeSiionate Friend^ 

And obedient bumhle ServmHy 

A. Hill, 



jFe Mr, Fleetwood^ 

SIR, 

THOUGH you will not fuppofeme 
infenlibte to fuch difregard as I have 
!)een treated with, for t^o or three feafonsy 
fucceffively ; yet, I know, how to make pro- 
per allowwces, for the teazings a MsMgeir 
is li^ld tOt- 

FoK my own jKut,. if you think not as 1 
dp, with regard to my Cafar^ I am fatisiied. 
— I will neither trooUe you any farther my- 
&]f, nor make application^ to get you trou- 
bled by others. All the reafonable expec- 
. tetbh I have, is, that you would either re- 
turn me the Tragedy, or aSf it. 

Mil. Mallet's, and Mr. 7loiT^fcn\ (to both 
ef which I ^ve- way with outch plcafure) arc 
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14 Original Letters. 

now dut of the queftbn ; and Gu^anut 

is ready to come on. If during the run 
of this^ you do riot order mine into rehear- 
fal, it is plain, that you treat it with a con- 
tempt, which it will hardly be found tode- 
fcrve : and in that cafe, I fhall only defire 
you to redeliver the copy to the bearer for. 

Sir, 

Tour mo/i humble Servant. 

A. Hill. 



To Mr. Mallet. 

■:, DeAR5IR, 

MY daughter, who has been learning 
to milk Cows, in north Surry, at a 
true country cottagfe, will have a good deal 
of difficulty to allow the propriety of that 
name, to fo courtly a fituation, as yours, at 
Strand-Green, is j but flie will tell you her 
own thoughtsof the matter, whenfliehastbc 
pleafurc to wait on your Lady : and I hope, 
from .the daily increafe of her fpirits, it 
will not be long, before I may venture to 
take her with me, in a voyage, which (he 
thinks of fo chcarfuUy. 

In 
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In rcmro for the good news you tell me, 
of Socratesy and his rerurreOioin into life 
cvcrlafting, you call me to a ftriacr account 
of the ufe, I am making of leifure, than 
I have enabled myfelf, on a fudden, to 
give you: I am very bufy; but it is, like 
the Gnats, when they people z fun-beam : 
My excurfions arc various, but ihort : one 
perfuit meets anQ croffes, another : I begin 
many ilarts, but end nothing : Imagination 
is a kind oiwife to the judgment ; fhe at- 
tracts, and delights by her beauties j but 
then fhe quite fpoils all rclifh of a coarfcr 
focicty, however folid or dirtily ufeful. 

I AM proceedirtg by fits, in my EJJt^ on 
expreffing thepafjhm : I am preparing heads, 
too, for a tafk of your fetting me, on the 
fubjea of criticifm. I am finifhing the 
laft four books of my GiJeert ; I am coUea- 
ing, or rather feledling a thoufand trifles, 
printed and unprinted, with, intention to 
raife an army of volumes, and break out, in 
fiill forfHy upon the public. And now I 
talk in the ftrain of a Jh/t&'er, let me add, 
that I am far gone in a new art of lear. 
—" f-In iliort, I can no more tell you, 
how 
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how many amufements I am engag'd iHt 
than wbfn I (haU be able to get to the end 
of them.—— Prtfjr have you yjet, metwitlf 
this ncw-publilh'd poem, I fend yon ? 

But you were'afking what I tlunk of 

the ftory afSocrateSy for a Tragedy ? In 

your hand, I believe, he may fhinc in a 
dramatical light ^ as he muit if he would 
charm on the Theatre. For the phihfopbical 
ray is too fxax\ for the ckOi of paffions ; this 
objection, that lay againil CaiOy will bear 
equally bad againil: Socrates > And yet, I 
really think, that, vrfth a view to the reign- 
ing malignance dtparty^ and its deftnuSive 
oppofition to virtucy fome great, and ftrik-* 
ing good ufe might be_ made of the ftory. 

Terror, for eXaliipIe, may be power- 
fully mov'd by the fa^ious agitations, and 
vi^lant atSivity of maiire, in the friends of 
the accujing fide, oppos'd to and preventing 
the generous contrivances of Crito, aAd'the 
favourers of Socrates, to procure hi$ ejh'kpe^ 
(firft) which the prifoner's own heroic 
firmnefs, and contempt of his fentenc^ 
difappointing all poffibk hbpe of, the mrjflf 
■attempt might be, to refcue him by force 
of arms ; and this by fomc beautiful icn 
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Vention, being abfolntely brought to effcS:, 
and Socratts at fall liberty, triumphant o- 
?er his enemies, and invited by the popu- 
lar cry with the power of Arcbon, how 
ftrikingly great, and dramatically terriblcj 
would it be, to convene friends, and ene- 
mies, in one general aflembly ; and 
therein, after exprefiing, in the ftrongcft 
lights, the injuftice> and villMny, of his 
icntence -, and the danger arifing to the 
public adminiftration, by fuch permiffion 
of private oppreflion, proceed, inftead of 
accepting the government irregularly ofFer'd 
him, to fliow the yet greater danger, 
of oHitributing the plea of a philofopher's 
example, toward encouraging a tumul- 
tuous reliftance, in violation of eftablifli'd 
laws, and their authority ; in confirmation . 
of which, he may be fuppos'd to have 
procur'd the poifonoui draught before-hand 
from the keeper, and taking it out of his 
bofom, drink it, refolutely and calmly, to 
the bottom, in the Jace, and to i\iG ajlomfh- 

ment of the aflembly : The fury, which 

would be naturally excited by fo calami- 
tous, and provoking an event, might imme- 
diately produce the violent deaths of Any- 
tus &ad Me/itus: (which, you know, was 
Vol. II. C afterwards 
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afterwards the real confequence) and cer- . 
tainly, from rtie preparation, maturation, 
and turn, of all thefe ftrongly agitative, 
and tragical incidents, the terror would be 
produc'd fufficiently. 

After which, follows fuch vaft room, 
for compqffiorij in the manner, and pathe- 
tic and inftruftive^Mw/Vy ofhii death, that 
1 don't know, as the idea grows, under 
this fliort, and hafty examination, of the 
fubje<£t, whether you may not work up, as 
a&fve a Tragedy, upon a ftory, which 
would generally be fear'd too tame, too paf- 
iively declamatory, as on any other ground- 
work, from the Greek or Roman hiftory. 

If you would have fuller hints, and a 
more weigh 'd, and perfect fcheme, I will 
think, more deliberately, how the fubjcdt 
might be animated, by moft warmth of 
a£lion, under fuch zpen, as yours is. 

There occurs, this moment, a new diffi- 
culty; and that is, what the criticks call 
poetical jufiice. This (with Mr. Addifon'& 
■good leave) is no fuch filly notion, as He 
'ftrove, in his partiality to his own Tragedy, 
to make it be reputed: He would have 
£6and 
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loOnd it a much eafier tafk, to reprcfent ths 
obflinacy and perfifting pride ofCatOt and his 
4ijiruft of the Gods future help, as Crimes 
that jujii^dhxs fate, (to6 infolent, and vo-- 
luntary,) than to perfwade men to look 
pkas'dy upcffi the niiferieB of a faultlefi fuile* 
rer ; and thereby, leave a blot upon the c* 
quity of providence, to take it off from the 
example in hi$ Tragedy. 

The remedy, which Mx. Addifon diC- 
cern'd nbt» will fit Socrates, as well as Cato : 
For,> what /r/'^ of wilfulnefs, what arro»- 
gance of obftinate, invincible, felj -humour- 
ing perverfenefs, was ever more remark-' ' 
able, than his refufing to fubmit to pay 
the Jine, his judges firft condemn'd him 
in J or even to fufFer Crito, and his other 
friends (who prefi'd him, both by words 
and tears) to coUedt, and pay it for him ? 
- Crito might, with a friendly 

plainnefs of reproach, tenderly expofe the 
•weaknefs of this pride of heart ; and So-* 
ctates might anfiver in his own defence, 
with all the ableft Salvo's of philofophy ; 
this would have two effeds, both good: 
The contraft of opinions, fo difputed, would 
be adtively dramatical; and the expofure 
Ca ef 
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offuch UlmUs, as evils capable of making . 
btaven difpleas'd, with one, fo amiable, and 
To virtuoufly adorn'd a$ Socrates^ muft touch 
the hearts of a like guilty, yet not like vir- 
tuous, audience, with a double force of pity ; 
from the confcigus feelings of their own 
infirmity. 

I Wish now, I were half fo fure, that 
you will like thefe off-hand fentiments 
of mine, as that you will not ^1 to think 
the letter that conveys them, at Icaft, hr^ 
enough from. 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mofi offe3ionate 
M714, 1743 

j^d moft obedient Servant^ 

A. Hill 



r» 
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Dear Sis, 

IN E V E R open'd any letter with rc- 
luifUnce, which yvu ient till your kft. 
The fight of its black feal coaimunicatcd ' 
a focial mourning to my heart : and I la- 
ment, QixAfeel your lofs, with fetifibiUty too 
ftrong for my expreffion. 

Indeed, J coniider myfelf, as mifbrtuqate, 
that I Ihould never fo much as know, you 
had the happinefs of fuch a dear, foft, ami- 
UtAe friend, till the very moment, in which 
you inform me, flie has forfaken you. Sor- 
ry I am, that I now know h ; but I know, 
at the fame time, your heart and underfiand- 
itig both, too rightly, to attempt unfeafotuihle 
comfort to the one, or to iufpeifi the other, 
of too long or too impatient a perfifting to 
forget, that refignatiQn is a duty. — You 
may remember, I have undergcme, before 
you, this hard tri^ : for you were the lafi, 
undomeflic friend, that ever my poor -mfe 
convers'd with. And, as I have cxperienc'd ' 
your difirefs, I may aflume fome rights 
to your beliefs when I acquaint you with 
its confequence. 

C 3 Yo» 
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You will icontinue, for for^e length of 
time, to mourn, with inconfolable and pun- 
^ntforrow ; for every ^Azcf, and every piece 
of furniture, that you can look upon, muft 
needs rccal fome tender imagCy that will 
fummon tears into your eyes, and pain in- 
to your memory. You muft not hope to 
fee Tifriendy whom that lamented onej now 
gone, had ever fccn together with you, 
but it will revive a thouiknd namete^ lit- 
tle paufing places for refleftion, to flop 
forrowful upon: And almoft every thing 
you hear, fee, tafte, or meditate, will crowd 
a freih. variety of goadings, on your recol^ 
ledtion: toiniprcafe, and £harpen your gv 
lamity. 

Nor muft fuch a mind, as yours is, 

,ever hope complete^ recovery ^^ Not even 

ifrom the too prompt relief, which tim:e 
beftows, in cafes of like nature, upon hearts 
of the world's common moulding. But, 
tho' ya\3kT forrmp can prefume no end^ it will 
admit a gradual mitigation: it wiU tranf- 
form itfelf, by flow infenfible degrees, in- 
to agentler, not lefs feithful, melanchc^y. 
^he 'delightful ohjedi of your lammtatioriy 
V -wiU 
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will remain forever prelent to your fan^i 
but ihe will not haunt it always with a 
{>a1e, and fuffering countenance; fhe will 
fit, at lait, and brood upon it, with a foft, 
and angel-like, incumbency — at once, en- 
dearing, and afHiftive: at the fame time, 
anxious and yet, amiable! Your forrow 
will, as the unhappy moment grows remo- 
ter, find the fame mild Jbftenings, which 
are caft, by diftance, upon profpeBs, in a 
lefs important jdurney, where badftages, the 
moA fharp, or rough, or watery, near at 
hand, grow fo much gentler, as we move 
beyond 'em, that we can bear, at laft, 
to look back at them, without more of 
that regret, they had occafion'd, when 
we were amidft them, than is mix'd with 
fomething of a patient, penlive, fweetnefs, 
like that relignation, you will change your 
grief to. 

It is a chlldifti, and ill-founded injury, 
which fafhionable delicacy does to moiir.'iers^ 
when it judges 'em moft kindly treated, 
by the filence of their friends, upon the 
proper objeft of their forrow. I think fo 
much, in the reverfe of this miftaken 
tendernefs, as to perfuade myfelf, that 
C 4 true 
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true, and gefi6rou3 grief muft rather find 
itfelf difturbed, than comforted, by any 
tbeme lefs ibcial to the prcfent difpofidon of 
the heart, than one, of the fame fpecies, 
with that] melancholy, ■ which it labour a 
under j and therefore, I have fent you a 
ihort, rough-drawn, natural pifturc of my 
mvn mind's true impreflionj fix yeara after 
it had fuffer'd fuch a lofs, as, from my very 
foul, I now condole with you, upon your 
prefent, full, frefli, fenfe ofj — -^abd, fo 
abruptly ends. 

Dear Mr, Mallet'j 

Mojijincerely affiSted^ 
JSu^k Servant. 

A, Hin« 
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7be follomng Letter was fent, by Aaron 
Hill, Efq-^ to a certain lardy •vobo wtfj, 
at that timti one of the Juordi of the Ad- 
mralty. 

July 26, 1742. 
My Lord, 

WH E N I confider your knowp ge- 
nius, fo adapted to marine improve- 
ments, and, in confequence, to the impor- 
tant duties of a Lord of the Admiralty, I can no 
longer refift my impulfe, to prefentyou with 
a naval fcheme } and I will do it in defiance of 
that almoftyar^ negleSt^ which men, who 
limv the world, exped to meet with, when, 
in a private fituation of life, they take 
upon them to reflefl: for the publick. But 
your Lordlhip*Sj^/r;V, if I know it rightly, 
is, at the fame time, both apt and enterpri- 
xing ; fo that he, who can bring reafhns^ to 
convince your underjianding, will find no 
dull cold rubsy to itop him, in yoxxr Jkgbm^ 
or your averfion to new notions : and this, 
as tafies go now, is a good fortune, not to be 
too boldly truiled to. 

There is fomething, fo impoliticly little^ ' 
fomething, fo provokingly difgracejul! (to 
a nation, 
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a nation, that prefumes and boafts infcif the 
miftrefs of ^e ocean) in thofe infulist 
which wc fufFer ourfelvcs to be cxpofed to, 
by the capture of fuch numbers of our tra- 
ding veflcls, in our very channel^ at the very 
opening of our beft defended barhun, un- 
der the nofes (as one may fay) of our guard- 
Jhipi and crw'zers, that it cannot be refledled 
on, by a difinterejied Engltjhman, without 
bluflhcs and horror : nor by thinking, and 
impartial foreigners, but with fuch conclu- 
fioris from it, as muft reprcfent both us and 
out pretenfions, empty, vain, weak, powcr- 
lefs, or ridiculous : and all this with double 
and more juft impreflion, as \ht enemyv/e 
are fo fhockingly infulted by, is known, and 
univei^ally coniidercd, as the moft contempt 
iible, for fea affairs, perhaps, in Chriftendom. 

If it were doubtful, whether we could 
check thefe depredations, we might learn 
content, from a fuppofed nccefTity of fuffer- 
ing them with tamenefs. But far from it -- 
'twere the moft eafy, and moft certain thing 
in nature, not to repel them only in their 
infolcnt attempts, but abfolutely to reftrain 
and bridle their capacity, of fending out a 
privateer againft' us. — And this, methiriks, 
is what would beft become the fpirit of the 
Englijb 
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xUJh nation. For, to ipread our cruifers 
up and down the feas, in chafe of every 
petty rover, that, depending on his oars and 
canvas, fliuns an enenr^y if found too firongy 
and preySi with fafety, on a weaker ^ — is a 
fcene, that might provolte a cynic to com- 
pare us to boyi^ running up and down, to 
throw their haU at fingle beei, that rob their 
mother's boneyfucklesy when the good old wo^ 
man knows a trick worth twenty of it ; and 
can pea whole hives of the light rogues to- 
gether, and then - choai them, with the 
fmell. of' brimftone. 

If your Ixjrdfliip pleafcs but to reflefl, 
how ftiort the fea line is, from Guernjey, 
round by U^ant, on to Cape Fim/lerre, and 
that almofl all the damage we fuilaJn, is 
from the Spanijh portSy along the Bay of 
Bifcay, there will need but little argument, 
to manifeft the benefts we might receive, by 
blocking up, not their ports fingly, but that 
whole oiFenfive bay, at once, ~ by a ftrong, 
tripple line of Ihips, extending from about 
our ifles of Guemfey and Jerfey-y to Cape Fi~ 
nifterrey abovcmentioned ; becaufe, were 
the line ftrctched over to the Cornijh coaft, 
lhe_ Spanijh capers might, by keeping the 
French 
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French ihore aboard, fteal round into our 
channel. 

To do this, with/arf and terrible cffcdty 
there need not be employed more vefibls, 
than, as things now ftand^ arc ordered out, 
on random cruizes.— For example, the de- 
grees are 8, from 43, the latitude of the 
cape,to5i, or thereabouts ; thatofourcoaft 
of Cormvall, and the diftance much the 
&me, by rounding the line fa^, to Guern/ey. 
— Suppofe then, that there were employed, 
upon this Aation, eight or nine fourth, eight 
fifth, and eight of the bcft fixth-rate veflels: 
the whole number being 24, or 25, would 
form three lines, at about ten leagues dif- 
tance, each /de line from the midJk one ; 
fo, as to poffefs a Breadth of threeicore 
miles, for die whole length of near upon five 
hundred. 

I MENTION three lines, becaofe, in cafe 
of one line only, where the fliipfl that form 
it, keep the too great diftance of a whole 
degree from one another, it would be im- 
poffible to hinder privateers^ from paffing 
&fe, through any of the openings ; and, tho' 
this might be fomewhat helped, l^ itation- 
ing 
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ing die four or five and twenty, in one line, 
at diftances of only fifteen miles afunder, 
yet, it would ftill be found impraflicable, 
in fuch a difpofition, to prevent a nimble 
|Hlferer from breaking out, or in, by favour 
of a dark and ftormy night, at any of the 
internals J and getting out of fight, by day- 
break. 

Upon which confideration, it fiiould feem 
the furcft method, to aflign the middle line 
to eight, or nine, fourth rates, each diflrant 
one degree ; and then to form twofde lines, " 
caft and weft, each thirty miles wide of that 
middU one, placing eight fixth rates, for the 
innery or the eaftward line, ranged right a- 
gainft the center of the openings of the mid- 
dle one. And eight fifth rates for the o«^^ 
line of all, to lie right oppofite, againft the 
openings to the Wefi of the fame middle 
range, (as I have marked in the fkctch in- 
clofcd) — In fuch an order, any veflel, that 
attempts to pafs this tripple line, muft come 
within five leagues of fome, or other ofthefe 
ftation {hips, furrounding her, which, if 
fhe dares attempt by day, fhe muft in^li- 
bly be croffed, and intercepted — and, fhould 
flie take advantage of the night, yet, as the 
breadth 



dt, Google 



JO Original Letters. 

breadth of the three tines extends to fixty 
mites, flie could not poffibly have run thafi 
diftance, l>efore day-ligbt would difcover 
her, to that part of one of the out linesi 
.which tiappens to lie heft for croHuig her. 

If ihips, fo ftationed, had iniiruif^ions to 
preferve their latitudes, to what exadlnefs 
they find poffible, eafiing and wejiing only, 
when they move, and that, to no great dif- 
tances, (except when chafing) and were once 
in fix weeks, or two months, to be ialt relie- 
ved together, by a new, clean, ftjuadron, and 
called home, to guard our coafts, and then 
rc-viduailed and refrefhed, in our own hai*- 
bours, there could be little difference .be- 
tween the readinefs (in any fiidden and 
emergent ufe) of fhips fo pofted. within call, 
on fervice, and a fquadron fitted out for 
chanel obfervation. 

I SAY nothing, here, as to the Bayoj Ca- 
Jiz, .and places thereabouts, becaufe a little 
fquadron, aiGibraltar, might be injoined to 
Iteep a watch upon that quarter, and, in 
concert with the Port Mahon fhips, ma- 
nage matters fo, as, at the fame time, to 
prevent all danger, from the OihcT Spanijh 
harbours. 
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harbours, within the Straits, along the Me- 
diterranean. 

But I confine myfelf, at prefent, to their 
ports upon the ecean ; from which, in fuch 
a difpofition on our part, I don't fee, how a 
fingle fhip of theirs could put to fea, with 
any profpeift of efcaping us, at going outy or 
coming back again, whether with booty^ or 
without it. Nor need I, to an apprehenli&n 
like your Lordfhip's, hint the cafe, where- 
with a fquadron, fo diftributcd, might draw 
together, on a fudden, when occafion call'd, 
to intercept their Ihips of war, or trade, - 
bound to or from America. — Nor will I 
dwell upon the little need oi convoy s, fuch a 
fcheme would leave us under the ncceffi- 
ty of prejjing for, compared with that de- 
mand, as things now ftand j nor will I 
touch upon the dreadful reputation, which 
Gur maritime fuperiority would draw, from 
fuch a vifible -fea chain^ thrown over the 
prefumption of our enemies, and their abet- 
tors, who could never fall to fee, and feel, 
the fliare, their fituation gives them, in the 
fame reftraint, that humbles their proud 
neighbour. 

' All 
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All thefe, and many other, natural con* 
fequcnccs, branching out, from this new 
difpoOtion, mil, I know, at once, be pre&nt 
to fo zGdve an imagination as your Lord- 
ihip's. ~ So fubmitting the idea to your dif- 
rcgard, or your improvement, I fubfcribc 
not my true name, becaufe I have in view 
no intereft, but that of my country } and for 
that caufe only, take the liber^ to wnte 
myfclf, 

Tmr Lordjlnfi 

' Unknown bumble Servant, 

Anglicus. 



To 
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■ *ro Lord Carteret j fent laitb a Poem, 
called The Impartial* 

April 19, 1744, 
My Lord, , 

TH E writer of this h'ttle piece is one, 
who, both in poetry and profe, dares 
tell the world, he loves you ; and has been 
fo Simulated and provoked to do it, by 
fome too licentious faJIies, from the merce- 
nary, or ungrateful, that he fcarce could 
have declined the vanity to print his name 
before his fentimentSy but from a confciouf- 
nefs, that men of litdc fortunes fhould ex- 
peift as litde influence ; and that the bafc, 
in their own motives, muft judge other's 
motives bafely. 

^ But, to fuch a daring, penetrative, and 
unbounded fpirit, as your Lordfhip's, God 
has certainly decreed events, which cannot 
leave your glorious purpofes much longer, 
in the fmalleft need of any pen's explana- 
tory application. — Mine (however too une- 
qual to my heart's conception of your great- 
nefs !) would clfe be running loofe, in lan- 
guage lefs removed, than verfe, from com- 
VoL. 11. D mon 
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mon underftandings, to proclaim what hap- 
pinds we'now pd^efs, without due fefiJibili' 
ty, and leave to be confidercd by pofterity^ 
with almoft equal wonder at our dulnefs, 
•(thorn it could imprefs fo languidly. A 
guilt, from any fhare in which, may heaven 
acquit his foul, who is, without a name, -. 

My Lord, &c. ■ 



- :. 'To Mr, Mallet. 

April 20, 1744- 
Dear'Sir, 

IF any thing, in ^hc inclofed, deferves a 
fecond reading, lay it in fdme fpare cor- 
ner of your liftle back room, at Strand- 
Green, and let it wait your leifure i 

I SAY leijure^ from a full perfuafion, that 
you have not pafled a winter on fo bleak a 
fituation, wlthbut being veiy bufy in it. 

One day, laft week, I was at Macbeth^ and 
i^w, for the firft time, your favouriie, Mr. 
Garrick : — He 'u natural, imprefled, and 
eafy ; has a voice articulate, and placid ; 
his gefture fiever turTjulent, and ofien well 
adapted ; 

C,ql,lt!dt,G00^^IC 
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ttdi^ted ; ' is Untouched by afi&^tion His 
peculiar talent Hes in penfively preparatorj' 
ettieades ; wKeteby, awakening expedation 
in the audiehaS; he fecurcs- and holds faft 
tfaeir attention. . 

Such I faw, and heard, he is. — Shall I 
proceed to tell you, what I know not whe- 
ther he yet is, or no ? He gave me no oc- 
cafion to difcern, what ftrengtb he has in 
the more agitated pailions ; ~ what power 
of conipafs, in indignation, extafy, love, 
fcorn, joy, or furious and unbridled anger. 
Tfliis voice can reach the/we/ls peculiar to 
thofe iharper tranJ^rts, with the fame pro- 
priety and gracefulnefs, "wherewith he 
foucies the Mt falls of Corfow, terror, and 
companion j and, if his motions, liy fuch 
x'fSm^, are S8 nervous and majeilic, a» th« 
misn requires, in aiftive ch^ngsefr, from the 
|}eafive> or tbkd mournful, into the indigi^nf: 
«nd ^ftic— I ibatl then take great pkafure, 
in pranouncing him, an aoiiable ^d ac« 
cotpplilbed A(^w> 

I intend to fee hi<n quite through Rt- 

ibard — where, I have b^n -toMj he is 

thought ftrongeft, I defign to fee, too, 

X>2 Mr, 
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Mr. ^v/ff, who has, they iky, gone new and 
noble lengths^ in the fame charaifter, — 
And, when I have obfcrved them both, 
:you Aall have my opinion, very frankly. 
All health to you and yours, from everybo- 
dy here, and, in particular, from> 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mo ft affeBionatet 

And faithful bumble Servant ^ 

A. Hill. 



To Sir Robert Walpole. 

Nov. 9. 1740. 
SIR, 

TH £ inclofed has been kept back, as 
you will fee by the date, in apprehen- 
fion, that new difficulties, arifing fnaa fome 
great prince's deaths, might make a change 
in the interefts of their furvivers. I venture 
to fend it, however, becaufe I would wil- 
lingly flatter myfelf, that, from the hint it 
contains, fomething, either now or hereaf- 
ter, may be ftruck oat, in the courfe of your 
tneafurts. 

I AM 
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I AM fer from not knowing the refped, 
diat is due to your charader, though I have 
taken the liberty to write to you, mthout ' 
fubfcribing my real name. It was from a 
dread I lay tinder, that> as men's minds are 
too narrowly meafured, ibmctimes, by their 
jhrtuneSf I might have been miftaken, for 
one of thofe reafoning leaches, who, kicking 
iaft to a great man's profperity, think they 
biiie, under pretence of embracing his inte- 
reft, a mean and fcandakus 4xgard to their 
<nsm_ : yet. Sir, if you can condelcend, now 
and then, to weigh a private addrefs of this 
ibrt, as it offers occafionally, from the final 
and unaffeSled retreat of a man^ neither dell- 
ring, nor deferving, that you Should have 
the trouble to know, or to thank him, you 
need only order it to be faid, in the Gazette^ 
that Y Z may go on with his purpofe. 

But, though I have this reafon for con- 
cealing my namey I will be known to you, 
by iSacJaiib of my fentiments. Allow me, 
therefore, your pardon, if I fo far fall in, 
with the general complaint of your enemiesy 
as to regret, that your military defigm ihould 
appear to be executedy in a manner too faint 
D3 for 
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for the fpirit that forms them. At the lame 
tithe, I;diftpEn, md^e^Ji. the unfeafonable 
ftrong current of maiice,, that bears 4fide 
your refolutieo,: frOmtbp bcAi i^ea courfe, 
(and, if bi/iory tnay be truftf d, ihcja/e oni) - 
to yovlr ewn trimnph,. »?■ wcU as to'thit of- 
ypuf country. Only-fuffer me. Sir, to re- 
mind you, that, while the paffiom of men 
are held alarpied. hy expe<aatiori of evet^s, 
which pr<>mife j^^ry to the pul/lic, they are 
too ititenfely diverted to receive the imprcf- 
fions oi FaStim. But then, if a hope fo in- 
flamed and diverted, looks with praife and 
good-will toward a minifter, the phlegm of 
d contrary eobncU, giving leifurc to men's 
fiarsi, and their en-vy^ turrCs their rage and re- 
frmtb the fame way, and accumulates all 
the oiium of every' diflike to the accmmt of 
himi wilt) ftands Bighe^ in the adminijira- 
tion. I know there are dangers in proJpeSy 
from the effeB of urifuccefsful attempu ; but 
thefe are, by no means, of eipial impor- 
tance with the double triumph you fecure, by 
good-fortune , There have, indeed, been in- 
iiancesy (where every undertaking, mifcar- 
ryjng by a vifible want of good conduft, as 
was the cafe of the favourite ^/w-Jf ofBucking- 
bam, in the reign of King Cbarks tbejirft) 
that 
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that everlailing Jucceffion of defeats and dif-. 
graces abroad^ produced 0tal dotnefitc ill- 
confequences ; but the genius of fuch a nu- 
nifter can, deferve no cc»nparifon, at prefent. 
You,, Sir, will, in a moment, call into your 
memory, ftronger and ju^er examples, in 
Wi«r, where all remembrance of unpopular 
lengths, not only of ill-luck^ but ill-conduBf 
has been effaced and j(yrgotUv^ for ever,, 
upon the evtntof one fortunate a^ion. 

And this is. more frequent, in England^ 
than any ivbere elfe ; becaufe there is fuch 
over-animated precipitation of purpofe, in 
the impatience of our national courage, that, 
^ong all our princes and miniften, thofe 
Jew have been deareji^ who chofe to be al- 
ways attempting on the enemy, rather than 
providing and preventing, with a forecaft, 
tvifer, perhaps, in reality., but which has 
feemed too faint a good quality, to fuit with 
the genius of a turbulent people. 

Yet, God forbid you fliould flacken the 
caution you find to be neceflary ; and, of 
which it is impoflible to retain too much, 
except in the air of your conduct. If I am 
at all acquainted with men's paeons, you 
will weaken and difconcert your oppojers by 
D 4 nothing, 
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nothing, Co fuddenly, as by fpeaking and 
adting (concerning the -war) with alacrity. 
— It woulddifarm and confound half their 
fyftem, to fee you pufhingon iht public pro- 
penfity. They have affirmed it to be none 
oiyour war : how engaging then would it 
be, to adopt the favourite child of the people ! 
They, who love you, what pleafurc would 
they not take, in explaining you into the 
hearts of the publick. —You had no longer a 
•will of your cw«, when you found it diffe- 
rent from that of your country : you pro- 
ceeded, indeed, with precaution^ and per- 
mitted it to be called /^tfr, by your enemies; 
though, when preparations for -war would 
be fafey they muft, of neccflity, feem too 
flow and deliberate. The execution now 
comes on, in its turn, let them, from that, 
expe(5t the /To^/" of your daring. No Mlnif- 
ter, a defplfer oi peace, can deferve to aft in 
truft for ^ftate^ that depends upon traffick j 
much lefs does he merit the honour, if his 
patience can be ftretched into tamemfi. Fo- 
reign enemies will be taught, to their cofl, 
from what motive they derived their impuni- 
ty : you but waited^/ means, and ^ time, 
for chaftifing their mi/lake of your jpirit. 
They have gone on to prmoke us, 'till it was 
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no longer a prudence to ipare them. Let 
them now fiel the ftrength they infulted. 
Such in^auatims as tbefej would be Uftened 
to, and believed, when you pleafe, and pro- 
duce z^re and a glorious good confcquence. 
— Fire the fouls of brave men, in their 
pride^ and you will foon have their hearts^ at 
your fcrvice. What would I not give, for 
that reafon, to fee, in the king's J^eecbes, at 
the opening of ^fejjion, fomc of thofe fpiri- 
ted (hoxtjlajhes oi majejiy, whereby Queen 
Elizabeth iTA&m.cd parliament and people ! 
Something, properly and peculiarly, En- 
glijh I h-KOpen warmth of attefted affeStion 
for th^fuhjeel that attracts the refpeft it 
profejfes ; and fomething too, that, averting 
a confcioufnefs of the courage, fame, and 
power of the nation^ might imply a delight ^ 
in its glory. Would to God, the fatigues 
you are engrofled by, left your memory at 
leifure to refieSi on deforce of thefe little 
arts of condefceraioriy in princes / how they 
have dixeU upon men's tongues and affe^ions^ 
and, by tempering ideas of ame^ with a mix- 
ture of the more kind and endearing^ ftiewn 
a King, in the mild light ^2. father, at 
once the guide^ and ^q friend oi \\\s people. 

I HATE 
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- I HAVE ofiea Ipnged/Sir, to _b"e (hooting' 
towards you, a few of thefe fool's 'idle bolls, 
upon popular occifions, which { thought I 
difccrned in your intcrcft ; but it was^rw- 
dent, I believe, ta forbear it, there being no- 
thing more likely, than for a tm bufy good-, 
will, to have been mij-conftrued^ as a mean- 
ing too loWj for my mentioning j or, if fecu- 
red, by your penetratim^ from any miftake 
of that kind, yet opinions, unajked, can be 
received but as civil impertinences. Befides, 
a man, who really, and without afFeitation, 
deJP'ifei thofe v'vtvr&from bis foul, which are 
commonly confidered as ^^flrongefi tempta-' 
tims in life, ihould be cautious of giving the 
greet an inducement, to fufpe<ft him a poacher 
for fome pitiful y^wr^ in their Atf/jft/'s^/i, while, 
in truth, he condoles their difquie-t. I have 
nothing to fay, in excufe, but diat, though. 
in willing retreats from the world, the inte- 
refti and pajfom of men -ought to go with 
them,. and ftay in oh fcurity, yet, their reafori 
«nd humanity fhould be often looking back 
to the public, or they will be in danger of 
forgetting their duty. 

Give 
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Give me leave, therefore, to be, upon 
principles not. at all the.lefs a&ive, becaufe 
independant. 

Sir,' 

Tear voluntary fFeii-vnJherj 

.And unknown bumble Servant y 

Y.Z. 



I 



To Mr. Rich. 

Dear Sir, 
Will borrow the beginning of my ad- 



drefs to you, from your father ^ old 
friend, Mr. Dryden, 

" I cannot go to bitn—(o he muft be, 
" So kind, and good, to come himfelf to, 
me. 

I LONG to read my Cafar to you, when 
you are mailer of an attentive hour or two ; 
it is altered to fuch a degree, that you will 
fcarce remember any fcene, or line of it. 
It is calculated to bring both profit to your- 
felf, and reputation to your company, as that 
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now ftands ; and, I am Aire, you only need 
to hear it, to foretel it a fuccefs, which it 
would ill become me, to aiTert too pofitively. 

Oblige me, therefore, with your com- 
pany, one day to dinner, at my daugh- 
ter's, and tell me when that day fhall be. — 
It is but five fliort miles from j^dgate ; and 
you flian't fo much as ftain your chariot 
vfbefls, with the fVhitecbapel /ullage ^ for my 
brother will come up, and fhew you the . 
way to us, in a country coach, we frequently 
makeufe of j and the fame coach fhall fet 
you down again, at your own houfe, or 
where you pleafc, as foon as you think pro- 
per, in the evening. It fhall attend you, in 
the morning you (hall be fo good to name, 
at nine o'clock, and you will ealily be with 
us by eleven. Dinner fliall be upon the ta- 
ble before three, and fo there will be hours 
enough to hear the Tragedy, and dine, and 
get to town by play time. Throw alide 
douhii and prejudice, dear Sir, and truft to 
Cafar and bis fortune. Mr. ^/», for whom 
I writ the part, was never fhewn in fuch 
continued call, throughout five adls, for that 
imprejhe weight, he ftiines fo ftrongly in, 
as he would be, in this new charailer of 
Cajar; 
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Cajar j and there is a part too, for Mrs. 
Cihber^ ihaX. nature has adapted her, to 
touch compaffion by ; but you Ihall caji all 
the charaders, as you judge propereft. 

As to die conditions I vnll leave *em to 
your own dedfion, and (if you can fuppofe 
iuch caution neceffiuy) you {hall be fecured, 
by a depofite, againft any poflibility of lo- 
£iig. And, furely, after this, I Ihould not 
£Qd myielf the only pedbn Mr. ^cb can 
treat unkindly— nerfuch a Play as Cafi^^ un- 
derftood fo ill, as to be refufed admiffion to 
the Theatre. I cannot entertain a thought, 
fo mortiiying, when I confider his good-na- 
ture, whom I am now writing to, and with 
how warm and willing an afie<3ion, I am 
truly at heart, 

Ws moft obedient^ 

^d faithful Servant t 

A. Hill, 



r# 



dt, Google 



'46 Original LEi'T'ER*. 

To Mr, RiCtf, , . 

. SIR, 

I^WAS iurpria'd, yihtfx 1 6w you Wl, to 
hear you aifert lb miAakcn a belief, as 
that I wanted authority foe . the ccmpuiy, 
I am cftablifhltigi! I fliraild hanre cohvinc'cl 
you, in that point, if ever you had defir'd 
it ; for I deal openly with all the world, and 
■'dcfpife no body, -but my eneniics. ^ - 

' But, while in the preftnt ctrndltion of 
your houfe, you affeftthus to talk of your 
pretence to an excinfive power, you put me 
in mind of a poor merr;^ fellow, who us'd 
to Jleep, when he was bufigry, - in hopes to 
iiream ofafurfeiti If fuch a claufe could 
give your Theatre the fuccefs, it appears to 
toafitt I wifti heartily, it were available, tho' 
it kept me from opening : But you will 
fee your error, on that head, by judge 
T ember tori i opinion, on fome queries, of 
your father* s own Hating : That judge was 
reckon'd as good a lawyer, as any in En- 
gland i I, therefore, fend you his authori- 
ty i If you have a mind to fee more, I can 
for-. 
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furnifli you at any time, with a dozen, to 
the iame!purpofe. 

I HAVE Etlways been dciirDus, to pront 
a friend to your intercft ; and wifli, joa 
would weighs dcHberatdy, w^at I am a^ ' 
bout to propofe, becaufc it is intended for 
your beWcfit. I fuppofc you know, diat 
A« liuke »f Mintagui, and I, have agreed, 
attd that i am to have that houft half the 
week, and imfi-encb vermin, the other half/: 
btit I Would forbear a^ftiag at ail, tfaor^ 
this fcafon, iif you will let me your houfe, 
for two nights a week, in Lent, and firee 
a week, after. On all thofe nights, I will 
pay the full aiSual charge of your compa- 
ny, and my ow/j, and either give you a 
Jiim certain, or fliare the remainder with 
you : I will ufe your Mufick, your Door- 
keepers, &c. — But the Players^ the Scenes^ 
and the Cloaths, fhall be my own. 

More particulars are needlefs : my mean- 
' ing, in general, is, to join intereft with 
your company, and affifi you, for the fu- 
ture, inftead of doing you any injury. 

Whether I can do this, to the purpofe, 
fuch a trial will demonftate ; and we may 
determine, hereafter, as experience fhall in- 
cline us. If 
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If you clofe in with this offer, you muil 
fo call pur benefits, as, that /wy days may 
be certain ; as for inftance, if one of us 
has Monday and Tburfday^ in Lent ; the 
other has nothing to do, but on TuefdaySy 

and Saturdays j and fo after Lent three 

days apiece in like manner. The poilure 
of my own comfar^ 's afiairs, permit me 
not to wait bngy for your anfmerx But, 
whether we join intercfts, or no, be affur'd 
there is nobody, who wifhes better to Mr. 
"Ricby or is more difintereftedly his friend 
than. 

Sift, g, 1711. 

Your moji bumble Servant. 



1» 
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To Mr. Rich. 

Nov. 4, 1742, 

Sin, 

EVER fince Fridff^ was fen'nlght, 
I have lengthen'd my ftay, in this 
malignant fituation, on my Brother's inform- 
ing me, that I might d^y hope the fevoxir 
of a " letter from you, which now having 
receiv'd,"! dare ftand the danger, no longer; 
but have given orders for the coach to mor- 
row tnoming, to carry me back, into the dry 
upland air ' of Henfordfiire^ where, if it 
pleafes God, that I recover, I defign to 
pafs fome middle months of the winter in 
London, and ihall often hope the plcafure 
of feeing you : If, on the contrary, my laft 
fands are running, may you long live on, 
and profpcr in all your defigns and deter- 
minations, to the equal increafe of your 
fortune and your reputation. 

As to the Play, I don't know what I 
fhould reply to the remarks, you have fent 
me upon it ; there being feveral exprej/ions, 
.which forbid me to think, they can be 
youn ; and indeed, I am half drawn to fuf- 

VoL. H E fpeft 
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peQ, that your good-nature, unfiling to 
read a friend's Tragedy, with a view to 
obferve but wh« to cenjure, and yet not in- 
clining, perhaps, (for feme private reafon) 
to a^ it, you put it into the hands of a 
namefakc of Ceejar's in Egypt, whofe opi- 
nion it was eafier to forcfce, than he wopld 
find it, to vindicate. . : ., 

However this may hare been, I. will 
iend you a few remarks on thofe oh&r- 
vations, and confider 'em without the leaft 
acrimony, becaufe you have done *em the 
favour, of allowing 'em to come to ae, la 
your name. And wherewer I find the 
fmalleft, unmiilaken obje<Sion, I wlU al&ec 
the place, it relates to, with pleafure : but let 
me venture to a^ure you^ before hand, 
that you will acknowledge maft of 'em> to 
have been ra/by unweigh'J, and ill-founded. 

If you wifh, dear Sir, to decline the 
aSiing of Cafar, return it me, frankly with- 
out putting yourfelf to the trouble of af- 
figning any caufe, but your will or convent- 
ency. I ihall be fer from taking if ill, for, 
I am naturally, and difintereftedly, your 
well-wirtier, independent on what fcnti- 
ments you may have conceiv'd, eidier cf 
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me^ or my mderftanding. But, if you will 
be fo good to bring it on, do it with that 
JPirit and genero^ty., which you have, in 
this letter, cncourag'd me to hope for, when 
you tell me, in very kind, and obliging ex- 
preffions, diat you will do any thing in your 
power, that may (in any ftiape) tend to my 
iervice. 

Your a<JKng this Play will tend greatly 
to my fervice j and as this is an affair, that 
i$ and muA He at nobody's d^iiion, but 
yqurs, I am loth to ^creafe piy prefept 
p^, by the mortifying fufpipioo, of your 
^Kiting fo nnuch regard for cie, as that 
Cf^nes to, and cfpecially, as I have told you» 
t^iat youihall be indemnified, againft agy 
poffible lofs, by 

Sir, 
Tour moji faithfully affeBionatey 
jind ohedient bumhie Seroanf, 

A. Hill. 



E 2 7> 
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A 



to Mr. Rich : 
Dear Sir, . 

S I have ever had a giieat afFe<K(m' 



, for you, and am full of the beft .wifli- 
es for your intereft, I can't omit, to fend 
you a fliort hint, that, I am fure, your judg- 
ment can improve the force of; 

■ Having, on occalion of the Epilogue 
for Mrs. Pritcbard, look'd into the Mafa- 
cr'e of PariSt lobferv'd fuch Ihocking con- 
duSiy and fuch groflhel&sin-the expreffion, 
as difgrace the many beauties, fratter'd thro' 
it : i^on which, it came: into iiiy thoaghts, 
that Plays, got up, on any ^^aifar occa- 
fion, would run much longer, than they 
do, if firft fo alter'd and adapted, that they 
might, throughout both Plans and Speeches, 
ptyintedly concur with the defign, you . 
bring *em on for. For example, this wild 
Maffacrc might in a Fortnight's time, have 
been fo manag'd, as to charge intirely 
upon Popip} perfidy, what noW is the effeft of 
only common paflions, fuch as wruy, lewd- 
tjefs and ambition ; and, in doing this, the 
fire, at prefent in the Piay, might have 
been 
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been all preferv'd, and heij^eil'd, and; 
the fmoak, alone, cut off, from both the 
phfy and iaaguage; and if then brought 
on, with fomc new added title, (ilich as 
Popt/b Jecurity, ov the Majfacre of Paris) 
It feems tome, it muft have had redoubled 
influence ; nor could the other houfe have' 
done you any damage (but a great deal 
to therhfelves) by afting the old Play a- 
gainfl: you. In fliort, the AdmiraF^ cha- 
racter might have been vaftly heighten'd ; 
Margarita\s fiery jpirit been inflam'd by 
jiobkr motives, the ^een Mother's native 
bigottry been animated, by the politic ma- 
lignity of the Cardinal whofe part, ihould 
have, beyond comparifon, been mqre 
fignificarit ; and all the women's loves, 
and charaiSers, been turned, to bring' 

on -the main end the influence 

of'popijh fpirit, and its ^^erfecuting prin- 
ciple. 

'' What is, here, but briefly hinted for 
this iingle Play, may ferve, to give you 
my idea of the general care, that might be 
taken^ in reviving other old ones. Many, 
among which are greatly capable of fuch im- 
" ' ■ El 3 provement, 
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proveoi^nt, as wtodd make 'em ouCtui Mftf 
ones. 

If you lilce this fche^e well enough, 
to pick out two old Plays, and truft'em 
lo my man^ement, I will do 'em, out 
of hand, and ihow you, in what man-* 
ner Iconceive the execution of it} and if 
then you think it righ^ commanddie fviture 
laiurc of, ■ 

Dear St'r, 

Tour mo/i ^iHent ; , 

Buhihk Sifvmi. 

A. Hii-t. 



Coutance, Oift. 3, 1737. 
0EAR Brother, 

IN one of this date, to Stratjord, I'have 
writ very largely on the Several articles, 
in their laft, of September t\iz 20th, fo have 
nothing, in particular, to yourfelf, only that 
Capt. St. Croix muft inform you, when 
I am to be expected at London^ it depend- 
ing on the anfwers I muft wait, to fome 
letters, he is fo kind to take charge of. 

He 
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He brings you Cafar for LiicKty, fo in- 
tirely a new piece, that you will fcarce meet 
with any thing ia it; that you iaw there be- 
fore. For, when I came to revlie it with 
care, I not only perceived Mr. Fleetvmi 
vt2& right in his wiOi, fatjhe aifls, and w* 
merCi charaftera, but really found the pic- 
tures of Cafar and Brutus te be fo fhockmg- 
ly the reverfe of their generous characters, 
that X have been obliged entirely to new- 
nnke the Tragedy. For, what E^iijbman 
can, with decency, foblcribc to Mr. V<^ 
tair/s mif-rcprefentation of that piece, as 
the iafie of but country^ as if a iutcberfy, 
blood-tbir^y cruelty were (he ftandard of our 
natioTMl genius, 

CafoTj you know, was the braveft, the 
raoft mercifid, and the wifeft of men. Not 
only the gkry of that particular country, he 
was born in, but an honour to humanity in 
general. I have a thoufand times been 
grieved, at the fcandalous figure he makes, 
on the ftages of Europe j and had always a 
wiih and ambition, to be able to do drama- 
ticalyaSika to that iU-underltood great cha- 
ra^^, 

E4 If 
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If we were not too apt to \x partial, when 
we judge of ourfehes, I have better beftowed 
my leifure, in this piece, than in any thing 
I have ever attempted : We work, with moft 
cafe, upon fubjefts we Uke : and for C«y&r, 
I laboured- with pleafure ; yet I have given 
his pidture, without the leafl: felfe colouring ; 
exaftly as we hav* hitn, in the Roman hifio- 
riam j few of whom were his flatterers. 

To fay truth, I took morepaihs th^ or-^ 
dinary, todo fomething hot unworthy the 
fubjeft, on account of that converiation with 
Mr. Ty&owjy^ff, inwTiich the P — ce defend- 
ed Cafar^ fo warmly, as the mbleji among the 
charaSlers of antiquity. I was willing he . 
ihould find feme refemblancc in his favou- 
rite. Mr. Fleetwood has this copy, and Mr. 
T.angley muft write one from it, for the 
Trincty in his ftrongeft round hand, with the 
names of the ffeakers^ and breaks of the 
fcenes, in red ink. And, afterwards, I' beg 
^ou will, yourfclf, take care to make out a 
copy for the /r^. "i; 

One trouble, which you did not think of 

putting me to, I forefaw to be abfolutely ne- 

ceJlary ; becaufe there is no fortification fo 

impregnaUc, 
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impregnable, as prgudice. — The charafter 
of Cafar is confidered as a tyrannical one, 
by too many of therifing' generation ; for, 
fome of the popular republican pens have 
had their reafons for Blackening his name, 
and very ralhly applauded and defended his 
murder, as an <2(3, that was lawful zn.d noble. 
Then the reputation of Mr. Addijbn's Cato 
upon our Hiage, has made it an indifpenflble. 
neceflity, that whoever, in the fame place, 
would fee juiHce done to an oppofite cha- 
ra'dler, muft proceed with a great deal of 
caution and delicacy. 

Therefore, to.' prepare Cafar^% way, and 
prevent all diftaile, from fuch prejudice, I 
am finilhing a tra<5l, that fliall Be fent over 
to you in time, to be printed by the end. of 
November ; from the title arid heads whereof, 
you may perceive, I fliew Cafar in a light, 
which, though unexccptionably jufl^ Will 
appear fo'verywfw, as to provoke, I hope, 
the curiofity and attention of the public. 
The title will be. 



Ai 
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^ evquiry into the merits of AJfaJination, 
with a View to the CBaraSler of Csefar, arul 
bis Defigns m the Roman ^public. 

■ The Prctofs irtf, ad follow: 

ift. The government, eftablifhed at 22fl»w, 
after expulfion of the Targutns, was de- 

mocratical. 

2d. The Senate changed it, by violence, at 
iirft, into Arifiocracy^ and, 1^ degree^ in- 
to an Oligarchy y utterly impovcriflung and 
enflaving the commwaky. 

3d. In fo doing, the Jenate, from A mlftgif- 
trate, or council, became a uiurtKr and 
tyrant, and violated the general liberty. 

4th. Casax found this tyranny already e- 
ikblKhed in Rome ; and was, more than 
atl men, opprelled and endangered, 1^ 
its efFei^s, with the moft impolitic and 
Ihamefnl ingratitude. 

5th. It was his duty, as a patriot, to take 
arms for the people, againft that ufurpcr, 
the arbitrary fcnate. 

6th. 
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6di. Hi was iegaify cDmmlffioned to do {o, 
by confent and elcftion of the people, the 
fovoreign authority of his country. 

7th. In overthrowing the ufurpdtionv he 
proceeded not upon perfmdl motives, bat 
With a refolution, to eftabtifh the com*- 
inonwealth in full liberty, 

8th. His Affajfim were, therefore, not only 
bafe and utipardbhabl& 'nikrdei'^Sy—-\i\xt 
the murderers of likrty, as Well as of G*-^ 
Jkf } and, in Confequence, fole caufers and 
inltdducers of that abfolute power, fo ty- 
rannically exeEcifed, by the emperors. 

9th. A conjefture at what fort of free ftate, 
he feems to have had in his purpofe to 
fettle. 

loth. The natunil and nec^lTaty catif^a, 
whereby to account for the contrary 
light, in which this true ftate of the cafe 
has be£n generally nufreprefented. 

You may judge, my dear brother, by 

thefc heads, it is no little taflc, I have taken 

upon me ; but, it will have effe^ for the 

F% 
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Play, I hope, worthy the trouble j and be- 
cauie, when the Tragedy comes to be aSttd, 
many of the audience may be fuch as never 
happened to meet with the pamphlet. —To 
give tbffti, too, the proper impreffions, in fa- 
vour of Ca/ar, he opens thejr^ adt, with a 
ftrong and folemn fbliloquy, that will, at 
once, and efFe4Sually, let 'em into his cha- 
radler, and himfelf, in all likelihood, into tbetr 
good graces. 

I NEED not put you in mind, that the \k& 
time for a ftrong Play's coming on, will be 
about the middle of January ; and, I hope, 
Mr. FleePwmd will be able to - get it ready, 
by that time ; I fhould be glad, he would 
let no author be named, by the houfe, but 
give out, that the Play was fent him from 
Qxford, by fomebody, who would not be 
known, — I have made my letter fo long, 
that I have but juft room to fend my kind 
wiihes to you all, ahd to tell you, that Ham 

Tour . ever offeSlionate Brother ^ 

A. HiLi,. 
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My DEAR lov'd Rany, 

YOURS, does not tell me, whether it 
was writ from Stratford houfe, (and 
yet, I hope to find you there) ~ but, not to 
hazard mif-dire<Sing, I fhall fliut you up in 
a little packet of Advocate Grant's, to Mr, 
Kennedy. 

Not that I ihould have any bufinefs now, 
to write about, had I not owed you thanks 
for the kind haile you made, to fend me 
your good news of the Tork Buildings com- 
pany. If they, in earneft, execute that refo;: 
lution, it will iuddenly revive the credit of ' 
their bonds, fo far, as to afford me opportu- 
nity, to make myfelf entirely eafy, fo little, 
as you know, remaining neccflary, for that 
purpofe : but, as to my mind's quiet, you fo 
tenderly concern yourfelf about, I muft be 
latisfied to hope that, gradually. However, 
I a^re you, that I ow'd not its_ diilurbance, 
(as your good-natur'd poftfcript feems to 
•apprehend) to any teizings, preflings, or un- 
eafineflfes, of that nature : thofe fhort-Hv'd 
■ troubles have too little coiifcquence to' merit 
fuch an influence. 

By 
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Bv what you lyr^e, copqcrning Mr. 
j^ — -/s felfe nyniph, I find, he has not told 
you, of her being parted frpm her bujban^- 
^he would h^ married decently, (as die 
phrafe runs) t^af ig, to an ejlate, more an- 
iWerable to her/prtune, thao poor D — J's : 
and, upon that fafliionable principle, flie fa- 
crificed lovcy truth, and tendermfs, to thofe 
pdnted idols of the world — noife, interi(i, ^d 
equipage. If there were any room to laugh 
at all, at fuch a mifery, as this lady's, it muf^ 
be to hear her nmndering at her wretchednefi t 
She fays, her fate is very cruel. But how 
much fnore cruel -was^Oie to berfelf, in jufti- 
fying thofe //^^^ imputations, which we men 
are apt to charge_yoar iex with, as to their 
prepofterous way of chufing hufb^nds. — - 
Women would beisa^i'/, not given ; fo they 
lofe the merit of okUging. They njeafurc 
happine/i in life, not by a Jympatby of •mill, 
but an equality in circumftancffs ^ and tum-» 
ble blindly into worthlefs handi, that nei- 
ther reverence their perfons, nor regard 
their converfatbn, but confider them, zspur- 
(bafeSy which they have made, at the- fuU 
market value : nay, they draw pretence to , 
treat a lady negligently, by virtue of her 
. own 
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owft example. For, &s {he feon^ y> rate 
her value d^berfelfhy vaonsjt ihe ipvitos her 
lover y to ihink m^ly of luer too, an4 teach- 
es him to look on AJt, a^ *// the vsorfi pri- 
:^ing in her. In .ihoxtt, when •dwm/^ 4* ^ 
getG ground of common Jen/e^ diat ientimentSf 
in which the Ar^^r/ has intereft, muft give 
way to fajhion and afpearance^ nrono^n can 
meet no foft returns of paffion, becaufe they 
neither feem tojeel^ nor wuierfiand ^'exn. 

You will, I know, be >vi[e enough, dear 
Rany, to efca|>e this modijb mifery i but yet, 
negleB not fortune ; for, 'till your own is 
large enough to^i^tf/^ your dtfregardoixt in 
hintj your heart is partial to, 'twill be iiril, 
and principally, necefiary; learn only how 
tojio^f at a fufficjency, and Icorn to overlook 
the motives of internal peace, for a delufivc 
profpeiS; of increafe to outipard happinefs. 

To fay the truth, what right has any "wife^ 
who fold bfrfelfy this matrimonial way, to 
blame a hmtal hujbandy for his moil uttmanly 
ufage of her ? Ingratitude flie muA not tax 
him with, becaufe flie neither trujied nor en- 
deared him : nor can (bcju/lly caft reproach 
upon his coldneji, or his cruelty } her bar- 
gain was not for his virtues and affeSHon, but 
for 
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for 'his fortune J and hxsfettiemeht : and, 
granting fcer aot^'^iroh'g'di in thofc great 
points 'fee 'bd^Uli- for, what reafoii to " blame 
him.^ for his want of Joftfjefs and rej^eBf' 
The 'man is bonefty though not m4nnerly j he 
p(r^s her what fhe dealt for ; -- and, fince (he 
imdervalaed his ^Wii? qualities, what room for 
j^grr, Tvhen fhe miffes'tta ? 

Ask Mr. K — ■>, for a more full account 
of this poor lady's fate ; fome odd particu- 
lars you'll juftly laugh at y and fome will 
claim-youi'/i'/y. " • 

See! how infenfibly wcimitate the very 
faults^ we find in others \ Thefe bad exam- 
ples draw us afide, naturally ; dnd, while I 
wafte fo many words, to fliew how Mrs. 
S~^n loft her way, I go aftray myfelf, and 
had almoft forgot, what Mr. Stanlake defi- 
red you to write for my advice in. If I 
judge right, the colonel will be difappointed 
in his profpeft. ~ At all events, I would not 
have him prefled for payment of the mo- 
ney, 'till the ne-wz-papers name him aftually, 
as governor of Carolina. *Tis the worlets 
cruel way, to hang opprejjion on the hopes of 
thofe, whom they have power to keep from 
rifingi but 'tis neither politic nox moral. 
The" 
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The ailer one becomes tofatisfyy the likelier 
is the other to be fatisfied ; whereas unfea- 
fonable interruption puts that benefit to inj- 
xard, which wehaften to T^rar^ too eagerly. 

As foon as 'tis confirmed, and his com- 
mffion in the offices, then Mr. Stanlake may 
infift on an aflignmcnt, from his falary for 
a regular payment of the current intereft (of 
the 1 500/.) in the office here at home ; and 
let him, if he can, include the intereft of 
what is due to me in arrear j for.from 1729, 
to this day, I have received but loo/, upon 
the colonel's dehty where y^ I. ought to have 
been paid me yearly. 

■ Don't write, for fear I mifs your letter. 
— Heaven grant, I find all friends in health 
and happinefs. Beholding thofe we love, in 
peacCy half baniihes the want of it, from our 
o-wnbofoms. I am, mybelov'd Rany'^t and 
all the reft of my dear children's, 

Mofi affeSlionate father , 

A. Hill. 

Bdinbnrgk, Oft. zj. 1736. 

Vol. 11. F T» 
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To Mr. Popple, 

Sept. T$, t74<?. 
Dear Sir, . 

UNDER common diiappointments of 
life, lean confider myfelf, as only 
■ unfortunate i but lam unhappy ^ under al?- 
fence frotn/ocieiy, fo fincerely delightful a? 
youn. This is a truth I Have a thoufand 
times experienced, fince I liad the pleafur^ 
of feeing you lafl: ; and, for that reafop, I 
look forward with increafed fatisfaftion, to 
fome profpeSs I have, of . overcoming my 
little anxieties, ~ I mean in the eye and puh- 
lick face of the world i for, as , for as they re- 
lated to myfelfy I have already been , able to 
triumph over them all, in the unwitnefield re- 
flections oifoUtUiie. 

But let memake,hafl:e,-from this fubjcifl 
to one, which (I think from my heart) 
gave me a longer and more fcnfible forrow, 
— So humane, and fo generous a man» as I 
tave in my view, when he undergoes any 
ftroke of calamity, gives a dmbk affliftiim 
to his friends ; for, while their grief muft 
be Jharpt in proportion to their kve of the 
fufferer, 
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Jaferer, their abhorrence of the brutal /«- 
gratitude of the world, gives, ifpoffible, an 
acuter concern to hear, how few fpeafc, 
and feel, as they ought, concerning ^spaiije 
in thtfortimes of a genikman, who feem'd to 
think with no other enjoyment <ii the profpe- 
rity, he became with fuch grace, than as it en- 
abled him to fcatter it abroad, and invite his 
maligners to (bare it.-- Wherever he is, may 
he grow happier — and return to fuch figure 
and diftinBion in life, as I wifh everj branch 
(£ his famify. 

I AM heartily forty my affairs will not, 
forfonne.fliofttime yet, allow me the plea- 
furc of thanking you (in perfon) for the trou- 
ble you have been fo good as to give yourfelf, 
With tefpeO: to my Cafar. But I oaght not 
to mingle thefe iubjeds: I will inclofe a 
reply, in a feparate paper, and leave it to- 
youf pleafurc and judgment. 

What a lottery vjbeelis this toorld, and. 
how very a pla^'tlAng our hope of good for* . 
tune I We have feen it in die melancholy 
fate of our poor friend Colonel Horfey; — 
Afte^ twenty years unwearied purfuit of one 
flattering aiid&TOUritii'prolpca, — he had 
Fz no 
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no fooner po^efjed it, as the fruit of his indef- 
atigable patience^ and with a length of in- 
concovable mortifications, than he died — 
as it were, in Atetching out his hand to re- 
ceive it ! JuH fuch yAmCtivTigJhadowi as this^' 
are the comforts we promife ourfelveSj from 
ih^ future increafe of oar Jame,— the prejent 
regard of our Jriends~ihe cverlafting fince- 
rity of our mijirejjes — and the aflFeftion and 
felicity of our children. Yet, how vain is 
complaint t in thefe cafes ! — All pretenfions 
toward an abfolute cure of fuch inherent 
diftempen of HJe^ are but noftruna oithtprieji 
or qiiack-d0(>r. — Tou 2xc wife cnough,"to 
praSiife the only true remedy, who, expeft-, 
ing no relief, but from palliatives^ are for 
calmly enjoying the /r(/^fl?, without toor^- 
trofpe^ a concern for the p^j or too bold * 
belief in iht future. And this, in the beft 
fenfe, fhould be natural pbHofophfi from 
your flcill in which fcience, may you ever 
continue to reap a full harveft of health, 
peace; and pleafure, 'till I wi£h you no loa- 
ger the friend of, . 
Dear Sir, 

Tour moji unchangeably faithful, 
. . Jind i^eSlionate-bumble Servant J 

A. Hill. 
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Te Mr. Poppxe. 

Dear Sir, 

IN a letter from myfiriy he informs me 
what you had the goodnefs to tell him, 
in relation to Cafar. If you pleaTe to take 
the tremble of receiving^ the copy I have fcnt- 
him, in exchange for the old one, I believe, 
there will be found in it, whatever they. 
could wifli, or propofe, to be altered. The; 
whole Jirji , fcene of ^t firji aft, and very 
much more of that aft being left out, and 
the Flay fo corrected and ihortened, in eve- 
ry p£ut. that, I tlunk (and am flattered with 
aiTurances, I ought to confide in, that I do, 
not think wrong] it ftands now in need of 
no (harper correftionj — and I am, there- 
fore, difpofed to revife it no farther. 

If, in the condition it comes in, Mr. 
Fleetwood does not fee it a'Play, that will be 
of infinite fervice to his company, I muft de- 
fpair of ever offering him any. — If he plea- 
fes to a£i it, as' it is, he may have it imme- 
diately X if not, you will be fo kind as to re- 
ceive it again, iiombis hands, and return it 
to m/fff, at your leifure. As to terms of a- 
F 3 greement. 
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greement, 1 Ihall leave them to Ms. Fleetm 
'wood'% own pleafurc. Only, if the play docs 
not take, fo as to bring vifibie profit and cre- 
dit to his houfe, I will expe<S nothing for.it, . 
St all ; and this. Sir, I beg you to tell him. 

. I AM a ftfanger to the prefent fituation of 
the a£tors of both companies, io th^t I have 
not been able t© eaft foitie of the diaraacrsj 
hat that wilibe a matter of no inconvenienfce, 
if they don't (7i!? tfiie Play'j if they do, lean 
^fily fill up thofe blanks, ,' upon procuring, 
from Mr. Chetwood, a lift of the aiSmrs. I 
am very mBch obliged to you for the (roll-.- 
ble you have been willing to take, on- this ■ 
fubjedt, and fhall beg.y0ur permiffioh, to' 
dnlarge it fofar, as \q hope to learn from 
you, whether, and how foon, Mr, Fketi^4 
^ill bring onthe Tragedy. - -I arri, 

Dear ^ir, 

lour faofi apStmaity 

^^ qSe4fefif bumble Seruma, 

A. Hill, 



r# 
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To Jfr. Popple. 

O^. 24, 1740. 
Dear Sir, 

IT is in^ffible, hat I muft acquit you 
iirtHn all imputation, concerning die oi- 
jtSions you have fent me, becaufe they are 
angrounded and virulent remarks, and can 
have been the awi oi no friend oi mat i 
nothing Icfs than ill-vnll having brought 
forth :thi8 criticifm^ fo unthinkingly mifia^ 
km, in e^ery particular, that the only pre- 
tence it can have to the refped of a fccond 
peru£d, is, the honour of hanng pafled thro' 
^w«r hand, to my notice. 

r To ^aidc general exceptioriy againft the fub- 
yaSi idelf, becaufe it gives fear of a compari- 
fittt when brought on the flage. — I muft 
content m^elf to return them no anfwer ; 
having refleded, a hundred times, what it 
is tbcy would mean, by domparifon, and re- 
nuining utterly unable to'guefs at their pur- 
ppfe. But, where they begin to fpeak 
pkinfyy and would carp, at the charaftcr of 
Antony, as if differing from his true oae, la 
kijhrfi^hovf much is thcweaknefs of their 
F 4 i7/-w/// 
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ill-will to be pitied ? Had I really drawn 
Marc jintony, (as \hty fancy I have) wtckedy 
corrupt t the moft profit^ of the Romans, 
and zfervile adherent to tyranny, would not 
Cicero havs juftified me, in doing it ? Why 
«lfe, was that orator's ileat& fo fcverely re- 
markable, but in reye^ejffit the Vileil of 
pidures, which he had' pubUckly drawn^for 
Marc Jntony? So that, adipittJng i(/?oryJbad 
no other authority, (whetejis; you know very 
well, it has many) was not this in itfelf, a 
fufficicnt one ? What do they mean, then, 
by appealing -to biftory? But, I deny, that 
Marc Antony is a wicked, or proffitute cha- 
rafter : on the contrary, he is full of bums' 
nity, faithfuly polijhed, braye^ and apprchen- 
five of nothing, but for thcfafety of his par 
tron, and the optimates ufurpation in ihafe- 
vate. Befidep, who does not know, that he 
was the moft obligedi\nimacbed of z[\ Ca- 
far's dependents ? A man, indeed, of fome 
dijolutenefs in life, yet, of winning and fo- 
ciable manners i and they wjio pretend, that, 
inftead of founding Brutus, he attempts to 
corrupt bim, muft have read what they cin- 
■ furs, with a fhamefuUy loofe and uncritical 
negligence. — I can allow Brutus, in the 
ficrwaefs of republican ill-manners, to call 
perfqafion' 
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perfuafion corruption ; but it is unpardonable 
io men^ who pretend to be teachers of others, 
not to have dtflinguijhed, that no more is 
here meant, by corruption^ than an honcft 
and generous endeavour, to draw off Brutus^ 
from his ill-tim'd oppofitim to the purpofed 
rcftoration of liberty. As for their accufa- 
tion, concerning, contempt and ill-ianguage, 
the flighted infpe£tion might have ferved to 
convince men of fenfc and obfervation, that 
Brutus fays nothing to Antorrf, but what is a 
great de^ more roughs than the other's rf- 
pties are. 

In fpite of the four humour, one is apt to 
be put into, upon finding one's felf looked 
over, with fo mil an eye, they comptllcd me 
to fmiley in one place, where they complain, 
that, when Ct^far declares his intention, to 
give freedom to Rome, they have only Ca~ 
Jar\ own word for it. In the name of old 
Bavius ! whofe vmrd elfe, would defcrve to 
be taken for it ? — yet, no truth can be 
clearer, than that they have not only his 
^mrd, but alfo his thoughts, and his adUons. 
They have his thoughts in his Joliloquyy at 
the opening of the Play, (where nobody be- 
ing prefent, but G^r, the auditors fee his 
foul. 
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foul undifguifcd, and to the bottom)— They 
have his a^iom^ in the injun£tion he lays on 
M, uinton^y as conful; and, ag^, in the 
comirumd he leaves Brutus, in the Will. ~ 
And they have his *wordy in that fcene of the 
fccond aft, which thefe wife- gehtkmen 
ftem not to have uaderfiood, though it is the 
moft fignificant and beftj in the Tragedy j 
where, befides the manly and generous com- 
^^nhefhewsto the <^urbed.apprehcn- 
fions of a lady^ who loves him, he, by fadsfy- 
ingxhc Jears of Calpburnia, removes, at tlw 
fame time, all dijirud of bimfelfy from the 
minds of the audience. ~ And, furely, the 
cenfuren took fmalt trouble of tinnldng^ 
when they judged it inconfiftenf, with the 
caution of Cafar, to truft his own wije with 
a /i^, which he defigned to proclaim, the 
next hour, for hig juftification and honour, 
to ixpubticajfembly oi^fi people. 

But I am troubling my friend to no pur- 
pofe ; it being a vain and ridiculous labour 
to aim at convincing ^e judgment oi preju- 
diced many who could cenfure a Play, on 
fuch light and unattentive firft glances. I 
am almoft alhamed to bring arguments 
againft that ilrahge and unaccountable 
mijiake. 
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miftake, — that Brutus kills Cajhr, bccaute 
Cafar defigned, to kill- Aim. Every thing 
Brutus faysis a new multiplied proof to the 
contrary. The worft confeqiience he dizws 
from his fightof the -warrant is, that Ca/ar 
had deceiv'd him, with the poUtical vie w, juft 
infinuated to him by Cqffius^ aad that he 
(^ould not be the fon of a man, who had 
coimniflioned a foldicr to murder him. But 
9i to any ideas of ^perfonal refentment, or 
revenge, I know pot what could betray your 
ert'tics, to drejun of a motive lb wide of his 
trw one, after reading the. behaviour of Bru- 
tus, in the fcene that immediately follows, 
\Ktwe.enbim and Cafar! And, when'diey 
fancied, that Brutus ought not to have be- 
lieved Cafar, capable of fo mean an action, 
they forgQj, how well Brutus was acquaint- 
ed with the. hand-writing, he faw to the 
Warrant ; and that CaJJius, and the Senators 
prefent, had juft taken it cue of the pocket 
oi an officfT of Cafar, aflaiilting the garden 
oi Brutus, ^t A feizixtg.and confining his 
nmfe, for fccuring the purpofe, cxpreiTed in 
that "warrant ! What kind of fafls would be 
fr6$fs, deferving Credit from Brutus, if fuch 
g^riirg ones !are too %mtk to convince him ? 

It 
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It was eafy for judges (too much inhaftc 
to think twicejtocry out— Cafarvms blind, 
rather than bravty when he flighted infor- 
mations of a purpofe to murder him, and re- 
fiifed even to look into a lift of the conJpira~ 
tors name: ; but fucb judges can be little ac- 
quainted with the cbaraSier of Cafar, who 
fuppofe this condmS improbable. Numerous 
pali&ges, in the Roman' hx&oc\zr\%t make it 
not only likely ^ but proper. After -which, 
what need have I to trouble myfelfwith ex- 
plaining fome other very obvious juftifica- 
tions of his negligence, at the time here ^- 
luded to ? — He might believe the report, 
though hc'feemed to defpijeh, wifely chu- 
ling a future, and more private enquiry into 
particulars ; not' fu/peding the plot was To 
ripe, as to be ready ifbr execution, in a mo- 
ment ; and difdaining to (hew a fear of af- 
&(BnSi when he was juft ftepping into the 
Senate ; and while the devoted. Plebeians of 
his party, aw'dthe ftreets of all Rome^ in his 
favour.. 

But, certainly, the mofineeak of all criti- 

cifms is that, whic]h accufes the Tragedy, for 

making Portia and Calpburnia of abfolute 

ncccflity 
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necelfity to the dijirefs of the/di^j becauTe 
they do not appear to have been fo, to that 
of the hiftory. 'Tis a comfort, however, 
that a poett of thefe gentlemen's making, 
would be fevourably tafked with invention .- 
but, for the fake of plain truth, I would aflc 
them, what, without invention, is poetry ? 
and what writer of rhymes has not heard,- 
thztfupp^tionsy not direftly contradifted by 
hijioryy are not only allowable to dramatical 
writers, but that (where probable in them- 
felves, and increafing the dijirefs of the ftory) 
they are the foul anAfupport of all Tragedy^ 
and of indifpenf^le ufe and neceiHty. 

And thus. Sir, have I forced myfelf to 
confider a coUeiSion of cenfures, too ralh to 
deferve the refuting ; and, efpecially, fince 
it had not the merit of your approbation, 
but was fent me, in compliance with the re- 
queft I had made in my laft. What a pro- 
fpe£t, in the interim, has poor Tragedy^ 
where nine tenths of an audience may be cri~ 
tics, of the fame extent of good-nature and 
genius with thefe wife gentlemen, who have 
been facrificing the reputation of their parts 
to the moft vifible gratification of their 
malice. ~- I am fo^^ of the thought, that 
I beg 
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I beg you ta fhorten a trouble (which h2» 
accidentaUy, and without.my.having.any the 
leail ihare in the guilt, been. thrown upoit 
you, by the maru^er of the Pfayboufe) and, if 
he will not agree to bring 00 the Trage^^ 
without hefitatiofit ^Ueration^ or di^ultyy. 
difcharge yourfelf of the burthen, by fend- 
ing it back, to -my forii lod^ngs in town, 
at Mr.P/«^'s, in 5/. Albari% Street, for. 

Dear. Sir^ , . , 

Thar moft affeBionate, 

Faithful humble Servant, 

A. HiLU 



r* 



dt, Google 



Original Letters. 79 

To M: Popple. 

Nov. 12, 1740. 
SIR, 

GIVE me me leave to obferve, that you 
do fome injuftice to my motive, when 
you call it only the foffibk future happinefs 
of the gentleman it regarded. If it had not 
been his certain future happinefs (fpeaking 
always with exception to the current of hu- 
man contingencies) I fhould never have 
thought it a gift wordi my offering, or the 
regard of his acceptance, for whom It was 
purpofed. 

Aboht five years ago, the board of trade; 
by order of the Houfe ofLt^ds^ laid before 
them a ftate of the plantations, wherein, 
fpeaking of Bermudas (if I add a letter more, 
than your brother allows in his mafy it is 
only, 'till I learn why he changed the old 
name for a better) when (I fay) the Q>m- 
mijfioners for Trade and Plantations come to 
fpeak o£ Bermudas, they affirm, that they 
.Have reafon for concluding it.prafticable, to 
produce there, the wine which is made in 
"Mifdeira ;' and which, (they might have 
added) 
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added) being the chief draught of our colo- 
nies, is in demand, to fuch extcnfive degree, 
that Barbadoei alone pays for it, to the a- 
mount of about 30,000/. yearly. 

The board of trade recommending this 
defign to the Lords, as the bell adapted im- 
provement for an ifland, whereof one of 
your brothers (hereditary fecretary, as I 
may call him, to that board) is, at prcfent, 
the Governor J I concluded, there was nobody 
fo properly qualified, for reducing their 
fchemc into praftice, as another of your bro- 
thers, who, in order to make that pleajanteft 
fituation on earth become alfo the happiefl^ 
can want nothing but the knowledge, how, 
at an eafy expence, to eftablifti an eftate 
there, (within two or three years time, at 
fartheft) which would have lifted him above 
all the promifing profpedts he /?V? > and gone 
on to increafe to a degree, 'tis now needleft 
to mention. 

This, Sir, was my motive for defiring to 
know, whether that gentleman was retired 
to Bermudas. Had he been there, I would 
)iave enabled him to carry the board of 
trade's hint, into immediate and effedual ex- 
ecution. 
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ecution, being, I believe, more capable of 
dcwng it, than mqft men in England, where 
we are fadly def e(3:ive in whatever relates to 
a vineyard j every circumftance whereof, I 
had opportunities from experience abroad, 
and long and obftinate meditation, at home, 
to know, both in praSiice and theory. And, 
as I have lately inftrufted my Jon to fucceed 
here, in an affair of like nature, which our 
nation has for many years, been attempting 
in vain, it came into my thoughts, how great 
ufe the fame ikill might have been of to 
your brother, with refpedt to the colonies 
abroad, if he had, as I fancied he had, been 
invited to fix at Bermudas. In this view, 
I had no kind of intareft, but bis, and the na- 
tion's: my own affairs incline a very different 
■way, and I myfclf (I thank God) above the 
bad profp^£t, which both enemies and 
friends feem to have imagined my fortune 
reduced to, from a retirement, which was 
much more the effect of my knowing the 
world, than of any want of capacity to main- 
tain my ground in it. I am, with great 
truth and frlendihip. 

Tour moft obedient Servant, 

, A. Hill. 

Vol. n. ' G . 
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to William Topple, Efq-, 

Nov. 30, 1740* 
> Dear Sib, 

1 Shall begin my remarks on tfte affair 
of BermudaSy with a declaration, that X 
think it, by no means advifrable, for your 
brother, to wait the o^Hnion of people oa 
the fpot ; for, except Itrfs of time, he has 
nothing to hope from perfons, who thcm- 
felves cwiceive nothing. Why clfc, have 
they been feated a century in a place fo a* 
. dapted by nature, and yet bad no notion at 
all of an improvement, thatpuihed itfelf on 
their notice. They have humbly contented 
themfelves to be carriers of themwjof Ma- 
deira, to our American plantaftom, withovit 
ever refle<£iing, that their own ifiafid lay lA 
one and the fame line of latitude^ both 'in 32 
degrees almoft exadly. 

If you had aecuftomed yourfelf to con- 
verfe with planters and traderp, on defigns 
for making changes in commerce, you would 
never have expeSed »rw lights, from eiFefl: 
of thofe men's thoughts or experience. Our 
mother country, God blefs h^r, among the 
r^ft 
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reft of her rights and immunities, has had 
the privilege, from time immemorial, to de- 
dare and believe, all things impraBicable^ till 
they have been proved eafy^ by the adven- 
tures of others. No freeborn EngUJh inha- 
bitant of Jamaica had a faith, that vras fup- 
ple enough to allow coffee could grow- in 
that ifland : their refifting underftandings, 
before they coald fubmit to be ftretched to 
that length of conceflion, found it neceffary 
to be taught, that this was not a filly propo- 
fal, by feeing it undertaken with fuccefs, by 
the Fremb, who lived under their nofe>. 
Then, indeed, like the four-footed fupport- 
ers, of our woollen manufafture, they troop- 
ed quietly after their leaders. 

I HAVE, for above twenty years paft, been 
ptrfwading a wooden head, or two, in the 
South of Carolina^ to procure fugar canes^ 
irom fom'e of the ijlands, and plant them m 
thofe deep rich fiais^ near their rivers, where 
no length of time could impair the fertility 
of tile foil, but it would throw up the canes 
from feven to nine years together, from one 
root, without annual repkntingi^ and dung- 
ingSj which, in Barhedoes, and other worn- 
Wtf plantttions, make xh^it fugars coft three 
G 2 times. 
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times the money they did, at firft planting. 
They judged this a chimerical hope ; fome 
had planted a dozen of canes, (and with 
great care and caution no doubt!) and thefe 
■ wife rrien had declared Carolina too cold.— It 
had now and then hard winters, and Jugar~ 
canes muftbe killed by the fro/i, I appeal, 
for a manifeft proof of the contrary, to Ma- 
deira^ (in a latitude, a degree or two, more 
north) where they make as good fugar as any 
in the world, and where we are told by the 
•portuguefe writers themfelves, that, before 
the canes were tranfpianted to the mellower 
■deep foils of Brazil^ their Ving'sjiftb of Ma- 
•deira fugar from a fpace of ground, about 
nine miles in circuit, came to Jixty thoufand 
arrobes, of each 25 pound in weight. I ad- 
ded, befides, that the Turks make much fu- 
gar in Egypt ; nay, in Candia, five or fix de- 
grees to the mrthward of South Carolina j 
that it grows very freely, in Morocco, and 
■ even in Grenada, in Spain ; and, to compleat 
• (as one would have thought) their encou- 
ragement, I told them, where there are fe- 
ven or eight profperous^^<2r plantations, in 
fo wintry a country as Sicily, feven degrees 
to the north of their own. But, I ought to 
have fpared all my pains ; they remain wife- 
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ly convinced, to this day, that Carolina is no 
country ior fugar : and fo they will continue 
to think, 'till fome Frenchman of the fettle- 
ments 'at their back, makes it a common re- 
turn, from thofe colonies j and then we fliall 
have them gravely petitioning the Parlia- 
ment, for fome aid, in relief of their igno' 
ranee. 

I REPEAT, therefore, my advice, that, 
without ftaying for the ojMnion of the Ber- 
mudianSj your brother, (from whofe map of 
our American plantations^ I conclude him 
thoroughly a^'ai^f of their fituation and na- 
tural advantages) would confult only the 
rational foundation of his purpofe. He 
cannot, however, here at home want op- 
portunities, to enquire, of fome native of 
Bermudai, whether vines are not common, 
and eafily raifed, in that ifland ? — Let him 
look into the latefl and beft approved writers^ 
fuch as Colonel. Beverley's, and yones's ac- 
counts of Virginia ; or Lawfon's and Catejhy's 
natural hiftories of Carolina ; he will fee, 
that not only the 'wildvinth, in thofe provin- 
ces, over-run and encumber the foil, fo as 
that fome of thefe authors have not thought 
it extravagant, to affirm, very ferioufly, 
G 3 that 
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diat they have gathered, from one pogle 
vine, when it has run up round z tree, as 
maay ^apei as "would have haded a London 
cart. I make ufe QiCaJonel Beverle/^ ver- 
bal expreffion ; who, in the fame place, de- 
clares further, that ^i/^s or cuttingi of vine». 
brought from Eun^e, being planted in Fir- 
gima, in the fprhg, produce grapes, in the 
autumn of that very fame year they are 
planted. And I myfelf have ordered expe- 
riments to be made, in Carolimy whence I 
have reafon to affirm, they fay nothing, in 
the extraordiijary inftances above, which is 
not ftriftly correfpQndcnt with the truth, 
by experience. 

You will wonder, fince grapes are of. fi> 
eafy a growth, in thofe countries, what uo- 
cnterprizing devil has poffeffed the inbaii-^ 
ients, that wine k not a ^aple commodity a«i 
mong them. The truth is, they wintjUff 
and pbilofophy. Their glebe having never 
been vpeakened by culture^ retains too rich 
and too 0. /y a rancour. -^ Hence the flefli of 
. dieir grapes is too clammy^ and, inftead of % 
fre? fluid liquor, emits, in the preffing, a 
juice of a re^ confiftence, Jike_/V/^, mixeti 
with a fibrous and f^i^y co»ri^ fubftance, 
that 
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that floats up and clown in the liquor,~And 
the natural heat of thofe latitudes exciting a 
rapid and ^xon^ ferrnentatiorif this excefs, in 
the ferment, is increafed by the foulnefs of 
too turbid a mu/i ; fo that, before it can clari- 
fy^ it works itfelf acid. 

As they want a conception of the caufe of 
this fault, they are fure to fall fliort of its 
remedy. They ought to dig vaults, and 
therein let down clofe-covered fermenting 
backsy deep into the ground, where the air 
would be cooled, and kept temperate. — In 
thefe backs, their bruifed grapes, after tread- 
ing or breaking; fhould lie five or fix, or 
more days, before prefling j during which 
time, the^^/JU, fermenting and foaking to- 
gether, with the muft, would, by effeft of 
their tartarousfalt, mixing with, and rarify- 
ing the oily tenacity of the ]\\ict,feparate the 
•winey part from the flejf^', and give tbinnefi 
and fluidity to the liquor, fo that being after- 
wards preffed out in hair bags, and putjS'w 
into the fame backs, to work, th.c fermenta- 
tion would ftop, at its due point of time, and 
die mne be rich, lively and durable. 

G 4 I COME 
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I cor^ now to remark an advantage or 
two, that vineyards in Bermu3ai would have 
beyond thofe in Madeira ; even though we 
fuppofe ^e prime cojl to the buyer, the iame 
in hoth ijlandi j as, indeed, it muft be, if the 
£n^///£ improvers would /fcwrf a demand for 
ikatii produB. Mzny Bermudas floops are 
employed to fetch wine from Madeira, and 
to carry it afterwards, and fell it, at our fugar 
iflands. All this courfe to Madeira will be 
faved, when they can take in their loading 
at home, and fail diredtly away to their mar- 
kef. This is one of the remarks ; — another 
is a ilill greater faving, in the duty upon ex- 
portation now paid to the 'Portuguefe, at Ma- 
deira-, and which would not be paid for 
- wine, of the growth of Bermudas. — And a 
third is, that the Madeira wine of Bermudas 
will h^ finer, and tnoTtfaleable, beyond all 
comparifon, than that of Madeira itfelf ; 
and becaufe this may found ftrange, I will 
make it evident, in as few words as poflible. 

The Portuguefe, as a check to the fore- 
mentioned aptnefs, in their wines, to grow 
eager (not having the ufe of that natural re- 
medy I have juft been defcribing) put in a 
conHderablc 
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coniiderable proportion of lime: (they call 
it Giejjo, from Gypfum, burnt paftre, or ala- 
bafter.) — Hereby, indeed, they break the 
coherence of too ro^ a muft, and introduce 
an. alcaline balance, that may refift acid ten- 
dency, in the courfe of the Jerment : but 
then, on the other fide, limey [2s we fee, in' 
the refining, of fugars) abforbs and deftroys 
vegetable oils, which give wines all theic 
odour and fiavour i leaving a hot, and iumt 
taile, in their room, that requires very loof 
keeping, extraordinary agitation in the cajk^ 
and, fometimes, a too warm and improper 
expofure, before it can throw off a twang, 
that is difagreeable, at firft, to all palates. 
The wearing- out of this tajlef in fome mea- 
fure, by inceflant commotions a^tfea, is the 
true caufe of that difference^ fo often obfer- 
ved, in favour of Madeira wines, carried firft 
to our colonies, and then brought back to . 
England, compared with thofe, which come 
over direftly from Madeira to London. 

■ I HAVE only had room, in this letter, to 
fliew, why Bermudas is fitter than Madeira^ 
to produce a wine, which our colonies con- 
fume, in immoderate quantities ; as alfo, 
why it might there be made cheaper, and 
better i 



dt, Google 



90 Original Letteks. 

better ; to which I have added the fliort and 
plain reafon, why they, who in our Ameri-' 
can i^antations, have, hitherto, gone about , 
to make wine, have mifcarried j ~ and, in 
my next, (if your brother defires to fee 
more on the fubjedl) I defign to fhcw him 
how he may, and at what expence, and with 
what cautions, procure, plant, and manage 
the vines \ and how, at a charge of about 
500/. yearly, at moft, he may make and fell 
wine enough, annually, to obtain an almoft 
immediate and noble eftate, without human 
likelihood of mifcarriage. 

This is the general view of the fcheme j 
ifyour brother inclines to attempt it, I (hall, 
with frankncfs and plcafure, give him light, 
in the remaining particulars, being truly and 
difintereftedly his, and, 

Sir, 

Tour ntoji bumbU^ 

And offtBianate Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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To Mr. Popple. 

Dec. 8, 1740. 
Dear Sir, 

I Will conclude (though you did not de- 
clare it) that you fent me your Bermu- 
dds objeSions, againft vineyards, in that 
Ifland, as a juftification of my advice, that no 
ftrefs fhould be laid on plantation opinions. 
TThis gentleman, by the charadter vou give 
him, ihoul3 be one of the wifeft among 
them, and yet, how unweighed and mifta- 
ken his reafonings appear, upon this fubjc<S, 
it virill furprife you to fee, when you fift 
them. — The caufe is, our American plant- 
ers are accuftomed to tread in a track ; veiy 
many of them have excellent parts, but they 
confine them to one point of view j and 
whatever arifcs on the right or leii fide of 
their road, they take care to pafs by, as a 
frojeSf, 

It is no new thin|r, to find men of good 
fenfe, when reftrained by thefe narrow im- 
fweflions, fupporting falfe fa<Ss, by falfe 
reafonings. But how Arange an opinion is 
that of your gentleman, that, in places, 
where 
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where plants arc not of the natural growth 
of the foil, they ftand in need of more 
warmth in the latitude ! According to this 
way of reafoning, Englijh faiFron, as it was 
brought us, originally, from Spain, muft be 
inferior in value, to the Spanijh, and yet, 
who does not know, that the quite con- 
trary fafl: is the true one ? Compare the 
fugars of Barbados with thofe of Jamaica ; 
the firft ifiand is five full degrees to the 
South from the latter ! but are its fugars, 
for that reafon, the better? On the contra- 
ry, they are fo notedly worfe, as to fell 
cheaper, from four to fix (hillings per hun- 
dred, notwithftanding their nearer approach 
to the fun. It is the difference in JkUl, and 
not latitude, that gives one place a reputa- 
tion for products, which are falfely fuppo- 
fed unattainable in others, becaufe lefs S^- 
\Quxsh\y Jeated. 

As to what your friend has informed you 
of coffee, I am afraid, he is doubly miftaken : 
■jft, imagining it grows but in thofe parts of 
jirabia, about Mocha, from whence 'tis ex- 
ported, and finding the latitude there to be 
fix or feven degrees warmer than "Jamaicay 
he imputes to that difference the fuppofed 
inferiority 
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inferiority of our coffet forced, as he calls it, 
in the laj fituation : whereas the coffee of 
thejbils about Mocba, is inferior, both in 
flavour and weight, to that which they ga- 
ther, for the T'urkijb confumption, in the 
upper Arabias, as iar back, as to 24 degrees, 
and feme of it even a good deal to the 
north of the tropic. This is one mijiake in 
the gentleman : another is, that he declares 
the Jamaica attempt to hzw^ failed, whereas 
it is yet in the dawn of its infancy. One 
fa(5t I can tell you, from my own late expe- 
rience ; I drank much finer coifee, in 
France, of their new Martineque produdiion, 
than any that I ever tafted in London, im- 
ported in the fhips of our Eaji India com- 
pany J and, fince Jamaica was humble e- 
nough, to wait for a trial of this growth, 
'till ihe could filch it from the French, in 
her neighbourhood, I hope, we arc not lefs 
' able to copy, than willing to ileal our ex- 
amples. 

Another remark of your friend's, which 
I muft not omit to take notice of, is, that 
the Bermudians have fcnt feveral times for 
French Fignerom to inftruft them } and, 
becaufe thefe did not Juccecd, in attempts 
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txy make wine, the ti^gn moil:, of coar/ct 

be impraciicabU, 

The people, m Virginia, for thefc hun- 
dred and fifty years paft, ever fince Capt. 
Smith's firft account of their fetdement, 
have b^en blundering, again and again, into 
the fame groundlefs hope with Bermwias, 
that Frenchmen are the only men f6r a vine- 
yard: not refledting, that, if they needs 
muft borrow help from a foreigner, a Spa- 
niard would have made the beft vigneron, 
for a latitude fo approaching his own ; 
whereas the wine countries of France, ly- 
ing at a medium, about 48 north, fuch a 
di^erence, as 16 (legrees, in the l^tude, 
producing a proportionable difa]^reement of 
quality in the wines, each mufl require to 
be managed, in a method, the reverfe of 
the other. 

But, becaufe a general refle6lion, how- 
ever natural and obvious, cannot carry fuch 
force of perfuafion, as a particular dedu^on 
of the caufe,'} will explain, in what the dif- 
ference confifts, between wines of a cli- 
mate, like that of Bermudas, and thofe of a 
cold me, like France. After which, I HiaU 
need 
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need add no reafons, why the one could not 
fiiltoheJpeiUdjhy the fatmzTts of manage- 
ment, that would preferve and make per- 
fta die other. 

Every wine, while in /»«/?, is a heavy, 
fwect, and unfpiritedj^&^ ; it is only from 
fermentation they acquire Jlrength and vino- 
fitj : fermentation of -mnes is the amfii^ 
between their vegetable oib, and thciT/alfSy 
both diluted and rarificd, by the afbion of 
their internal air^ that, having been ihut 
up, by a clamtfff cohefion, in the pulp of 
the fruit, recovers its fpring and liquidity, 
expanding itfelf by aid of warmth, rclea- 
fing, and interfei^ing, by its agitatkn^ the 
tinaffively coagulated contraries, and re- 
uniting them with the watery medium, 
diey float in, into a lively and fpirited •wine ; 
whereof the^ perfeBion confifts in a balance^' 
exadlly preferved, between the hard and 
zai^erejaline part, and the fwee^ and odo- 
riferous oify. 

Now, in grapes of too northern a cli- 
mate, the prevailing cxcefs is the falf, 
-whereas, in thofe of 3. funnier country, the 
«7f are the abounding diftindlion. In the 
firft 
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firft, the tafte is dry, fiiarp, and quick, (a» 
in Rhenifh) — In the fecond, it is flat, fofti. 
and heavy, (as in Malmfies.) — Either of 
thefe two, ftanding in need of aid of the 
other, thp utmoft accomplifhment of wine 
is an equal proportion of both, whereby the 
pungent fapidity of the falts ferves to enliven 
and Simulate the ails, and the rich racy 
fulnefs of the oils, to enfheath and give 
fmoothnefs to the falt^ : and hence it will 
neceflarily follow, that a Frencbman, in 
whofe climate the wines, being hard and 
unripened, require an opening and expan- 
fion of their oils, muft mifmanage the too 
ripe, and thick wines of a climate, where a 
want oithoitfahs is the defed, and any 
further extenfion of oils, which already a- 
bound to excefs, will be fure to corrupt the 
rank miifl, and make it ropy, unjound, and 
infipid. 

You will gather, from this little re- 
mark, the extent of the Bermudas philofo- 
phy ; where, inftead of comprehending the 
kind difpofition of nature, (that, in mixing 
green grapes, on the fame bunches with 
ripe ones, prepares but a tartar to temper 
the lufcious eincefs of the oils) they confider 
this 
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diis, as an unfurmountable obfiacle. And, 
no doubt, the wife Frenchmen they fent for, 
took no ordinary pains to mtfcarry, by pref- 
fing (as they were ufed to do at home) no 
bunches, but the full ripe and picked ones ; 
and it was this care, that confounded their 
purpofe. 

I AM really a litdc aftiamed, that I can't 
find fome one of the gentleman's thoughts, 
to agree with. As he is your friend, it is a 
civility, I confe/s, to be due tp him j and I 
wifh'd but opportunity of paying it readily; 
But, I am fo unfortunate, as to fall under a 
ncccffity, even of dif-allowing his only, I 
think, remaining , objetSion j — that the 
iJLiad being narrow, thejea-air has a noxious 
effeift on the vines. I could wifli, in re- 
ipe£t to this gentleman, that I did not know, 
half fo well as I do, that the fwceteft, bcft 
tailed, and moft plentiful bearers, among 
the natural wild vines of America, (I fpeak 
of the northern continent only) are thofe, 
which grow on Utitfand banks, all along the 
fea coajis of our colonies — that the hefl 
wines of France are in the tnarjhes of Xan- 
toigne, where they make /a// fvomfea-isater-y 
— and, that the richefi Palm wines, of the 
Vol. n. H Canaries 
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Canaries degenerate into the dry and green 
kinds, when the •vines, that produce them, 
are tranfplanted to any place, above a mile 
or two from thtjhore ofthofe ijlands. 

Upon the whole, Sir, when I diffwadcd 
you, from fubmitting your thoughts to the 
Bermudians, it was with view to excite a 
more noble enquiry j — an enquiry but from 
reafon and nature-, yet, I am fer from a 
wifh, to reftrain your dfking what advice 
you think fit, on my reafonings ; whofc de- 
fign being no benefit to fJ^felf, I have no 
privatf referves, in my meaning. I would 
rather court oppofition of argument, than 
have you cautious of declaring my fenti- 
ments. Every Jblid and bone^ propofal will 
appear but the more what it is, by how 
much the more 'tis examined ; — and, fliould 
any mijiake of my own receive correSiion^ 
from feme candid objeftor, it will oblige me 
much more, by increafing my knowledge^ 
than it can mortijy me, by expofing my 
njoeaknefs. 

What ftiall I fay to you, concerning 
that incomprehenfible talking jhade^ of the 
^eaire ! Only be fo good as to give him 
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no more reft^ than God has given him 

manners and wifdom. 

I MUST thank you, for your Play-houfe 
news of Mrs. fVoffington. I could wifli in 
my heart, it were Offington j for, what dog 
would not bark at the W! — May flie fuc- 
ceed to the height of your wishes 1 She 
could never have appeared at a time, when 
we wanted her more. And, as to the 
Sharps at the top of her voice, Hie need 
only defcend to grow mufical. 

In the next letter I write, I will go on 
with the fubjed I broke off, at the clofe of 
my laft. I had done It in this, but that 
your freight from Bermudas required to be 
looked into, and yor/f(/, before I could yW^* 
oiix.% value. Believe me, dear Sir, with all 
truth and affection. 

Tour moji obedient^ 

And moJi bundle Servant, 

A Hill. 
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To Mr. Popple. 

Dec. 1 8, 1740. 
iResupposing, (and, I hope, not in 
vain) that our friend, for whofe fcrvice 
I have been giving you fo, pthcrwife, needlefs 
a trouble, fhould refolve on tranfpprting 
the wine trade oi Madeira to the "weft of the 
Atlantic, I come, now, to explain in what 
manner he may procure all his firft plants, 
at Madeira ; with what cautions, and at 
how moderate a charge, he. may fafefy con- 

' vey them by fea. How the ground fliould 
be ordered, and the vines fet, and managed, 
when they come to Bermudas : And> as I 

' forefee thefe particulars will require the.full 
length of one letter, I muft refer what .re- 
mains to another ; wherein Ihall be finally 
added, whatever relates ' to the little time 
he need wait iox'iht growth <>f Wis vineyard, 
his gathering and preffing the grapes, — as 
alfo to the making, fafe-keeping, and Jak of 
the wine, and its calculated charges and 
proft. 

As to the place for procuring the plants, 
that can no where be eife£tually done, but 

at 
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zt Madeira itfelf. The methods of doing 
it may be two ; either by the grape-fiones, 
or vine-cuttings : the firft would be cbeapeji^ 
and eafefi ; for any quantity of 'em might 
hcffted away from the bujks, which huiks 
fhould be previoufly dry'd^ by fpreading 
them abroad thin to the wind and the fun^ 
after they come out of the prefsy at the 
time of their vintage (in OBober,) And 
diefe, when fo dry'd, being mixed, and well 
worked together^ with twice or thrice their 
own quantity of /and, (which ought alfo to 
be carefully dry'd) and then put up, in a 
clofe firmg-booped cajk^ to preferve them 
from the effeft of Jea-air. Thefe, I fay, 
may be carried, without hurt, to Bermudas. 
As foon as they come thither, they ihould 
hejbwedy in long furrows, or trenches, about 
four or five inches in deptb, and the trenches 
diftant a foot from each other. They 
would flioot up the ^t^JUmmer into well- 
rooted vines, and might be iron/planted, at 
the end of that autumn, to the places they 
fhould hold in the vineyard j where many 
o£ them would come to bear moderately ^ the 
fitAJummera&et tranfplanting ; and all of 
them plentijully, the fccond, (that is, the 
third from firfl: fowing the grape-Jion^s.) 
H3 But 
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But almoft half this fliort time will be y2r- 
vedy by carrying over the cuttings of vines, 
inftead ofthaii feeds. Thefe are to be pro- 
cured from OSiober 'till about the beginning 
of February. 

We have a confiderable 'Englljh factory 
at Madeira j and many of the merchants 
have country houfes, and vineyards, be- 
longing to them, of their own j fo that it 
would not be a difficulty for any gentleman, 
who goes over himfelf, with that purpofe, 
to procure what quantity of cuttings he 
plcafes, and to have them put up and cm- 
barked, without the leaft obfervation, or 
umbrage, on the part of the Porfuguefe 
iflanders. Every labourery employed there, 
in the vineyards, knows the choice and the 
fizes of cuttings. The beft length of them 
is about eighteen inches, and their tbicknefs 
not exceeding that of a man's Uttle finger. 
— Both ends of thefe cuttings, as foon as ' 
taken from the vims, fljould be di^p'd^ a- 
bout half an inch, into an equal mixture of 
tallow and pitch, that has iirft been gently 
melted, and ftirred up together, and is af- 
terwards let ftand, 'till it is a very little 
more than blood-warm. After this, (the 
+ fooner, 
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(boner, the better) they Ihould be laid along 
upon/aW, in hogflieads, one not touching 
the other, iifting layers of fand, to cover 
every rme of the cuttings, half an inch high, 
or more. And thefc bogjbeads, when Ml, 
being carefully headed up, permit no da- 
mage to come to the aUtingt, 

The charge of all this will be chiefly, 
(l\e freight; for the cutting! of vines in the 
vine countries, fell for little or nothing at 
all i (being tied up in faggots, for heating 
their ovens, and other inconfiderable ufes). 

Every hegjhead will contain, with great 

eafe, above a iboufand Cadi cuttings; and 
1 3 thimfand being more than our friend 
need provide, the expence can be only the 
freight of thirteen hogjbtads, from Madeira 
to Bermudas, which is a trifle not worth an 
cxaft computation. 

When they come to that ifland, I pre- 
fuppofe, that 25 Englijh acres of ground 
have been provided before, and are found 
ready for entering upon immediately. All 
then, that is necelTary to be done, is to plant 
the vine-cuttings ; in order for which, 
large fquare holes muft be dug, at eiaftly 
H 4 nine 
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nine foot afunder, reckoning from the cen- 
ter of one hole, to the center of the next, 
and- fo every way equally diftant. Thefe 
boles muft be about 12 inches deep, and 16 
or 18 inches fquare. One cutting only 
ihould be planted in every hole ; and that 
not upright y hixl Jkpingy to an angle of 45 
degrees, ■ and the earthy after placing the 
plant, muft be caft in again, and prefled 
down pretty clofe all about it, leaving the 
top of the plant, to appear about three inch- 
es, or little more, atrave the furface of the 
earth, and as nearly in the center of the 
hole as is poffible. 

As for the time, when the ground, that 
is left in the fpaccs between thefe holes, 
fliould be cultivated, nothing further, than 
hoeing the furfece, need to be done ' to it, 
'till the end of the firft fummer after the 
planting. But, from that time forward, 
the land muft be digg'd very carefully, once 
at leaft every year, and hoed over oftener, 
in order to cut up the lueeds. And this is 
the li'hok that is requifite with regard to the 
ground, except, when it comes to want 
mending. But that will not be likely, for 
fame years at leaft ; and the propcreft me- 
thods 
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thods of doing it, ihatl be readily commu- 
nicated, for the ufe of our friend, if, when 
lie is there, he finds the people unfkilled 
Jn that knowledge. 

The fincH poks in the world, (ovfuppcri 
of the wVj, will be the long and ftrait 
branches of cedar trees, which, you know, 
are to be had for very little or nothing, in 
that ifland. One of thefe pdcs fhould be 
fixed, a foot deep, in the fame hole, and at 
the fame time, with the vIhc cutting, oh 
the north of, and clofe behind it, and only 
one upright ftem is to be fuffered to fhmt up^ 
which, as feft as it rifes, muft be tied with 
a rup to the pole, that it may not be hurt 
by high winds. And as for xh^^de branches^ 
when they are fhot out, to the length of a 
yardi two other poles fliould be fixed, one on 
each fide the central one (in the very fame 
line) and each three foot dillant therefi-om. 
— To thciejde poles ma^ be tied xhc/ide 
Jhootiy whkh fhould always, on each- fide 
idx^ftem, be kept to that length of three foot^ 
from the middle upright body of the vine. 
The beft height for the poles, being about 
fline foot above the fur&ce of the ground, 
there will be room for fix fidejhooti on the 
right. 
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right y and fix more on the left of the ftem. 
The ends of the loweji of thefe, being tied in 
borizmtal extent, to the right and left fide 
poles, at about 1 8 inches from the ground, 
and the ftext two at 1 8 inches, ftUl higher 
and higher, the fixth, on both fides, ihould 
be tied as near the top of the poles as is pru- 
dent. 

In this form of planting, the two fides 
of each vine will produce twelve horizontal 
Jidejhoots, and taking up but fix of the nine 
foot fpace, betwixt one vine and the next^ 
there will be openings a yard broad between 
every two vines, for a free circulation of air, 
and convenience oi pajj&ge^ from one part of 
the vineyard to another. And, as the vines, 
in this method of planting, will form equal 
and regular green walk, 6 foot broad, and 
lo, II, or 12, in ih€\t height ^ (becaufe of 
the free unreftrained growth of the upper- 
moil row of fide branches) there can be no 
view more beautiful, than the figure itfclf 
of this vineyard. 

As to pruning, it ought to' be done in the 

manner we ufe to our waUvifus, in England^ 

obferving only this neccfiary caution, that 

they 
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they imuft never be cut, but in the Jeptt of 
the little winter they have in Bermudas^ al- 
ways breaking them off at 2. joint , by a fnap, 
or bending back of tbe_^w/, betwixt the 
thumb and forefinger, whenever they re- 
quire to be fhortened in the fummer, for 
fear of their bleedingy and too dangerous a 
wafte of their 7^/ ; which will, for the moft 
part, be exceedingly jfutdy in fo funny a cli- 
mate. A quite contrary management tbii 
(and for caufes as contrary) to the methods 
in prafticc, in France. — Another proof of 
the wary Bermudian refledtion, that ibund 
no vigneron, but the French ©ne, of fkill to 
depend on ! 

And now, I think, I am come to the clofc 
of the matter, allotted for this letter, in the 
divifion explained at the head of it ; I mud 
refer you to my next, for a final coocluiiDn 
of the fubje3, which, I vns gcnng to lay, 
you have probably confidered as a d^^ one ;, 
but I recolleft, Uiat there would be fomc 
want oi propriety, in the ufe of that epithet ^ 
becaufe of the good liquor theprofpefl: may 
flow with., I am, 
Sir, 

Tour mtfi obedient Servant ^ 

A. Hill. 
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'to Mr. Poppi,E. 

>«. I, 1740-1. 
Dear Sir, 

IN O W return to Bermudas, where 
my laA left your Vineyard new planted 
and pruned, and expefting its feafan for 
Bearing. This will, certainly, be the fe- 
cond fummer, in fo happy a climate, as 
that, and the Vines will continue their 
Jruitfulnefs for at leaft thirty years, in 
■full ftrength of perfeftioa ; affording Cut- 
tingSy every winter, to an infinite quantity 
for extending the trade without bounds, as 
the fuccefs, in its beginning, fliall en- 
courage a purfuit of the purpofe. 

The bunches of Grapes, when grown 
ripe, ihould be cut off with a knife, and 
not pluck'd by the Hand, from the Bran- 
ches : And as they eafily burfi'm a coun^ 
where the fummers are fevourable, . they 
ought not to be truAed to Ba/kets j but 
rather to Tubs, carried in, between poUs^ 
and immediately emptied into the fteep- 
ing backs, in the j&or of the ceUars, 

I MUST 
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I MUST fay fomething, concerning thele 
cellars, for fear you fliould imagine a ne- 
ceffity of chargeable wallings and vaultings 
of brickipqrk. All that needs to be done, 
is to chufe, near the houfe, any dry litua^ 
tioir, thaf h roQta^ enough, to fuit ,the 
deinand. of , the Vineyard. In this opea 
place ifliould lie mark'd out the lengthy and 
the breadth of one cellar or many. Suppofe 
their breddthh defign'd ij foot, the raark'd 
breadth on the ground muft be 17, be- 
cause the diggers Ihould begin about one 
foot - on each fide, within the lines, that 
Ja border may be "left to keep the earth, 
when thrown out, at that diftance. The 
ideeper this place can be dug down, the 
better: It ought never to be lefs, than 
i> foot, unlefe Springs fhould rife nearer 
^e furface. TJxe roof fhoold confift of 
ftrong rafterst at a diftance of two foot 
from each other, refting their points, in 
. obtufey and low angles. Feather-edge all 
this rafieringj with a clofe nailed ftrong 
covering of Jhingle, which is a kind of 
ri'v^d xlapboardf comrhorily us'd for the 
■roiling ofboufeSy throughout o\xt jimerican 
itolements.' Upon the fhtngUt throw up, 
"'•■ '■^"- - ■ ' ■ not 
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not only the earthy that is dug out of the 
cottar, but an. additional quantity, from 
two narrow trenches^ to be funk on each ^ 
the ivbole length of the •work, at the diftance 
of 2 or 3 foot, from the bottoms, or ground 
ends of the rafters^ where they reft, in 
'the bank$ : fuch a thickncfs of earth vrill 
refift air and loeatber, and throw off the 
TainSi from thcjfibpr of the roof, to the 
trenches, whence a current may be con- 
tinned^ for efieftually draining the water. 

The defcent to thefe cellars ihould be, 
at that end of 'em, that faces the mrtbi 
and, that the vnne may be always fe- 
cur'd, againft changeable impreffions of 
air, the iron-bound pipes, it is kept in, 
may be furrounded by, or bedded, as it 
■were, \m terras, oS gravel, otfand: this 
is an advantage, of fuch extraordinay con- 
fcquence, that my femily, having no vault 
at one of their Vineyards, wherein to lay 
up the wine, keep a hundred^ or more 
bogjheads, (not dead, I affure you, but buried 
aHve, in this manner) in an open, high 
barn, full of holes through the boarding, 
and on all fides expos'd to the 'weatber—^ 
yet, by help of this eafy contrivance, their 
wine 
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wine in that place, is much better p-efera'd 
and lefs fubjefl; to alter its quality, than 
that, which they keep, in as fine vaults, 
as can be found, in the kingdom. 

As to prefling the wine at Bermudas, it 
will be done, with mofl: eaTe, by the 
ufe of a common large cyder prefs, which 
may be bought very cheap, in the out- 
ikirts of London. The trouble of this 
part of the work will be lefs, than is ima- 
gin'd, from the thinnefs of the grape Jktn't 
in that latitude, and efpecially after their 
lying to Jieep in the must, as explain'd 
in a former : fo that, drawing off, what 
runs liquid, by a brafs cock, or a tap-bole 
in the bottom of the fteeping back, there 
will remain very little, that is thick e- 
nough, to ftand in need of a prejfing. 

Whatever relates to the makings and 
fafe-keeping of the wine, having been 
included within fome of the particulars, 
already defcrib'd, I have nothing, I think 
now remaining to fpeak of, but its fale, 
and a calculation of the charges and 
profit. 

The 
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The fak will depend on two- branches: 
the firft, and the fmallcf^ will be more 
than enough, till after a conJiderable en- 
largement of the plantation. But the large 
increas'd branch, when it comes to. fwcU 
into a trade, will be its export m the iloops, 
vi'hich are built at, and fent out from Ber- 
mudas, to zWfiWT American colonies: none 
of thefe, to be fure, will fail empty, when 
they can be profitably freighted, with a 
wine, in fuch demand, at the places they 
goto. 

All the charge, at the lugheft, for an 
acre of Vineyard, will be rather within tea 
pounds, than tffoTJfitj^excluiive, however, 
of the prime coft of cajkage, which in 
proportion to the produce of vines in Ma- 
deira, may, with the care of their cooperage, 
and ordering come to as much, as all the 
other expences together j fo that twenty 
pounds per acre, being the chargej at the 
Utmoft, the whole annual expence, for 
the 25; acres, will be 500 /. or under.' 

No acre of vineyard, in fo funny a la-^ 
titude, can produce a lefs quantity, than 
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20 hogiheads of wine (perhaps, often dou- 
ble) I will give you, for your fatisfaftion, 
a rational demonftration of this feft : which 
I know to be confiderably ihort of the 
truth, by a frequent, and attentive expe- 
rience, in climates, inferior to that of Ber- 



BuT, that you may clearly conceive, 
what a moderate expedlation this is> re- 
member, that the 500 vines on an acre^ 
have, each of 'em, 12 fide branches. Out 
of every one of thefe branches, (all 3 foot 
in length) there cannot grow fewer, than 
one upright, and one downward, bearing 
Ihoot : and you fee, (upcJn wali-vlnes, here, 
in England) it is common to find 4, 6, or 
8, joints to a Jhoot ; yet, let us count but 
upon tnioofingle bunches, which being on- 
ly one for each oppofite bud of one joints 
is the leaft it is poffible to reckon, this re- 
duces the number of bunches to 48, upon 
each of thofe 500 high, and out-fpread- 
ing vines : the bunches, as well as ^^tgrapes^ 
■in Madeira, are beyond all comparifon, 
more large, than in England : I have fre- 
quently feen 'em weigh 5 or 6 pound, and 
upwards: But, to reduce our computation 

Vol. II. I to 
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to the loweft, let there be expefted but 
eight ounces of liquofy from every buncbj^ 
and then, thcyc/i/of one acre amounting to 
1500 gallons of wine, the whole produce 
' of 25 acres, will be about /!»r hundred bogj"- 
beads. 

In order to prevent the wine merchants 
of Madeira^ from underfelling the vine- 
yards of Bermudas, ftate for argument's fake 
the Jirji •value of the wine to the exporter^ 
as low, as common cyder is fold, by the ma- 
kers, in London, (which is three pound/^r 
hoglhead.) This will fpoil all the fchemes 
of ohje^ors. And yet, at a rate, fo unex- 
ceptionably modeft, as this, the wine' of 
25 acres, the whole charge of which will 
be 500/. felling for 1800/. on the fpot, 
leaves a clear yearly projit of ijoo/. from 
this little firfl models as one may fay, of 3 
Vineyard. 

And thus, Sir, you fee, I am for putting, 
our friend upon no empty or ill weJgh'd un- 
dertaking. But how far his affairs leave it 
proper for him, to think of this matter 

at all, you are yourfelf the beft judge • 

and now having done with thetfubjeit, it 
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h time to • put an cad to your trouble 
n'onii 

lour naft hunAU 

And affe&ionate Sei^anf, 

A, HiLti 



S I ki 

IW I L L comply with yoUr defircj in 
as brief a manaer, as I am able, and 
fend you my fen6ments, concemtDg what 
Was chiefly i-em^kable in Mr. Bobtb^ as an 

Twd advantages diiiinguiih'd tuni, in the 
Ardngeft light, frorii the reft of his frater- 
Aity.- He had karmng^ to uhderftand per- 
fe^ly whatever it was his part to fp«ik ; 
aad judgment to know,, how far it agreed^ 
iyf difagreed, ^^ithi the charaftcr. tience, ' 
arcrfe ft pecidiar gracei which was vifible 
to every JpeBatery tho' few were at thd 
fains of examining into the caufe oi their 
jili^iir'f) : he could foften, and Hide over, 
WiUi d kiad c^ degaAt negligence, the ;>o- 
fti^ietiesi In a part he a<Scd, while on 
iz .the" 
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the contrary, he would ^dwell, with ener- 
gy, upon the beauties^ as if he exerted a 
latent fpirit, which had been kept back 
for fuch an occafion, that he might alarm, 
awaken, and tranfport, in thofe places on- 
ly, where the dignity of his own go(id-fenfe 
could he fupfortedj by that of his author. 

A LITTLE reflection, upok this remark- 
able quality, will help us to account for 
that manifeft languor^ which has fome- 
times, been obferv'd in his aSiiotiy and , 
which was generally, tho' I think, falfely, 
imputed to the natural indolence of hi« 
temper. 

For the fame reafon, tho' in the cufto- 
mary rounds of his bufinefs, he would 
■condefcend to fome parts in comedy^ he ne- 
ver appear'd in any of 'em, but with dif- 
advant^e to his charafter : the paffiom^ 
which he found in comedy, were not Jirong 
enough, to excite his fire : and what feem'd 
want of qualification, was only abfence of 
- impreffion. One might have faid of him 
in the fcripture phrafe. He is not dead; but 
■fieepetb ! — — — Like a. deep loadcn j^/p, 
he was too heavy For a cemmon breeze, 
whith 
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which, therefore, ferv'd but to make him 
roll and heave : —- But, in a ga/e, that 
threaten'd fhipwreck to the cock-boats of 
the Theatre, he was fure to difplay his 
ftreamers; and faii'd fteady and majeftic, 
as if the force of a tempeft had juft breath 
enough to move him. 

, He had. 3 talent at, d^overing the/ijP- 
Jims, where ihey lay bid, in feme cele- 
brated parts ; having been buried under 
a prefcription of rantings and monotony, by 
the praftice of other aftors : When he 
-had difcover'd, he foon grew able to eX' 
prefi 'cm. And his. fecret, by which he 
attain'd this great leffon of the Theatre, 
was an aHbciation, or adaption of his look 
to his •voice ; by which artful imitation of 
nature, the variations, in the found of his 
words, gave propriety to every change in 
his countenance. So that, among Play- 
ers, in whom it is common to hear pity 
pronounc'd with a frown upon the fore- 
head, forrow exprefs'd, by a grin upon 
the eye, and ar?gir thunder'd out, with 
-a look of unnatural ferenity, it was Mr. 
Booth's peculiar felicity, to be heard, and 
feen the fame j whether as the pkm'd, the 
griev'd, the pitying, the reproachful or 
1 3 the 
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the an^ry : one would aimoft be tetnptv 
ed, to borrow the aid of a pcry bold fir 
gure, and to exprefs this excellence tho 
inore figiiiiicantl}', beg pprmiiHon to af-t 
^m, that: theMsij might have Jetn h'uai 
in his vokf, and the dea/hwche^rtihlm^ 
in his vifage. , .' 

His geflurSj or, as it ig commonly caU'd, 
his aSion, was but the rcfult, and necefr 
^ry confequence of this dominion over 
his voicej and countenance ; for having, by 
concurrence of two fuch caufes imprefs'd 
his imagination, with the ftamp, and fptT 
rit, of a padioji, his nuvos (^ey'd the im- 
puife by a kind of natural dependency, and 
relax'd, or brac'd, fuccellavely, into all that 
fine cxpreffivenels, with which he painted 
what he fpoke, without reilraint, or aifec-; 
tadon. 



To fay every thing, in a word, he was 
die Newton of the "Theatre y nor ihould 
you be furpriz'd at my^/w'/?, becaufe die 
Playboufe is no fphere of pbihfof>iy: my 
oimparifori will move upon more legs, thaa 
one i for Mr. Bootb, as well as Sir Jfaac^ 
difcover'd new worlds, and dcmonftrated 
tiieni : the misfortune is, he left ht^ 
brethren 
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brethren no road, whereby they can tra- 
vel to them. They muftbe contented, as 
no doubt they to/7/, with the humble earth 

they are us'd to ! They are happy 

enough, good people ! in applying the 
mcafure of felf-judgment i they find no oc- 
cafion to fupply it, with their -wantj, be- 
caufe it runs over with their vamty. 

Thus, Sir, I have fcntyou thettue cha- 
ra^cr of Mr. Bootb, as an ^Sfor ; I could 
have been much fuller, on fo inviting a 
fubjeS; i but that I confidcr the fize of the 
treatife, you are about to publiAi, and fliall 
add nodiing more, but the good wifllies, 
with which I am, 

Sir, 

four mojl obedient 
Bumbk Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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Dear Sir, 

I Am very much obliged to you, for the 
information you are fo good to give me, 
that His Royal Highness has received 
jHzira with that condefcention, and that 
graciouihers^ Co natural to all his aftions. 

A Person, _/Sd(iji£;/n^ himfelf, as I do, 
from the fplendid or ambitiom world, can 
have but one inducement, to addrefs his 
thoughts to Fringes. The common inte- 
jeft of oar country will purfue us to the re- 
moteft Jblitude ; whence, having marked 
two happy incidents concurring in His Rcr^al 
Higbnijs, a love of, and a love from the na- 
tion J a title to the people's hearts, and a 
pofieflion of them alfo ; — I could no lon- 
ger forbear, to beg his proteiftion of an 
art, that isableft to adorn him, becaufe it 
canr Aojujlice to great thoughts and aSIioniy 
with a warmth, infpired Sy^ and exprefling 
them. 

Whenever Tragedy and ferious poetry 
Ihalt find fuch patronage in England^ the 
manly genius of our nation will exert it- 
fclf, and carry on, to future times, the ho- 
nour 
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nour Hjf that- prince, who cherifhcd it, in- 
works wherein theJblidwiW be foftehed by 
the lovely^—And the pjeafant rendered mdle, 
by a mixture of the u/eful. 

Mean while, it is a mortifying pain one 

• fufFers, in obferving, to what litt/e purpofes 
we have verfi and theatres / — whereas, to 

-hK€y to dare\, ioft/ffer^ —to obey, to govern, 
to be wife, juft, generous, impartial, and 
benevolent — are all but natural produfts of 
the poet's human nurfery. For, what your 

■trumpets do by flarts, wben they injianx 
and ftimiilate the languid^ that the muje'i 
trumpet (manly moving poetry) does, for a 
continuance^ 'till it prodiices, in the mtnd^ 
fixed habits for fupport of virtue. The 
cold direftive precept faintly writes upon 
the fand, which its impreffion gives up to 
the next chance wind that touches it. The 

-poefs piercing power engraves, like charac- 
ters on marble, 'till its marks become indeli- 
ble — and its f^^i unboundedly ^ro^rf^f. 

Nothing but the love I bear this art 
knpelled me to the liberty I took, in fpeak- 
jng of it to His Royal Highnefs^ from the 
hopes I feel, in xhAt prtpenfity the people Jbew, 
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to form their ta^e upon the Prince*8. — 
The degree, with, which they hve him, 
will engage them to promote his pleafoirs. 
A thoufand heirs to crowns have had the 
arts of popularity ; His Royal Highness, 
on the contrary, is popular, by nature j for 
bis attraction in his perfon, and his qualitiet, 
97i^ operate in abfence of his will, and, 
like that ea/inefs that charms in beauty^ con- 
quer every where, without defign j yet, 
every where, without rejijiance, 

I CANNOT, therefore, tell you, how ex- 
ceedingly you have obliged me, in prefent- 
ing, to His Royal Highness, the ad- 
drefs he has received fo gradoufly i for, 
though I pretend not to rank myfelf in the 
number of the profeffors of this art, 'twould 
^ve me infinite delight^ to have been, in the 
leaft degree, a diftant contributor, toward a 
revolution in their favour. —I am, therefoFOi 

Dear Sir^ 

Jour moft obligedy 

Jnd mofi obedient Servant^ 

A. HiLt, 

C,ql,lt!dt,G00glC 



7e Mr. John Atkins. 

- OSfg 26, 1742. 
SJR, 

I Have read your Navy Surgem^ with the 
pleafure gnd improvcnncnt you have, 
every where, enriched it with a power of 
communicating. It is a prefent I fliall al- 
ways place the higheft value on, and am 
exceedingly obliged to you, for the frequent 
opportunities I fhall draw from it, to re- 
member its iriftrudive author, with the gra- 
titude, and the efteem, fo due to his good- 
nature, and capacity. 

The fatire, in your introduftion, is fe- 
verely fharp and ftinging. But then, it is 
fojuftly founded, and fo vifibly defervcd, 
that every man of honour, truth, and rea- 
fon, muft approve, and be delighted with it. 
So too, they muft, with many new and 
ftrong reflections, you have fcattcred, with 
a liberal hand, throughout the treatife ; 
Nor can I help remarking, widi how bold 
and fine a touch, you venture to difled the 
piinds of men, as freely, as you would 
their iodies ! I am, with many thanks, 
Siri Tmrj &c. 

A. Hill. 
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Dear Sir, 

SEE a -proof of your power, which 
could engage me to examine a Play, 
not my own, with, perhaps, an offenfive Jtn- 
cerity^ capable of reprefenting me, rather 
o^cku% than ufeful. 

However, no man can be of confequencc 
to his friends, who is not honeftly impartial. 

Anil Mr. B will at leaft be convinced, 

that my prajfe is no flattery, by the frank- 
nefs of my cenfure_. 

The Play abounds in humour and wit, 
which the author having laid up, like wheats 
in a rich farmer's barn, with the (Iraw and 
cbaff'zTaong it, I have faved him the labour 
of the flail, and ufurping D-^k's province, 
(as D — k has done that of the poet's) am no 
more than a tbrefi^Jor the mufes. Mean 
while, I may venture to be pofitivc, that, 
now fuch grain as this lies clofe, it will do 
honour to die market. 

Many of my circles may appear, at your 

friend's firft infpedion, to have arbitrarily 

committed to prtjimy fomc of the moft mw- 

cent 
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cent of his fffmurites ; yet) I dare truft to 
his fecondreflediqn, the keeping out ofhb 
Play every one of thofe ambitiofa orrmnuntat 
were it only for the reverence fo due to his 
friend Horace's good counfel. 

The truth is, whenever the adive bufi- 
nefs of the fcene ftands ftill, thejineftfaid 
things in the world, are no better than in- 
terruptiom j and muft, of neceflity, be 
coldly received, by the audience^ becaufe they 
diAradl inattention^ that ought, with all 
poffible art, to be kcpt^ed, by the author. 

I WOULD beg you to affure him, that I 
■ forefee a great probability of fucccfs to his 
Comedy, were it poffible for him., to doubt 
it ; lince the pains I have taken, in contrafS- 
ing its rays, are an undeniable evidence, 
that I knew, what^r? was in it. I am. 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour mo/l obedient. 
Humble Servant 

A. Hill. 

P. 5. 
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P:Si Ydu% fo ihany things *rorfK ftotingi 
when your friends have the pleafare of 
your company, that their mcmcfry is ho 
longef their own, while you are neat* e- 
nough to be liftened to. How came 1, 
elfe, to forget^ that I had in mf pocket, 
tiie other mortiing, tbh tmprejhn of your 
Met'sfeal? — * Mr. jernegan gave H rne^ 
on f«Fpofe to fhdw you i and thef whole 
defign is as happily executed- I toofe it to 
bring yctt, but retarncd it ag^rf, fliat he 
might get a cafe made, to preserve it from 
accidente^ 



Tb Mr, THo*iP8oSf. 

Dbar Sir, 

IW I L L no longer be forty, thit tJie" 
notice, I fent you, in relation to Zara^ 
lay two months, at your lodgings, fince 
^r. DodingJffft's feat gave you conlfSany, 
and entertainment, you could not have 
chflflg'd, to your benefit. And as to the 
mortification., which I felt, from your fi-> 
kneet there arc few difappointments, a: 
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man ought to quarrel with, after they have 
procur'd him the pleafure of one of your 
letters. 

The warmth you exprefs againft the 
corruption, and degeneracy of our Jiage, is 
an indignation both natural, and neceHary 
in a breaft 

« The bounds of SE1.T, divinely burfiing ! 

Yet fain would I hope, it is not in the pro- 
phetic fpirit of the charader, that a poet, like 
you, aflerts, The root of this evil too deep to be 
plucUd up. I know, indeed too well, that 
nothing moral or inflruSftvey is expedted, 
or defir'd, by the modifti frequenters of 
a Theatre ; But is it therefore, impoflible, 
they fliould be fwpriz'd into correftion ? 

The paeons are the fprings of the 

heart', and when powerfully ftruck out by 
the writer, and imprinted as ftrongly, by 
the aBor, in their reprefentation, can force 
their way over the will. Foc/j of faihion, 
then, as they want not feeling, muft be plea- 
fed becaufe mov'd; they will not indeed, 
dejign to be pleas'd ; but, being pleas'd un- 
awares, will find a keener delight, by how 
much lefs they expeSied it. 

All 
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All our ftages being proftitutcs, to die 
avarice of their bawds for wit, who pol- 
lute, and give her up to the defircs of the 
wanton, no experiment can be made in 
them, to fee what effeft might arife, from, 
a better choice of Plays, and a jufter art of 
acting : yet (unlefs I deceive myfelf, af- 
ter long, and impartial refleflion) things 
may be greatly mended, in a wop underta- 
king : nay, I am fa ftrongly convinc'd of 
it, that \ would even hazard the expence 
of a trial, without any fubfcription, or 
other fupport, than the countenance of 
a dozen or two, of untax'd encouragers, 
(properly chofen great names) in fome 
declaration to the following purpofe. 

," Whereas certain gentlemen have 
" propos'd, at their own expence, to at- 
" tempt an improvement, under name of 
*' a tragic academy for extending, and rc- 
" gulating theatrical diverfions, and for 
" inftruftlng and educating aSfors in the 
** praiSice of dramatic paffions, and a pow- 
" er to exprefs 'cm ftrongly; the Jiwcefs 
" of which laadable purpofe^ might cfta- 
** bltfh the reputation of the Jiage , by 
appro- 
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" appropriating its infiuence, to the lervice 
'* of wijdom, and virtue; our names art 
** therefore JubfcriUd in declaration, that 
" we will proteSl and give countenance^ to 
" this ufeful undertaking, fo long as the 
*^ fame fhall be carried on with z.Jkill^ and 
" intention, correfpondent \.6^t fropofal. '* 

At the head of fuch a lift, were it pradti- 

cable to engage the P ce, it would have 

all the effe^, \ could wilh It Do yott 
think it a likelyhood? If you do, I could 
Venture to promife, that you ihould fce» 
before Cbrijimas, a new company eftablilh'd, 
whofe beginnings would make credible what- 
ever improvements you wifh for. 

And that I may not opprefs your be- 
lief, with too friendly a confidence, Zara 
fliall be a6ted again, whenever you are at 
leijure, that you may infer, from what 
has been done, in the Actor of Ofman, 
and hufignan, what rhay be done upon 
Other occaficms. 

Something is prbper to be faid to you 

(more particularly) upon this fubjed, which 

I f eferve but till I am favour 'd with your 

pinion of the purpofe, in general : Pray, 

Vol 11. K give 
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give it mc frankly, and as foon, as will agree 

with your leifure, I am. 

Dear Sir, ' 

Tbur mofi obedient y and 

AffeBimate bunibU Servant^ 
A. Hill, 



To Henry Fielding, Efq-, the fuppos'd 
Author of Pasq^in, 

SIR, 

YOUR ivit has fo often pleas'd me, 
that tho' I cannot be afraid of it, 
I would not wiih it to be my enemy ; and 
fince there is fomething too- like malice, 
in that paragraph of a late Pafquin, which 
fpeaks of the True Briton'% correding a 
miftake erf your' correfpondent Menandery 
I apply to your perjbn^ inftead of your /tf- 
per; for I am deiirous of informing you,, 
that if at any time, I have done you burt 
I will repent it when I kmw you, unlefs, 
I think you deferv^d it. 

Yop 
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You muft excufc me, if I wrong ,you 
by a fdppofition of this kind, fince your 
partiality was in this cafe too grojly inju- 
dicious, for the effeB of your reafon j and 
tnuft have been the influence of your 
negligence j or your enmity ; pleaie however 
to accept the Play, which you fay, you 
have not /een, and you will judge better 
of your friend's remarkSf when you ex- 
amine their feundationi 

I -hAd not troubled you with this let- 
ter, but for your reproach of the 7rue Bri~ 
torit that he cavils at Menander's Jlips, but 
forbears to anfwer his criticifms ; and, from 
that forbearance to anfwer^ you infer, they 
were unanfwerable; Tho' I am oblig'd 
by the True Briton's kind thought of my 
Play, I can never think it reafonable, it 
ihould hope a defence from him : There 
are few tnen alive more indifferent, than I 
am, to the famci that follows petry : As 
much a lover of the mufes^ as I confefs 
myfelf to be^ I had rather do one good 
ttiing, than fay, or 'write a thoufand : yet 
0iere is fomething poorly immoral, ungene- 
■ r«tf, and unmanly, in a delight to depreciate 
K 2 whafi' 
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what we have notfo much, as look' J intoi 
but it is moft unhappily mijiaking^ to do 
it, (as Menander has done) with a bit- 
term'I's^ and maiigniiy, which even had 
he been jtijit would have made him una- 
miahk. 

If you examine, at your Icifure, any 
■ one of his criticifms, it will ferve you, I 
believe, as a meafure of the rejl : And when 
your judgment, which I appeal to, in de- 
fiance of your prejudice, fhall condemn your 
friends precipitance, you -will deduce tbi$ 
remark, for the future honour of your pa- 
per, that, if we make but an ungraceful 
figure, when we fufFer our own paflions 
to miflead us, we muft be {irangely out of 
cou7itcnancey when we adopt the miftakes 
q{ others. 

MENANDER has attempted, with- 
out JJ:ame or decency, to jujiijy the grofs- 
efl mixture, of infult and rujiicity, in a 
ipeech of Shakefpears Marry, to the prin- 
cefs of France : for it is plain and open- 
hearted, he fays proves the king an 

hone/I fellow, and is preferable to "whining 
and lying ; as a fpecimen of which laft, he 
inftances the ipeech following, 

From 
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From Honour's leffons^ 8cc. 

All this, he faySj is nothing : meer ««- 
meaning fujlian, poetical cant and jargon ! 
But when you have obferv'd, in the ptay, 
on what occafion this is Jpoke^ you will 
wonder at the inhumanity , or levity., of 
your correfpondent. 

The princefi, by an ftflion, fuU of the 
nobleft magnanimity,, has difcover'd to King 
Henry ^ tho' in arms againft her country,, 
a treafonable defiga upon his life: and 
this being the firft time of his feeing her, 
after fo uhufual an obligation, "pray,, what 
could he mean fo properly, as . to thank 
ho: for the benefit? This he docs, in the 
two firft lines of the fpecch, which not 
ferving Menander's end, he thought it Beji^ 

to take no notice of: he proceeds, and 

affures her, that he had been fo charmed., 
at firft fight, by the graces of her perfon^ 
that he thought nothing more imfoffi- 
ble^ than an encreafe of his palTion : but 
now upon this nearer admiffion to her 
mind, his love is infiam'd by an admiration 
of her virtue ! and he is loft in adoration 
of fo accomplilh'd an excellence ! yet this 
K 3 "^ with 
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with MenandeTy is fulKan, and means nor 
thing ? And this fpeech of the whole Play^ 
he has unluckily chofen to make good his 
fhargc, of a naufeous injipidity of thought, ctn 
ver'd in ajiudied fwettof exprejjion, offenfh^ 
to all good tdftes. 

■ Afte* all, there is zjpirit^ in the ftyle 
of your correfpondent, that makes me wifh 
he had good-nature. It is fo eafy to find 
fault, tliftt he muft be very angry^ or very 
igndrant who does it ^yitIvout reafon. Ih. 
many parts of my Play, he.mightThave 
fuccecded much better. I reverence Sbake- 
fpear too much, to lupe an honour to his 
prejudice ; bpt the aien, who injure lum 
nioft, are his implicate admirers ; who make 
no diftinftMn, between, his errors and his 
excellence. 

I am, Sir^ 

Tefir mejt'bumble Servant^ 

A. Hill, 



,1.11=, Google 



Original X-btters. 13J 



Madam, 

HAVING loft the power of fpeaking, 
for two or three days, by the force 
of a fooUih coldt I thought, the heft fatisfec- 
tion I could take, was to make my fancy 
fpeak for me j and, 'by this means, I have 
finiftied the poem^ which now waits on you, 
a good deal fooner, than I fliould otherwife 
have been able. — It will, I believe, be the 
laft work, of that kind, I iball ever under- 
take. I have, therefore, endeavoured, as 
much as I could, to give it a terror, and fo- 
lemnity, becoming the importance of the 
fubjea. 

I PPT it into your hands, Madam, with 
the lefs apprehenfionj bccaufe your good- 
nefs ■ has accuftomed you to deal favourably 
with my verfii. They have now, at leaft, 
this good excufe for their faultincfs, that 
the fubjeft is more difficult, than any other, 
unlcfsjt were an attempt to defcribe my 
ideas of your own unutterable excellence. 

I HAVE heard of a gentleman, w^o en- 
quires after a purcbafe in the north ; I have 
K 4 ordered 
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ordered examination to be made into the 
value he would buy^ and will endeavour to 
know, againft I have the honour to wait on 
you, on 'Tburjday, whether this may not be 
fomething very apt for your purpofe. I am, 
with the higheft refpfedt. 



Tour moji ohedieut. 
Humble Servant^ 

A. HiLx, 



Dear Sir, 

BEFORE I fay a word to that part of 
your letter, which concerns the play- 
houfe fcheme, allow me to confefs fomc 
pain for the wrong fenf?, wherein, I fear, 
I gave you room to mifconceive me,, on the 

M h's family's infenfibility, to what is 

faid about them in the Fmciad. 

God forbid, that I /hould ever fink fo 
low, in piy attachments even to tri^tb, as to 
efpoufe it, with a view to tnterejl ! No^' 
that I ^m fo infolent, or proud, however. 
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as to dream myfelf above reward, I am but 
careUfs of receiving any ; or, in other words, 
would rather have it, in efteem, than profit. 
All my little expectation from them vras, 
that they might think it worth their while, 
to let the publifher be told, the family 
would have been glad to learn, what hand 
they were obliged to. ' The hint had been 
%.faje^ as well as civil one ; and they had 
hazarded no confequence, beyond the com- 
pliment. But, yoii have thrown me under 
no fmall dread of your good-nature's wrong 
elFeft, when you would fpur up fuch reluc- 
tant feelings. No, dear Sir, — I thank you 
very kindly j but I would, by no means, 
have you do it ; let them enjoy the great 
man's little privilege, of being in the wrong, 
without difturbance : I refign thera, very 
cheerfully, to their contempt of praifc and 
poetry, 

I NOW proceed to a more weighty part 
of yours, which I have longer paufcd on, 
than I Ihould have done, that I might give 
the matter all its due regard, in a deliberate 
and flow reply ; and my tranfition will be 
very natural, from tny prefent fubjeft to a 
|>etter, fince what drew you into the de- 
fign 
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fign, juiV mentioned, was, my touching, 
with fome air of indignation, on the cold- 
nefs flicwn the Fancied^ of an unknown 
writer, as my reafon, for foretelling difre- 
gard to that dramatic fcbeme, you wifhed 
me to addrefs to men, I either do not know 
at all, or not at all to their advantage. — 
And, indeed, I can't rcfift this diffidence of 
any likely patronage, for ftrong and ferious 
purptrfes ip poetry, from fuch a fneering in- 
fipidity of emptimefs, as conftitutes the 
liiodes of minds at prefent. 

And fo you have, at once, my fole ob- 
jcftion to the hope you would infpire me 
with, that I ihall ever live to fee a Theatre, 
vrhcft Jenfe and meaning may be thought its 
natural bufitufi. There is, you know, in 
every age, fome general charafteriftic cut, 
cm: ear-mark of diftinfldon, which muft car- 
ry down its lifcenefs by the help of honeft 
hiftory. And I have either no difcernmcnt, 
when I judge of times and genius^ or the pre- 
fent pride of buflle, that fuch puny diii^ 
is raifed about, will be difUnguifhed much 
alike, for fame of wit and victory. You, 
feem to hope it probable, that fome one of 
the minillers might be induced to &vour ao 
attempt 
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attempt , to make the Aage more ufeful ; 
but, ia truth, I am afraid you over-rate the 
taAe and difpoiitioD of thofe gentlemen. — ^ 
I exataiine their purfuits and chara^ers, 
with an attentive impartiality, and find no 
ihadow of a reaTon to fuipedl their cars 
have ever felt the twitch of an jip*Uo\ fingcrj 
and I confefs myfelf too proud a lover of 
thoCe low-fortun'd miftreffes, the Mufcs, 
to compel them to the feet of men^ who 
^TQuld be apt to fhake pif dirt upon them. 

The only hope I had, for poetry, is loji, 
I thought, that the P — e might be awa- 
kened into more than paffive indioation, 
to promote a fcheine for ftagc improve- 
ment. — A new licence for us, by his pro- 
curement,, had done every thing we wUhcd, 
pr ftood in need of. But even there too we 
were difappointed. 

In an age, then, when a P — ce of fuch 

a humane and amiable dlfpofition, can find 
reafons to decline bcftowing his intreated 
countenance on honeft meanings, which he 
loves, and longs to cherlfh, what profpeft 
can we have of other patronage, equivalent 
to our unfeafonable purpofe ? For my 
part, 
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part, I defpair of any : but I (hall both re- 
joice and wonder, to be found miftakcn, in 
this notion j and, whenever you can call 
me to convidlion, that I am too fuUen a 
diftruftcr of the times, you may command 
me to contribute all the little help that is 
within a power, fo humble, and fo limited, 
as mine is, who am 

Tour faithful, and 

AffeSiimate humble Servant ^ 

A. Hill. 



Aug. 12, 1742. 
Dear Sir, 

I. Am very much obliged to you for your 
bottle of Bermudas rum, which came 
inclofed under fo mathematical aftd well- 
woven a cover, that I was loth to unravel 
the baflcet. 

You have pleafed me not a little, by your 
intelligence, that the Bermudians turn their 
thoughts upon raw, from the cane juice, 
without boiling up into fugar. This will 
come out to much better account, than a 
Mar 
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fugar manufaBure^ in that ifland, where, 
conlidering the thin flratum of" earth on 
their furface, they can hardly expeft to 
make above three hogfhcads of mufcovadof 
at moil, from an acre ; and that at a very 
great charge too, of coppers^ and other ex- 
pences, which will be faved in the rum trade. 
And yet> from the fame quantity of cane- 
juice, that would yield but thofe three hog- 
Qiezds of fugar, they will diftil, if they go 
rightly to work, about double that quantity 
of rum, without any of the buftle of evapo- 
. rating and graining, as for the'other. 

This firft fruit of their purpofe, which 
has been fcntyou over, by your brother, the 
governor, is a genuine and excellent rum j 
and fo much too high drawn, that my bot- 
tle bore the addition of near half a pint of . 
water, and remained ftill of good proof, 
with a tafte more agreeable, and only the 
fofter for reducing. 

There is one, and but one, defeiS, that 
will need to be remedied j and it may be 
helped, by an eafy change in their manner 
of working. This, like moft rum, has an 
empyreuma ; forgive mc the cant of a tech- 
nical 
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tiical term, I might as well, in plain En- 
glijb, have called it, a twang of ihejire j a 
burnt tafte and fmcU, caufed by a too clam- 
tny ccttififtcnce in the wajhj when put into 
the ftilh where it adheres to, and coats the 
fides of the metal, and coming into contaft 
tt-ith the fire, incrufiates (like bumt-to milk) 
in the boiling, and communicates that dif*- 
agreeable fmatch to the fpirit^ for which the 
mm of the Leeward ijlands has long been 
remarkable ; and fo has toa much even of 
that from "Jamaica and BarbadoeSi 

I AM afraid, the Bermudians Contribute 
feme unnecefl*ary fuper-addition of thick- 
nefs to the juice, by boiling up into a groffei' 
confiftcnce, before they ferment it j where- 
as, it naturally comes out of the cane a great 
deal too fyupy, to ferment with the requi- 
fitc fi-Mdom. They fliould tathcr have 
made it thinner^ by mixing with it a third 
part, or more, of pure water, before they 
fet it to work. It would then haVe ferment- , 
ed to perfeflion, becaufe the dtluter die li- 
quid, the more freely will the [aline parti- 
cles diflolve in it, and expand therafelves 
with a better effect, for attenuating, divi- 
ding, and rarifying the oleaginous cohefion 

of 
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of the fluid. And thereby not only in- 
creafc the fpifit in quantity: but (what is of 
infinitely more dcfirable advantage) com- 
pleatly acidulate and fharpen the liquor j 
which, in that condition, goes into theJiiJf, 
trith a fmell, almoft as acrid as vinegar, 
and quite deprived of its fulfome and tret^y 
tenacity. — The certain good confequencc 
of fuch an entire rarification of the grofs, 
/Uniting, vegetable oils of the fubje^, is, 
that the fpirit comes down with a keen 
pleafant picquancy, like arrack, in place of 
that naufeoiis, coarfe, rummy flavour, fo 
diflaflcfiil to palates, that hav^ not been 
ufed to it. And now, I will tell yo\\ a fe- 
cret—whioh is fo truly and importantly 
fuch, that there is hardly any body, I think, 
but yourfelf, to whom I would tell it. 

This is not only like arrac — - it aftually 
is arrac, and the true way that they make 
the beft fort of it in India^ where they have 
three very different kinds ; (the word in 
the InS/ian tongue, figniiying no more than 
zjpirit) J they have Goa arrac, Batavia at- 
rac, and Fariarr arrac. 

GOA 
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GO A arrac is a diftillation from todd^ 
(the juice of the palm tree) — Batavia arrac, 
from the juice of \\\€\r Jugar cane, ferment- 
ed to fowernefs, and kept fome time to grow 
fine, in clofc veffels, before diftillation 9 
and Parlarr arrac, the leaft valued of the 
three, is rice-wort diftiUed into brandy. 
But this is, as it were, the gin of the Indies^ 
in no efteem but among the vulgar, and 
borrowing its name from the porters, and 
loweft dregs of the people. So that, fmce 
the arrac of Batavia, which, you know, 1% 
moft valued here, in Europe, is a produ6k 
from only this juice, that your friends in 
Bermudas begin to be itored with, I leave 
it to your own refleftion, and theirs, what 
tife may be drawn from the difcoveiy, 
after having added, that, what I tell you, 
concerning it, is no guefs or imagination of 
my own, but an abfolute and poiitive fad:i 
which I have known to be fo many years ;_ 
and of which, when it can do you any fer- 
vice, to be more fully and minutely inform- 
ed, I will give you undeniable evidence. 

In the mean time, if the good people of 

Bermudas^ without troubling themfclves to 

.diftil 
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diftil a completely pcrfeiS and elegant ar- 
racy fhould only practice fo much of the 
procefs directed above, as to clean, improve, 
.and enliven the tafte of their r«m, into a 
reputation beyond thit oi Jaiimicay (which 
it is an impoffibility for them to mifs of 
immediately) they will remember, with no 
ihort-'liv'd gratitude, the aera of your bro- 
ther's government, from whom, and his 
family^ .they receive the advantage.—— 
.Conclude ipe always, wjth .a faithful af- 
.fcdtion. 

Dear Sir^ 

tour mofi decent t 
Humble Servant, 
' A. Hill. 
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SIR, 

IIntreAt the favour of you, in whofe 
way it lies, (ex officio) to prefent Aizira 
to His Royal Highnejs, with all the duty, ad- 
mir9,tion, and warm heart of the fender. 

As mine Is a dedication of mere fimple re- 
fpeft, without the leaft expectation, in re- 
gard to its writer, I rather chufe to beg a 
conveyance for it, hy your hand, than a per- 
miffion to prefent it, with my own j there 
being nobody living, who has himfelf lefs 
in view, when he pours out his good wiihes 
for the publiCj in his R(yal Highnefi's long 
life and profperi^. I am. 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour moji obedient ^ 

jind mofi bumble Servant ^ 

A. HiLi. 
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April J f '749' 
SIR, 

IHad not opportunity to tell you, at re- 
hcarfal, half the pleafure, I now write 
to thank you for, and which you made me 
feel, in Polif&ontes. 

I MEANT to paint him brave, fierce, 
haughty, bloody, deep-defigning, fubtle, 
and attra(ftive. All his iravery and ^rce 
Jpirit, I obferved, you finely hit, and fo you 
often did his fubtkty, and very aptly, and ' 
genteely, varied into fojt^ned 3Sid attraBive 
ton?s (where fit) to Merope. Such natural, 
changes do not only make a voice more 
muficaly but, at the fame time, eafe it, and 
extendi and guard its compafs. 

There arifes too this happier confe- 
quence, froni an adroitnefs this way, that 
^tjlops, before fuch changes, muft \itfiffd 
(Btf by intenfe.and meditative appofition of 
the eyebrow (as if thinking to the coming 
purpofe). — This will give both tone and 
manner ; all the likenefs they intend to fliow ; 
and'add that face of Nature to the fliow- 
L 2 ing 
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ing it, which is the lingle Ma/f of a hard 

leflbn to be hit, called Weight, in atfting. 

For example, when (though in the mid- 
dle of a fpeech) you find fonie haughty llartB 
in PoliphorJes, if you then, before you fpoke 
a word, in that new walk, would take a 
breathing time, and, therein, draw your 
breaji a little back, ftretch up the neck, and 
firing the ner^oes quite through your body, 
and (in that new attitude) pronounce the 
haughty words, your voice will carry moft 
cxpreffive dignity, in a proud Jiately Jwell^ 
and you will find, ibch hrace upon your 
joints rejtraim your arms from all levity of 
unmarked motion, and gives the ftoblefl: 
grandeur oii. figured tnajefty. And the fame 
good end will always follow, (orily fiabftitu- 
ting quicker and more aSiive fprings upon 
the nerves) in anger, menace, and all places, 
where the terrihle is neceflary. 

In all Poiiphontes's entrances and exits, 
only be mindful, to brace nervoufly, and 
bend your eye-brow into the idea dfiifpieion, 
mixed with baughtinefs ; and, by that fingle 
artifice, yonr /ook, tone,fiep, and w/f«, will 
catch the right impre^n, in a moment. 

There 
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There remains to be confidered but that 
kind, of manner, which exprefles beft the 
bloody^ meditative, and defigning. And all 
this will follow, almoft of necelHty, fronj 
one perpetual caution, not to Aide, without a 
fenfive 'attitude, out of a period of different 
(urn, into a paflage of M;j nature ; but, be-^ 
J&re you fpiak, in the new fenfe, to bend 
your eys-brtfm- into a Ihort paufe^ for thought j 
and ftand a ijioment, in that thinking pof- 
ture. And then, while you keep your 
brow fo bent, begin, and carry on the change. 
And fo, in every other cafe, by either rai- 
jmg or depre^g thus, your brffw, anfwerable- 
to the gay or gloomy variations in the paffi- . 
ons, yoawill make the audience y^f/ you 
an acceTopajbed a<^r. 

POLIPHON-TES is a charaaer, that 
yrjU aflfbrd grtfat -compafs ; and your genius 
penetrates the utmoft of his meanings. — ■ 
Pl«afe to giv<! yourfelf a Utile private trou- 
ble, ^ applying thefe few bints to all fuch 
, places, as you fee them pr&^er in, and 1 
dare promifc you, that good (ffeSiiViiW fol- 
k>w your £q A)ing. I am; 

Sir^ Tours (Sc. 
. L 3 ' A. Hill. 
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April %y i>W' 
SIR, 

I Kept one laft remark, for a new letter, 
not to make my firft too long. That 
but related to what Polipbonia fpeaks, him- 
felf : This intimates the part he ought to 
take, in Other's fpeaking ; during all which ' 
time, it would be ftrikingly cbaraSierifttCt 
if you let your eye and adiion paint that_;Vfl- 
km apprebenfivenefs^ — that doubtfulvigilancty 
— that penetrative and attentive beedfulnefsy 
wherewith a wife and long experienced ty- 
rant would examine, as it were, the very 
yc-tt/t of thofe he ads with, and <//w through 
their looks and wordi^ to fathom their/a/^ 
peSicd purpofes. The fame adaptions, there- 
fore, of his bufy eyebrow^ the fame ihown 
ftrong, or flacker braces of his nerves^ as oc- 
cafion calls, fliould hold him always fixed, 
upon the anjwers he recei"jes, as well as on 
the declarations he imprejjes. Very diiferent 
this, from the too common dijjipation of the 
aflior's perfon, where, a5 foon as he has done 
his fpeechj he lets loofe his attention j and, 
of courfe, acquits the auditors from any ob-" 
ligation or inducement, to confider him as 
what he came upon the ftage to pafs for. 
This 
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This little note> with thofe my other 
letter brought you, wilt be allthat can be 
needful, and prodt^ce.not con^benfim only, 
but improvement and extenfion, from an un- 
derfbnding> fuch as . yours, in whom the 
poet happily uniting: with the ^or, gives 
you great and perfoiial advantages ; and, as 
I wifii :and hope to fee you at the height 
thofe ought to place you, let me add this 
ieafonahle remark, that all the popular Play- 
ers, I have ever known, have owed t&at po- 
pularity to fome particular new cbareSier, 
wherein the envy of niiankipd, finding no 
room - to charge their merit upon imitation^ 
was comptjiled to grant the beauties, they 
ftruck out, were of their, own produiElion, 
and fo r^ted their poffeflbrs, in proportion 
to that forced conceflion. I am, 

-' ■ -Sir, 

: Tour mofl bumhU Semant, 

A. Hill. 
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. MADAMt,;; 

I' H A B^ ll)6 nfliai; lot of fift,- ah^ p&^i 
fidtii: gMdto exe&abh'j in thrdeittitiirtcg 
time' hk Mmdafi_ riiftihg to jiWflttrtce, 
wrrfjt ib- prtcipitatis a;' fiaftindfs, as, 6&f^ly 
riot to eicape the horror ai a iSxth pfacd 
in the ftage coacK, v(^ich I found juft cfc^ 
parting, artd t^s ■av^'^ into it^ , Betwixt 
two hoopi, that wonfd have' fetVd a "Tartar 
frince, for haff his Horii encamping under. 

' Awtr not fo cflmittDtt, I afltire yoir, wcfc 
fomc chances,' anrf adventures, orr the'xWjr, ^ 
but that you fliould, go ntar to laiigh, at 
reading *em, if I was half as fure,. a^ I 
am willing to be madefi, th^ Mr. Malkt 
rofe as well recovef^d,A5 you wirfi'd hini : — 
It rather ftiould have been, as } wifli'd him, 
in a country, where Jelf ftill floats upper- 

moft and for a Seiner reafon, than that 

iad one for you are plac'd fo pleafant- 

ly, and pleafed fo mutually, that an in- 
creafe of health, for ought I fee, is all 
the further bappinefs^ you ftand in need ■ 
of. And fo, Madam, in the phrafe, moil: 
current, this, I thinl? is, all at prefent^ 
though 
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diough I foon mull fend, again, by a 
particular meffenger ; for had I not been 
bound to thank you. fcroth, for three whole 
happy days, (no foon forgotten obligation, 
as men's days now puri!)- ■ and to- enquire, 
Witii foWie fblicitudfe,fto*F my friend' fo»ni 
htmfelf at wakifig; J fhould, here, have 
writ a letter wirfi as infigniiicant a fwelF 
of fomething, that has nothing in it, as 
tf Wbitehail had dignified the dale of it j 
mftead" of which, poor humble "P/j^ow, 
em the firii day of September^ begs per- 
miffion imt to tell yoiv that there ln4s a 
fcribler, much devoted to your fcrvice calfd, 

A. Hill. 
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To Mr. Garrick. 

AS. Merop^y dear Sir, was forc'd to 
ftrugglc with fp bad a fcafoo, will 
you be fo good, to ^ve ^ better to one o-. 
iher piece of mine. Perhaps you are not 
pre-engaged for January ot February f — If 
you are, may I depend upon the third week 
in November ? When the parliament fits 
early, this methinks fhould be a period, 
fit enough for bringing on new pcices, and 
the rather, as not ufual, fince it would be 
taken, as one inftance, among many, of 
your abler management. 

Don't think me, now, regarding my own 
intcreft j that is but fubfequently, in my 

view : for I annej^ it to a nobler motive 

the extenfion of your Tragic conquefts. 
You have now but one walk left untrodden^ 
and in that there are, among your mofl: pro- 
fefs'd admirerSy fome (who give you up or 
doubt you ; nor have you a right to wonder 
they fhould do fo, while you really feem to 
doubt yourfelft in ihax. particular. The walkj 

I mean, is the fublimely folcmn one 

the walk of weigbf^ and dignity j but not 
the 
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die cold, declamatory, 2.V1A fonoriferoui i &l^- 
unpaffion'd Cato's and half- paflion'd "TatHsT'- 
lanes were left too little animated by their" 
authors, but were never writtef!, with lb 
froftily congeal'd a cbillnejs, as their aSi&r» 
have been pleas'd to lend 'em: M.C.- Booths 
at Cato's firft appearance, always raifed from 
forty-eight to fifty thund'ring c/aps on fen- 
timenti which HE made felt;-but which 
are fo compoi*edly fhed upon bur prefent au- 
diences, that Cati^& claps, I think, ftretch,' 
pow, and then, to almoft half a. dozen. . I 
could point out, if ypu. thought it worth 
your curiofity, the changes which have 
caui'i this lofs' of- influence, in a chara(3er, 
for many years, fo popular, and which at 
this day, I am fure from fdch a mouth, as 
I could flame, together with fuch eyes, and 
attitudes, has more than feventy places, where 
firong claps would rife, infallibly. 

. Believe me. Sir, 'tis ovXy fenttment, that 
ftf ikes the iwr^ ; (paffionitfelf is but «^ 
movtjig noife, 'without it) therefore, charac- 
ters, full charg'd with Jentiments, which rife 
. frorh interring paffions, and from moving 
Incidents, and which are uttered by an^^tfr, 
who prepares his audience by fuch Jpeaking 
looks 
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loeJcSf and thot^t-infated pauies, as your 
never eq;tiaU'd one3, in Leur and in Eumene^, 
sod caa mar^ 'em fo diftiodlly, throughout 
aU their windings by adapted varatiras in 
his voice and aSlion j fucl^ and fo a£led cha- 
rafters, I fay,,- muft always, unftVoidaW.y» 
(^mpel the ft-fpngeft tempers of applaufc^ 
the, infinitely largcft ihare of which is the 
great AStorSy not- the v^rifers triumph ; for 
whatever farce, the Jiniimfnt may carty» 
is all loft in an t// fpealcer's mouth ; aod in' 
i gmi one's, but confider'd, ae a beauty, 
d£ the Ipeakcr's giving. 

I AM alt«-ing the wiide. eharaitei- of 
C^SAR, xti the. Raman revolution, fo as .tQ 
comply wieh the miilalcen public notion, 
of his aintiing to be kiligt in vit^tion of 
bia Country's liberty j but he ihall ftiU p»c- 
fervc a foul and ^gmty^ moft unexcepdo- 
nably his, above all mortals, in his weight 
of jeniiments, (nt?t ftoical, feuf, preaching 
fentences, but warm and generous irrupr- 
tioH6 from his heart) and I will forfeit 
all pretence to any thing like judgmeat| 
of a ftage, ot you fhould hold the houfe, 
Uiroughout that-piu-t, in:qi;e continued up-> 
roar 
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roar of appkufe — rcnew'd in more thaa 
in one hundred places. 

Why won't you, dear Sir, be' perfuaded 
to this trial by an ardent lover of yoar 

fame? and one, who on a fubjeft, he fo 
long has ftudied, does riot fpeak at random ? 
By about the middle of winter, I defign 
to publiih my comparijony&e. wherein, how 
would it charm me, to compleat your pic- 
ture, throughout the whole dramatic com- 
pafs, by ftrong referential proofs of a fu- 
periority, which friends^ and foei (if you 
have any of the laft) mufl: then have been 
compell'd to own unbounded : as furpaf- 
fing Mr. Booth himfelf, in his moft ftri- 
kingly diftinguilh'd walk : for as to . 

,-iiny others, who (fince him) have been 
affumers of it, a ikt, flow, articulate, 'blanc, 
"futlen, equal otit-fpread of the voice, where 
it demands to be diverfified, alaptive, and 
infleftive, is the whole extent of their pre- 
teniliOTi to Cat&nicks. 

I WILL, here infert'thc pcnfivift, (and 

longeft, too) of this Cafar's fpeeches, that 

you may obferve, how actively remote he 

is from the declamatory. -In every other 

place, 
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place, he is, beyond comparifbn, more Tpl- 
rited; if fuch a fpeccK, as this, were roU'd 
out, to an audience, after our round trun- 
dling manner of delivery, the infurcr of one 
fingle clap would be a bold adventurer j 
whereas, felt, fhown, and uttcr'd with thofe 
agitated pidurings of heart, a touch'd 
thoughtfulncfs, which you, and tnli you^ 
could Icfid it, your applaufes would be al- 
moft, as nutaerouSy as your couplets. 

ACT I. 
S C E N E II. 

Cf SAR alone, 

WH Y, when I would be happy 
am I great ? 
Men who defert their ^tf«, to fcrve dicir 
gloryy 
Toil — for the irialice ! of oblig'd mankind ! 
Who think mc tyrant, ought to jfoii me 
fuch, 
• Such to fuJpeB me, proves — tbemfehes had 
been, 
What they conclude, I am. — — Let mc re- 
flea^— 

Why 
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Why bold I iiower, if 'tis unjujily mine ? 
Freedom is every KDman's native right : 
And every Roman voice demands it 6ack. 
— Alas 1 — each Roman is corrupt — and 
fold I , 

No liberty redeems -— the willing fiave. 
The cheapen'd varlets rate their venal 
votes. 
And fell — their foul's defender, — Sleep, 

ambition : 
How cafier 'tis, to fa:ve — than mend ~ a 
people ! 
Ungrateful Kona ! t- But Rome is Ca/ar'a 
country : 
And who dares injure — where he's horn to 
fave? 
I'll think no more. — Rail on,'myyefj, 
unheard: 
Bufy for greatnejs. 111 negle^ revenge : 
Take envy, \a reward: and make it fame. 

Speaking of Mr. Booth it falls in natu- 
rally to remember, with what bitternefs 
he us'd to curfe the foets^ for not doing 
juftice, to this nobleft of dramatic charac- 
ters, for he could neverfpeak of Ge/ar, with- 
out rapture; and of all the anticni Romans 
hated Cata moft, tho* he fo much adorn d 
him 
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himby his aSiofj. 'He TPOuld often Won* 
dcr ; and, in truth, I do fo.too, that in their 
way of drcffing Sbakefpear'% -drfar^ th^ 
■contriv'dto make his very kurel look ridi- 
culous > whereas there might, and doubt- 
lefs, (hould be fomefhing, as fuperior to the 
reft: of mankind, in the modus of this hero's 
drefs, as in the greatnefs of. his foulj and 
charafter. I throw out ^1, relating -to his 
Parthian expedition, and contraft'riie plan 
into a touching and dijirefsful ftory, as was 
ever brought upon a Theatre j yet hope 
to do this, without robbing it of any of 
its grandeur. — If you will but refolve to 
conquer, in the name of Cafar, as refiftlefly 
as Cajar did himfelf, bid me go on, and 
try, if I can make him not unworthy your 
adorning, againft winter j and lay every 
blame on me, if you repent the credit, you 
afford my profhefy. 

There is, (I was about to fay in nature^ 
but in cujioml am fure, there is) fo cruel ■ 
a propeniity toward mortifying a too ."fre- 
quent writer, that I dare not wifli .to truft 
the .puilic favour, for above one Hfw Play 
more. But it will always give me the fin- 
cereft pleafure, when you ufe the power^ . 
you 
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you may command me with : — wherc-ever 
you would clear ill-mark'd, or covcr'd paf- 
fions, from the grofs obfcurity, which they 
lie buried under, in fome fine old parts ; — 
or bid me, at yoiir pleafure, modernize 
. their faxnt and obiolete expreflion ; — or if 
you turn your eye, occafionally, on ^tjia~ 
trtina, you fpoke of, in o/rf pieces, capable 
of being alter'd into ilriking Plays, I could 
do this, without appearing a too general 
undertaker. For, in cafes of that nature, ■ 
you alone need know, what hand the pieces 
pafs'd through. 

As I find it but too probable, that, for 
one other year at leaft, I fiiall be maimer 
of more Icifure, than I like j in any way 
wberdn you think I can have power to 
be of ufe, command the thoughts of. 

Dear Sir, 

Ttar mofi faithful, 

. jind offt3imaU bwtUile Servant, 

A HuL, 

Vol. II. H T» 

ciq mod t, Google 



i62" Original Letters. i 

To Mr, Mallet. 

Dear Sir, 

AFTER four or five times reading 
Mfredy with the pleafure and atten- 
tion, you will never fail exciting, I return it 
you, and thank you very heartily, for obli- 
ging me with the firft fight of it j for, ha- 
ving had no intimation of its autbon^ in the 
diftance I was at from London^ I concluded 
it fome airy phantom, of the opera kind, and 
loft, from that time 'till the prefent, the de- 
light of a convi<Sion to the contrary. 

- The world and / are equally obliged to 
every page of this new manly mafyue^ for 
beauties, that do honour , not to poetry alone, 
but nature % and he muft be a blind or ervDi- 
cus judge, who does not fee the thoufand 
moving tendernejesy compreheniive energies^ 
exalted ftrong refleSftonSy g\owmg finiiments, 
and fine-touch 'd delicaeiesj both ofjaiire and 
JiiJlruBion, fcattered every where through- 
out thefe fcenes, which honeftly deferve the 
highcft admiration, and excite the jufteft: 
gratitude. And this is my fincere and Ihort 
opinbn of the piece, cxclufivc only of the 
turn 
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ium^ that has been given the ftory: — There^ 
I find, (or think I find) you have held in 
the mettle of your genius^ with too (hort a 
rein, perhaps, in compliment to the (more 
humaniz'd than martial) living Alfred^ you 
defigned to glance at. 

To tell you, in a Player's canty what 'tifl 
I mean, the hi^inefs will, I fear, be thought 
too tbin for the occafion. The mafque, 
though fwectly full of things, divinely 
ibougbt iiiAfaidy yet langui&cs for leant of 
what the ibge calls aSlion. But this, 'tis 
probable, you judged Icfs neceffary in a tra- 
gic mafqufj than in a regular Tragedy. 
Youtfriendsj however, fliould be guiltlef? 
ofdifguifing th&free candour oi thc\t fenti- 
tnents^ in any needlefs dread of hurting that 
too tender fenfibility, which, though fomc 
' writers, partial to themfelves, are punily 
milled by, it can never cloud the heart of 
fuch a poet J as ,1 write ta 

You will, I know, permit your readers 
to expeft, that a brave king, fo adive, and 
fo famed, as Alfred, Ihould do more in his 
own drama, (an^, efpecially, where you ac- 
company him) than condefcend to hear 
M 2 himfelf 
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himfelf advifcd, blamed, fparr'd, and com- 
forted. — The great and noble truths, 
which you have put into the bermit'% 
mouth, had found a double influence, from 
^}frei% : the fchcme, propofcd by Devon- 
Jhire, ought furcly to have been his maker's ; 
and, that the execution of it might have 
been fo too, the cafile fliould have been ic- 
fiegedy at very little diftance, and the kin^s 
chief bufinefs in the ijland might have been 
to find and tell his purpofe to the Earl of 
Devonjhirey and previous to his bold at- 
tempt, of pafling through the Danijh camp^ 
to lodge his qmen and ehUdren under the 
proteAion of the ber-mfsfanSiuary, whofe 
reputation of a fupernatural power and ho- 
linefs, has kept the ijland ht refided in, m- 
vhlatid, by the aw'd invaders. In that cafe, 
thofe noble maxims, on the duties of young 
prince's education, had, with fine propriety, 
become the fpirit of a monarch father, 
leaving his inftrudtions with the perfon, 
whofe tuition he configned his beir to, 
fhouU he perifli, as was probable, himfelf, 
in fuch an undertaking then, as he had re- 
folv'd upon. Hence, what a compafs for 
pathetic parting, between Alfred and his 
yatff» / What room for generous feelings, 
and 
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md magnanimous preference of the public 
to the priiiatt happinefs, on the hero's fide ! 
and what exalted refignatton^ yet reluifbtnt 
Jirugglings, on the lady's, betwixt nature^ 
and high fcnfe oifoveretgnty ! The Danijh 
king might have been taken in the falfy ; 
(by the way, I wifli your Hubba'z name 
had been his brother Ongar's, or clfc XJtert 
Halden ; any of the Dam(h names, the hif- 
tory juftifies, would have had a more poetic 
ibund than Hub&a; and do you thuik Eltruda 
quite fo foft (or even quite fo S^on) as 
Editba would have been ?) then, in an in- 
terview, between the con^eror and his cap- 
tive, after the return to JUheJney, you woidd 
have found fine fubje£l for a contrail, of the 
kiagj againft the tyrant. In corifequence 
whereof, the Dane, as ranfom for his life 
and liberty, might have engaged himfelf, by 
oath, to fiiip off all his troops, to quit the 
kingdom peaceably^ and to embrace the 
cbrifiian faith ; {£&&& authorized enough, 
you know, in Alfred's hiftwy) the maf^e 
might then have endedj in a full comple- 
tion of dramatic adion," with the king's de- 
claring to the Earl of Devonjhire, a refolu- 
tion he had formed (what if reported by 
divine infinuation F) to building man a fieet, 
M 3 and 
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and fix the fafety of hit too oft infulted ' 
kingdom, on the future guard and fove- 
reignty of the ocean. 

I COULD have much enlarged upon this 
head, but that I fee it is too late for you, to 
think of altering your plan, becaufe the 
^fl^e is .with the licenfer ; fo, all I mean, 
by the fe^v hints foregoing, is but in favour, 
of my own. warm wiih,, in your behalf, that 
fuch a ndbleJand all powerful genius would 
aflign a wi/fr .portion of invention, than your 
fire has here ^lo\\^editfelf due Icifure for, to 
the plot-wcM'k of your future pieces. It is, 
,to fay the truth, die whole that can be want- 
ing in you, tQ attain the higheft |»tch of 
famey the ftagp is able to reward you with. . 

I WAS about to add a word or two i 

but fear I have already been too long : if 

" you encourage me to hope, you do not 

^bink fo, it may coft you a new troubUt from. 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mofi affeStionate, 

^d obedient bumble Servant, 

A. Hii-i.. 
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To Mr. Richardson. 

Nov. 29, 1748. 

TO what increafe of more than human 
power, to mould the foul, have you 
inflamed this clo/ing fcenc of your angelic 
prodigy ! It is not to be born ! why docs your 
poftfcript wafte a word about poetic juftice ? 
you move through every not to be defcribed 
enchantment of this amiably killing progreis, 
more forcibly^ than all the "Tragedies of all the 
nations in the world, from jitbens down to 
Otway ! — I buried the dear girl by three 
o'clock this morning, and I now can hardy 
ly fee the pen wherewith I tell you, that 
you put my eyes out — and you do it, in fo 
many places, and by fuch fuccefiive, unac- 
countably aftonifhing, and not to be refilled 
ftrokes of nature, that I really think, in this 
one fingle night» your heavenly fweet Cla- 
ri§ay and her fate, have coft me tears e- 
nough to fwim the volumes that excited 
them. 

Good God ! how did your hardly to bp 

pardoned modejiy find power, fo long^ .to 

cruelly, and continently long ! to bold in 

M4 aU 
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all the confcious maftery of fuch a genius, 
as was never equall'd ! I dfffije myfelf, and 
all dramatic firainers ztpatbetk touchingnefs, 
when I am taught, in almoft every period 
of this comprebenfrve model of mankind, in all 
paths of their paflion, that be who made us 
allt has given to you alone (by heaven I fpeak 
the leaft of what I feel) a key^ as powerful 
as St. Peter's — for you beatify and torture^ 
with im^TcKvfcfovereignty j and, with a fin- 
glc turn of hand, unlock the bearfs receffes, 
lead furveyors into what has been fuppofed 
infcrutablet and lay man open to his own dif- 
covery^ even where he fliocks his pride^ and 
mortifies his vanity the moft by fuch com- 
pelled inJpeSiion. 

Howe do I long, that you would turn your 
next inimitable flow of life, into the fcemc 
chanel, and do eveflaAing honour to your 
country^ by fome triumph of its ftage, that 
-would teach century after century, to weep 
diverfion into virtue ! All the difficulty 
you can meet with there, would be, (a pain- 
ful one to think of!) that, where you cre- 
ate a power of feeling, for readers^ the un- 
happier bearers might go near to lofe the 
nobleft half your Pathos^ in the aSior^s un- 
conceptive. 
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conceptire, indolent, theatrical knack at 
clttUing It. 

As foon as you allow thefe three laft vo- 
lumes to break out upon the public^ I ihall 
force aiFeftion for my country^ to let me very 
juftly blame her prejent race, if your Clariffa 
does not (hinc in every fyf, and dwell upon 
almoft: as many thoufand tongues^ as ihe has 
faculties of charming. 

Oh ! Nature's boaft 1 oh ! Goefs own 

breath, in man ! 
To paint tby worth, is more than language 

can: 
Even to conceive thee, Jhakes th* extended 

heart -, 
But, to f Jf^rf/r thee, aflcs thy Maker's art. 

Dear, dear, tranfporting friend 1 how 
littk have 1 faiJ! how little can I fay, of 
what Ig/otv with an infpiring fenfe of! wcU 
may you fuiFcr under tremors^ who fill all 
you reach with trembUngs ! — Be tenderer 
offuchnerves, as naturenevcr gavebeforel 
for, what immenfity of pangs muft you 
yourfelf have fuffered under, in producing 
■this Svine capaci^ of paining olberSj into 
pity, 

\ 
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pity, grief and wonder! — This is all 
ftiort, poorly fhort, of what is felt and 
meant by, 

Deareji' Sir^ 

Tour cbarm'd Admirer ^ 

And with Love and Veneration, 
Tour mofi faithful Seraanty 

A. HiLLJ 



Sept. 27, 1739. 

WHEN yoUj dear Madam, have been 
indifpofed, no illnefs of my own is 
worth my mentioning. Nor, coutd I poili- 
bly forbear to come to town, had I been 
weaker than I am, on purpofe to inform my- 
felf, if it is true, as I am told, that, yoa pre- 
pare, at this unfeafonable time of year, 
for a long northern journey. . 

On fuppc^tion, that your cafe Js nervous^ 
J pray God to change your refolution, and 
prevent die danger of your now expofing 
yourfelfto the bleak nordiern iur, at the ap- 
proach of a long Tvinter, and, in all likeli- 
hood. 
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hood, a very fharp one ; after the rainy and 
unnatural feafon wc have' had, for fome 
months ^tf/?. It would 'be quite another 
thing, if you had four or five warm fummer 
months to come. — The country would be 
then of infinite advantage, toward recovery 
of your valuable health. But, as it is, 'twill 
pinch, contract, and bring on twitchings, 
and a great increafc of dangerous fymptoms, 
which I cannot think of, without terror. 

"Certainly, the dry warm fulphur of 
our winter air, in London, muft be fafeft, 'tiU 
the Spring : and if, while here, in place 
of doSiors and apotbecaries, you would pleafe 
to let the true and rightly-prepared chymical 
oil of amber be rubbed in, witha warm hand, 
along the jointi of the back*-bone, from the 
neck downward, I believe, you will want no- 
thing further ; that bdng the only way, 
whereby 'tis poffible, to reach the nervous 
juices with effeSi j for every thing you can 
take inwardly, muft be carried through fo 
many different digefiions,- that it lofes all 
its virtues, befisrc it can arrive, (ifi indeed, it 
could arrive at all) where it might be of any 
iervice to thofc nerves, that ftand in want of 
its afliftancc. ■ ^ 

In 
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In fpring, for confirmation of that 
ftrength, which, I am furc, this oi^ard 
remedy will give you, a five or fix week's 
refidence at Batbf woiild be of inconceiva- 
ble advantage, (not to drink the waters, but 
to batbey and let a few ftrokes from the 
pump fell, now and then, if neceilary, upon 
fuchy«»/i, as you judge proper) — and if, 
after that, you pleafed to think of a warm 
fummer journey into Tork/hirey — ^ a change, 
Co the cold-batbin^y in xhefeay at Scarborougby 
for fome fhort time, before you went quite 
home, would finally compleat the cure, from 
the moft lafe and natural caufes in the 
world i and you would live — at leaft, 'till 
I, dear Madam, fhould be paA all ienfe of 
forrtnv, at the news, which every friend of 
yours, muft dread, above all other, to be 
told concerning you. 

To-MORROW, orwhencveryou ari leaft 
engaged, I hope, I may be able to attempt 
the honour of waiting on you, and will then 
be fuller in the reafons, why, I am con- 
vine^, you run the greateft hazard, at the 
coming on of w/»/*r, to attempt a journey 
into Torkjhire, 

I CANNOT 
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I CANNOT clofe, without my beft and mcrft 
fincere refpcds to the two deareft and moft 
wifli'd companions, you can poflibly have 
near you> and who are now (I hear) both 
with you : may they hr^ pol^is the power 
of being oftwi fo ! and you, dear Madam, 
the delight of feeing them but half as blcf- 
led, as they are wilhed by your, and their 

Moji faithful, bumble, 

jittd obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 



Mada^i, 

I Snatch the firft occaiiDn, that my flow 
return, towards health affords me, to 
declare the fenfe I have of your obliging 
goodnefs, who were kind enough to think 
me worth your expreffing a concern for. — 
Would to heaven I could expeiS the hap- 
pinefs of hearing, that ray fears, relating to 
a danger of much more confequence, were 
fruitlefs and mifiaken ! It charmed me to 
perceive the weather change, that week, as 
if it had been fenfible who 'twas, that tra- 
velled 
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veiled northward. — May the elements, and 
all things they furround and animate, for 
ever, fo diftinguifh and befriend you ! and 
may your dear companion in that journey, 
and whoever e!fe enjoys a title to your fears, 
or your afeifim^ be blefled and profperous 
in life, beyond the wt^s of their ornament, 
and their example f 'till they leave you no- 
thing to de&xcy long after I have ceafed to 
write myfelf (which I can never do, 'till I 
have ceafed to he at all) 

Dear Lotharia'j, 

jiind berfweet Daughter'^ 

Mo^ obedient^ and 

Devoted Servahf^ 

A. HiLt. 



you 
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July 29, 1741. 

YOU are ever equally yourfelf, my 
dear and amiable Mr. K- n ! 

and all you tiunk, and all you do, is beautijvl. 

I WILL not wound your apprehenfive 
mind, with the particulars of wlmt my days 
and nights have fufFcred, fince the happy 
afternoon we pafs'd in Salijbitry Square j it 
was the laft and livelieft of our plcafures ; 
and it fecmed, as if the chequer-work of 
human inilability condemned us to this long 
vexation, becaufe no fhort or common one 
could be confidered as a balance for it. 
'Tis not poffiblc to tell you, with how 
charm'd a fenfibility, my daughters and my- 
felf, returned from that delightful vifit, and 
what fchemes were formed between us, for 
renewing and extending the felicity. 

I HAVE been long accuftomed to prepare 
and arm my mind, againii all impreiTions of 
calamity ; but whether frequent exercife of 
this too nece^ry virtue may now, at lail, 
have deadened its due power to make refif- 
tance, or wh^ other weaknefs I ihould 
charge 
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charge it on, I know not ; but I find my- 
icif lefs able than I ought to be> to Ihake 
off thefe fucceinons of frelh evils, and fup- 
port a fmme of temper, anfwerable to the 
{hocks they give me. 

But I will turn afide myfelf, and be no 
part of my own prdped. Let me look at, 
and delight in you, through all your bright- 
nefs of increafing &ne } — a &me, that ne- 
ver was fo well dcferved before, and never 
can be hurt by envy. Yet, what a mon- 
ibous breadth of her courle clouds have 
yoii drawn up, by fhining on them, with . 
too ftrong a luftre ! —Sometimes, I pity, and 
am fometjmcs ycry angry, at the pcrfiiUng 
dullnefs of their malice. Hitherto, how- 
ever, it is innocent, of confiquence. It muft 
depend on you, nottbem, to give abilily to 
their bad purpofe. — Should they prevail fo 
far, as to deprive the world of any part of 
what your public promife has now made 
a debt of honour, then, indeed, their influ- 
ence would be felt, and (no doubt) curfed, 
fufficiently, by late pofterity. 

But this, dear Sir, you muH not, cannot 

fuifcr. — And yet, I almoft dread to ajk^ 

what I long ardently to bear — How far 

have 
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have you gone on, in that bold, dangerous, 
glorious, JeconJ part, which no man breath- 
ing, but the author of the^Ji, is equal to I 
Deliver Pamela from thefe cold murdererst 
who aflume a merit in deftroying her. 

My good two girls, all charm'd, and fiU'd 
with the idea of that happy afternoon, will 
not, though they are yet incapable of writing 
their own fentiments, allow me to fay any 
thing about them, becaufe (as foon as they 
arc well enough) they referve themfelves 
the pleafure of avowing, what they feel, and 
\vifli, and pray, for every one of the three 
jpint engagers. — And, as for me, I never 
Hiall be able to exprefs how tr^ly I fhall Uve 
and die. 



Dear Mr. R- 



Moji bumble f and 
JfeSiionate Servant, 

A. HlLL^ 
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To Mr. Pope. 

Richmond, Sept, 20, 1733- 
Dear Sir, 

I Have, "this momcnt,'the honour of y0iir 
letter; snd, like all other great plea- 
furcs in life, it brings mc a mixtare of de- 
light and uneafincfs. 

T«E engagements, under n^ch I rt- 
oeive it, give me a ^A1)Je mortification i 
for bufincfs, w4lic}i has mUurally no more, 
than a 'dull face, affumes, provtkwgfyy dfte> 
when it wich-hotds ss &om bappineis. 

YoDR obliging prophecy of my daugh- 
ter's recovery, is in a fair way to be verified j 
but Ihe will wonder, how, on this fide 
death, flie becomes intitled to a call of fel- 
lowihip, tviththe faints, and the angels. 

She and I might juftly be proud, if we 

had qualities worth your praifing j but the 

rich have a right to be liberal, and you be- 

■ ftow but your own, though you over-adorn 

us with your bounty. - 

I WILL 
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I WILL fay nothing fuperfiuous, to fo 
good a judge of exprcffion, elfe my zeal, for 
your haj^inefs, would be prompting me to 
wjfli you bleffings, as if you poffibly could 

be without them, and Lady D x fo 

near you. May flic live to reckon birth* 
days, as numerous as the charms of her 
ff»W, Jtnd as fliining as thofe of her per/on. 

TnotTGH I have no room to wlfli you 
happier, I have an ambition to be made fo 
^ifilfi and for that reafon, entreat her !a- 
Gylhtp, »kl you, to fubmh to the mortifica- 
tion of dimng, fomc day Ae beginning of . 
next ^teek, at Wejhnin/ier ; and, if you will 
be fo good to name it, by the bearer, I witt 
fuifer nothing to mix with a delight, that 
muft be leflcned by adtKtjon, becaufe it can 
And no equal. I am, with great refped. 

Dear Sir, 

Tour moft buml>k 

Aid m^ aieiUent Serannty 

A. Hill. 



N 2 Madam, 
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] Madam, 

THERE are fo many ihining beau- 
ties, in the verfes, and the letter, 
which I had kft the honour to receive from 
you ; that 'tis impoflible to praife them, as 
they ought to be praifed, without writing a 
comment on every line, and taking more 
pains, on your excellence, than Madam 
D'acier did, on Homer's, Yet, there is one 
part, fo blameable, that not even the zea- 
lous partiality, with which I confider your 
vaft merit, can enable me to defend it. I 
muft, therefore, give you up to the critics, 
for prophaning yoxxx fuUime^ with a mixture 
cf ironical, 

, You are guilty of this charge, in diat a- 
greeable air of pleafantry, with which you 
undertake to perfwade me, that you were 
not at the Play^ when I can demonftrate, 
that you fat with me all the evening : You 
were not, indeed in that very box, which 
you appeared in, before. — But you were in 
the front boxes, in the fide boxes, in the piti 
-on the ftage,™ you came with me — went 
home with me, and whatever you know. 



dt, Google 



OsiGiMAL Letters. i8i 

or think you know, to the contrary, I hav« 
never parted with you fince. 

Such, is th" attradlive Clio's magic ikill. 

That once to fee her, is to fee her ^ill: 

Such her foft founds^ that their delightful 
ftrain 

Murmursy for ever, in the echoing brain ! 

Such her fweet looks^ that, from her pier- 
cing eye^ 

Th' immMlal glance^ once Jhot^ can never 
die. 

Proud, the pleas'd memory ftrong impref- 
fion takes. 

And, but in death's dark ih&de, its hold 
Jhrfakes. 

You complain of a kind of inactivity, 
which you fometimes fee,!, and are fo free 
with yourfelf as to call it a lazinefs. This 
proceeds but from a temporary ahfetwe of 
yoax Jeul^ which you may be fure is abroad^ 
infpiring mine, and inflaming it with a thou- 
fand ideas of your lovelinefs. I will give you 
an example, how perpetually I am haunted, 
by this charming bufy fpirit, from a defcrip- 
tion of a lonely walk, which I took, the o- 
ther evening. 

N 3 Going 
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Going out of the Pari^hy Bucktng^m- 
boufe gdte, while my eyes glideci negligently 
over the form of the fabrick — it was 
whifpered in my ear, by fomc unfecn divi- 
nity — with how much ravifliing fajtruft^ 
mixed with Jire and energy^ has the foul- 
charming Clio praifed the Uncs, which 
Strepbott writ, on this building 1 

I LEFT the town, at once, behind me, 
and found myfelf enclofed, by the green 
hedges of a lane, on this fide Cbelfea.—l was 
•bout to refle£t on the cmlnefi^ (kxtjweetnefty 
the innocence, the quiet, of a <:ountry retire- 
ment i* but, before I had formed the firit 
ideas of contemplation, the fame bufy wbif- 
perer was interrupting roe again, with the 
following^fl^/iSr .*■ 

As neighb'ring here, the noily city 
fwarms, 
-And, here, the country fprc'ads her filent 

charms ; 
Ev'n fo, it faid, can CA'o's tow'ring mind. 
Stoop, fudden, from the awful to the kind t 
Form'd for magnificence, and widely wilTd, 
Big with vaft mjhes, and with grandeur fill'd! 
So, can it^«^ to nature's cooler (hade, 
An Jfeem iovfoftnefs, and fweet pity niade ! 
Smoothly 
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Smoothly forgetful of its nathe heat. 
Stray and be bid^ m fancy' s mild retreat. 

pAssiNfG on, without fomuch as defign- 
ing whither to go, I found myfelf in a lane, 
betwixt gardens, leading out of the Willow^ 
laalk, that goes up to Totbi/ Fields. The 
Ditcbei on each fide, were adorned with 
double hedges, and thick-pknted with frees : 
they were arched over-head, and fcarce ad- 
mitted the fun-beams, which ftniggled, as 
it were, through them, with a kind of qui- 
vering luftrc. The whiftling of a breeze 
played delightful among the boughs, with 
a mufical murmur. The birds fliook the 
air, with the melody of their warblings, and 
the leaves feemed to dance, as if feniible of 
the harmony. The whole lane was unfre- 
quented, and full of fliort windings; at 
every corner of which, fome newfcene of 
induftry faluted my eye, with great variety 
of profpefts. The fruit trees budded thick.— 
The garden beds fprung green, and a lively 
intermixture of red, blue, white, and yel- 
low, in the flowers which furrounded me, 
glowed with filent emulation. The bean- 
bloflbms wafted a perfume to myfmell, and 
every fenfe was feafted on the luxury of 
nature, 

N4 In 
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In fo charming a fituadon> I was finking 
to the indolence of ,defpifing ambition. I 
was beginning to envy the £afe content of 
the humble. — How bleffed, faid I, are they, 
whom no ptoud bopei miflead ! whom do 
danger threatens ! whom quitt^ eaje^ and 
plenty confpire to make bap^ / ~ I was go- 
ing on, at this rate, when one of the war- 
blers in the hedge, fecm'd to fing in diftind 
and articulate notes,— i/ was injujifuch a gar- 
den, as that on the right, that Ci^io, for fome 
yearif bleffed the neigbhourbood of Fulham* 
and made ber Cottage immortal/ 

I STARTED from my amufement, atid tra- 
ced the turnings of the lane, 'till it ojirened, 
at laft,,on the very point of Milbank, at the 
mouth ofCbelfca Reach. The fudden change 
of profpeiS, to fo noble an enlargement, was 
agreeably furprizing. The bofom of the 
Ihames, hardly ruffled by the breeze, flow'd 
majeftically glaffy j the deep-loaded barges 
drove on, flowly, with the Jlream, and the 
fiatelinef's of their motion was fet off, by its 
oppofite, in the nimble glide of the •wherries^ 
which crofled each other with zfwiftnefs 
and irregularity, not eafily conceivable. 
The curling track of thofe eddies, which 
. they 
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they fonned by their pafling, broke die re- 
fleflion of the fun-beams into ipaiklingjhowers 
of lujire. And I was wandering into ccm- 
merce^ and the benefits of navigation, when 
I found my tbougbtSy on a fudden, drawn 
a/ide, to this reflection : 

Beep, fmooth, and t iliftfr, as tKisJam'Jrir 
tier's tide. 
Does our infpirlng Clio's genius glide \ 
Thus, as her Judgment, in fall Je/>t&, moves 

flow, 
Strongly ferene, with mild, but forceful 

Bright, on the Jurface, her gsy fancy plajrs, 
And flioots on every fide, its fparkling blaze. 

I RECLINED myfelf at length, againfl: the 
fide of the iank, and went to fea, with the 
river. I met with 'whirlwinds and burri' 
canes, and was fo tofled, from fhore to fiiore, 
that day-light died away, during the voyage 
of my fancy. I recoUefled myfelf, and 
walked homeward, in the brownneft of 
the night, which -had fliadowed over the 
fields, with a melancholy ftreakinefs, from 
the palenefs of the moonjhine. Yet, the 
fian feemed to burn with a more than ufaal 
luflrei 
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iufire ; and the milkf wirf lay open, with 
uncommon breadth oiradianei. — How like 
are the cbarm% of Clio, thought I, as I 
walked on, and her hrigbt and extenfive ^f- 
nius^ to that profufion of mixed luminaries ! 
The number, and the force, of all thofe 
millions of blazing worlds, is almoft loji in- 
their diftauce. Could we count them dif- 
tindtly, each prodigious individual were too 
vaft for our comprehenfion. — How impofli- 
ble then, to defcribe them, while we fee 
then) fo remotely \ 

I HAVE troubled you. Madam, with the 
particulars of a walk^ that may have tired 
you. — But, by the influence of your fpirit, 
which, you find, was always near me, I 
leave you to judge how little reafon you had 
to aQerty that I did not fee you at the play^ 
becaufe you knew you were not prefent. 
It is not, you fee, in your power to deprive 
mc of your compare/ ^ fince my foul is become 
fo cotaverfant, that it boafts the honour of an 
intimacyy which you arc not confenting to. 
— i am, with an admiration that glows 
with your excellence, 
Madam^ 
Tour moji faithful and obtditnt Servant y 
A. Hill 
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My LoKD,' 

TH O' I have- not the honour of know- 
ing your Lordfliip, but as every body 
cife docs, hy the kfire of yoat alliens i yet, 
I take the liberty -to addrefs you with free- 
xlom J as a peribn> who, enriching noble 
blood with learniagi courage, and wifdom, 
will not look ioT an excufe from one^ who 
troubles you with what, he thinks, may 
be.of fervice to his country. 

But I will trefpafs a little on your Lord- 
(hip's patience, to introduce a declaration, 
of the particular cauTe, which has urg'd me 
to become a foUiciter of your goodnefs. 

I HAVE fpent mtie years of thirty/- three in 
travel j and endeavouring earneftly for ibme 
degree of knowledge, and experience, I 
have learnt, to guefs fo well at what has 
moil weight, in court jidlicitatiom, that not 
having previpufly been prefented by a pa- 
tron, I fiiould hope for but little regard^ 
did not a kind of irrefiftable impulfe in- 
cline me to look towards your Lordfliip, 
as to one of ^Ccgreaf/prtts, which rife. 
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now and then, like new fian^ to adorn, and 
dignify the age, they fliine in. 

I MUST wholly depend on fortune, in 
the efFe6t of this addrefs to your Lordfhip : 
For fincc I learnt to ftay at home ; I have 
fo ftrangely affefted a privatty I might ra- 
ther fay, a reiir'd life, that neither in the 
late queen*s time, nor fince the happy reign 
of his prefent glorious niajcfty, have I cul- 
tivated any court intercft, or fo much as 
aim'd at an office, cither civil or military, 
though I have been a voluntary fearcher 
into the duties of both-, as well in cities as 
armies ; and that in great part, without the 
bounds of Europe, But having lately ap- 
plied my endeavours, to improve one of our 
natural advantages, for creating a new pro- 
duft, beneficial in general, but particularly 
To, to the woollen ManufaSlure (the little 
hiftory and fate of which defign, the cn- 
clos'd account will acquaint your Lordfhip 
with, if it merits the honour of your read- 
ing) I err'd in the choice of my means, and 
met with difappointmcnts, which have 
made it neceflary, (for the fake of my fa-, 
mily) that I endeavour, to repair a large 
breach in my fortune; andI#ou!d doit, 

if 
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if poffible, the mbkjl way,- by owing any 
future profperity of mine, to fome bene- 
fit I procure, to my country: And thus, 
your Lordftiip has the undifguis'd motive 
of my prefent application. 

It is fometime, fince I became concern'd 
with Sir Robert Montgomery, and fome o- 
ther gentlemen, in a defign to fettle a new 
plantation of his majeft/s fubje£ts, to the 
South of Carolina i the whole intent of 
which, will be juftly apprehended by your 
Lordfhip, on perufal of the enclos'd little 
treatife, which Sir Robert made public, with 
lefs fuccefs, than be expected ; upon which, 
and fome other views, which fell in his way, 
he declin'd any further endeavours, for ad- 
vancement of the colony propos'd ; and I 
bought his grant of him with a firm refolu- 
tion, to puriue the dcfign by myfclf. ^ 

A SETTLEMENT of the EngHJk, in thir 
part of America, will be of coofequence to 
our national intereft, for the following rea- 
fons, befides thofe, hinted in Sir Roberfs 
propofal. 

The 
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The French, by the unlucky corrcfpoh- 
dence of their lakes with St. hiaurenoe^i ri- 
ver, and the Miffifi^fi j their new-nam'd 
5/.Le«>, have buih _/or/j all diong £rt the 
backs of our plantations, throughout the 
wh(Je nmlhern continent of America, and 
arc «agerly advandng a new intereft, by efta- 
l^iihing a powerful cf^ny, oa the Mexkan 
Gutfb ; with a view to their future advan- 
tage, by trading with the richeft part of 
New Speini ia time c£ ptace^ and attack- 
ing them, when at loar. If this goes on, 
m»bjerv'd, they are excluded, in vairiy foom 
a trafiick in the Saitb Sees, Sec. fer by this 
midland cdiannel, they can prlvatdy, widi- 
out fendlDg dieir Oiipe any farther than to 
Cojada^ fuj^y and owrftock the Spaj^(b 
market from Uyuifietta, with Etirt^an 
goods, brought thither dowa the ^J^fi, 
in large flat-bottom'd vcflels, which they 
have built at S^uehec and Monreai, and all 
along their rivers for this very porpoiie: 
while we, having no fetdenacnts n^cGa^ 
cf Mexico, can know nothing of the matter. 

It ihould fccm, therefore, that the fu- 

reft way to prevent this ill confequence, is 

to 
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to plant a colony of our own, jaft upon 'em, 
Tvhich may watch their defigns, and be 
■ check to tbetrambidon. 

My grant, from the Lords proprietors of 
Carolina^ gives liberty to extend the fet- 
riement, to their utmoft Southern bounds, 
which being as far, as 29 degrees, and 

. running back, indefinitely, to ^eJVeJiward; 
your Lordihip, cafting your eye on the lit- 
tle map enclos'd, will fee, that the North 
coaft of the Mexican Gulpb, Is all within 
that limit : fo that, undjer covert of this 
grant, a fcttlement may, unexpectedly, and 

' without noife, be made fomewhere on the 
river of j§pa!acbia j or in any commodious 
place thereabouts : not, with Ihips fent thi- 
ther TOMTvA the Cape of Florida : but crof- 
fing by land, from the upper parts of Al- 
LATAMAHA r/wT, where the {hips may 
firft land the colony. 

Neither could tiic Englijh claim., to 
itich a Settlement, be &irly difpnted, w-ben 
'tis made. Not by the French, who 
Jiaviag taken upon *«m, to aflumeto them- 
felves, and new-cbriflea, at once, whole 
Smth-we/i Florida, will fcarcc prcfume to 
quejiicn 
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^uejlicn his majefty's right to Apalachta j 
which, is part of a traiS: long fince granted 
by King Charles the Fir/l, to the then Earl 
of ArunJel, who caus'd actual poflcffion 
to be taken : but the troubles of that reign 
coming on, put a flop to the deiign, and 
the grant was either furrender'd or ne- 
gleded. Thz Spaniards had once a fmall 
fettlement about Apalacbia, and the Indian 
nations in the neighbourhood, depended 
on them ; but thefe Indians are conqucr'd 
by the Englijh of Carolina^, in the laft war, 
and tranfplanted to a fettlement, on the 
river Allatamaba^ a great deal more Nor- 
therly I and ever fince, the whole country of 
Apalachidy and for fome hundred miles 
round it, has been defart. 

Your Lordfhip will fo readily conceive 
the encrcafe of Englijb power, and inte- 
refl, in Amerrca^ when, by this means, a 
fafe port fhall be open'd to their fhipping 
on the Mexican Gulph, that I need not 
be particular. But becaufe fuch a fettle- 
ment ought not to be begun with fewer 
than five hundred Men, and to raife^ cloatbt 
and furni/h fuch a Number, will require 
a confiderable expencc, I ftand in need of 
your Lordfliip's encouragement, in pro- 
curing 
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curing a , favour fFom his majefty, which 
wi)l imk« this part eafy. 

It appears on record, that in the year 1 6 1 a 
King James the Virjiy to encourage the then 
new plantation of Virginia^ granted licence 
for a lottery, which was drawn in St. Paufi. 
Church, at London^ and the profits applied 
fay the grantees, for ftrengthening that fet- 
tlcment. 

Now, notwithftanding the AS againft lot- 
teries in England, yet, the mion having bcea 
Oiade fince the date of that ASl, a licenfe 
under the Scots Seal, niay be given me, iif 
your Lordfliip will be pleas'd to promote it 
by a word in fupport of fuch a petition to 
his raajefty, for drawing fuch a lottery at 
Edenborough, or, in fomc other of the Rty- 
al Boroughs, within fix months from the 
date of the licenfe : under infpeftion of 
the magiflracy, for well ordering the fair, . 
and public drawing of fuch lottery. 

This licenfe nught empower me to pre- 
pare, and caufe to be deliver'd out, if your 
Lordihip thinks fit, by fome bank or fociety 
of general credit, one hundred thoufand tic- 
O ketSy 
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at forty fliillingS a-pjece, the money to be kept 
by them, in truft ; and paid on demand, to 
the fortunate, in proportion to their prizes ; 
which fhould amount to the whole money 
paid in, for the tickets : only a deduction 
of twelve or thirteen per cent, ftiould be 
made on all prizes, and apply'd in difcharge 
of expences, and tranfportitig the men on 
the defign, abovcmcntioned. 

I PRAY God, this propofal may have 
the fortune, to meet with your Lordlhip's 
approbation ; I will not then doubt its re- 
ceiving' your encouragement : and as for 
difpofal of the tickets, I fhall eafily find 
means to caufe 'em to be bought up iriime- 
'diately; that fo no delay may be given, 
but the men be carried over, this next 
' fummer. 

I wiLi. not prefume to prefs, too fre- 
' quently, among the crowd of your pcrfecu- 
tors. But when your Lordlhip fhall be 
free enough from public cares, to allow 
me the honour of knowing your pleafure, 
I will hope for a (hare of that favour, which 
the generous and no^/e, are mofl willing to 
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give, where they fee it, moft medejih wifli'd 
for. 

No gdin-polluted aim ihfpires my '-oiev} 
I feek not o^cCy nor rtwizri/purfue. 
More nobly fir'd tny tbougbtshU^ fchemeS 

deiigDj 
To ftrctch dominion, and makd empire 

fhine : 
Oh ! were my vfijhes bleft, and thy kincl 

ear. 
Would once, im|Jartial, my conceptions 

hear! 
Th' important moment might rejbhes 

produce, 
And cloath ideas with fiibiliantial uje f . 

I WILL conclude with telling your 
Lordfliip, that, though I talk of affiftance, 
I defire no cither aid^ than your encourage- . 
ment and good countenance to forward the 
defign, which I have abovemention'd, and 
which you will perfectly conceive, by per- 
uiing the papers inclos'd — Our citizens, 
pierehants, and fuch as commonly esteem 
themfelves the fitteli perfons to promoter 
thefe ufidertakings, are too oftenj men of 
narrow fouls, confin'd' views, and ftinted 
education. They look only to iheprefeni 
O 2 profit 
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profit, and deftroy their own aims, by their 
ill-manag'd caution, or, infatiate avarice — 
Under fuch men's evil influence, we muft- 
not wonder at the numerous mifcarriages, 
which cad an odium, on mw undertakings. 
But if gentlemen of i/r/i&, /flaw, znd inoiif- 
iedge^ (who think at large, and take in rea- 
fon, in her full dimcniions, and not as fhe 
is cripled, and bound up, by her clofe quar- 
ters in a narrow brain,} would once affume 
the encouragenKnt of iiich attempts, they 
would not only deliver them from this 
wprfe than Egypiiau bondagty but, at' the fame 
time, fecure to themfelvcs the moft illu- 
ftridus of aU rewards \ by helping 00 defigns, 
fo well calculated, to remain a living me- 
morandimi of their miimi and virtues. But 
ihat your Lctrdfliip may the more willing- 
ly pardon me the freedom of this addrcfe, I 
will haften to conclude it wuh a declaration 
how much I am. 

Tour Lordship's 

M>p obedient humhle Servant^ 

^. HiLt; 
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'Is M". Mallet, 

Dec. 21, 1741. 

O U have given me, dear Sir, a new 
pkafure, ■ by that noble one, you fa 
kindly acknowledge, (and which only a 
great genius could have been capable fo to 
acknowledge) upon receipt of that little re- 
mark or two, which your appeaJ to my fen- 
timents, and the regard I midl have for 
your wifhes, threw me under a neceffity of 
fubmitting to your candor. 

GivE'me leave, (notwithftanding) juft to 
hint at a truth, which it will be needlefs to 
dwell upon to you, who conceive it with a 
more lively apprehenfion than X do, — that 
one of the moft irkfome injunftions on 
friendftiip is advice^ — hecaufe it is, for the 
moft part, mif-conllrued, as either difregard^ 
or conceitednefs. You, who have ae little reafon, 
as any great thinker alive, to apprehend mor- 
tification irom too much prefumption that 
way, are alfo cme of the la/i, from whofe 
felf-approbation, any candid remarker would , 
fall into the hazard of difoblighg — evep 
by an unauthorized and too bufy'franknefs 
crfheart, in an obtruded fincerity of opinion. 
O 3 And 
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And yet, I don't know how, but there ig 
(I have felt it too often myfelf; and I con-s 
fefs it, with ftiame and repentance) a weak 
and flattering reludlance in our nature, that 
jmpreffes moft of us with too ihrinking a 
fenfe, upon occaiions of fp fearching a ten- 
dency. 

What is it then, we muft do, when, 
fometimcs, the too obliging idea, which our 
friends may have formed of our judgment, 
and, fometimes, their defire to be confirm'd 
in an ejieem^ they know due to their own — 
calls our truths or our honour in queftipn ? 
muft we, on one fide, deceive, by the affec- 
tation of too implicit a courtlinefs ? -__ or 
muft we offend, on the other, by an over- 
officiousi fincerity ? 

There is, I thmk, but one honeft and 
mafculine medium ; and that is, to look for, 
to love, and be charmed with every beauty, 
which the work is enriched by, and con- 
fefs it, with all the force and delight it can 
juftify J and, at the fame time, to take patm 
witbofa-pteafure, to dete£t every excefs, or 
pmiflSon, that may do hurt to the man we 
WJfh honoured^ and point them out to him, 
with 
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with a refpcflful integrity. Whoever a&s 
in this manner, may be fure of contenting 
two perfons. He will be fatisfied with bim- 
feif, for the prefent — and hU friend will 
be pleafed with him hereafter. 

I DO not, and, indeed, I cannot oblerve 
this, with any eye toward the gentleman, 
to whom I direiS it. But, as it is a rule, 
I have followed, with fometinies the fame 
fuccefs, which the freedom of your fpi- 
rit has allowed it, at prefent, and fome- 
times, to the change of much feeming at- 
tachment, into future re/erve, and great 
coldnefs, I have, therefore, given you the 
true ftate of my thoughts, on fo trying a 
touchftone of friendfhips j becaufe, next to 
the imputation of wanting the courage to 
correft my own errors, I fhould be moft, 
of all things, afhamed, to iland fufpefted, 
as oBf, who takes delight^ in difcovcriiig the 
efcapes of another. 

And now, Sir, I will obey your com- 
mand, and proceed to the remainder of 
what 1 broke fhort in my lafi. 

I KNOW nothing, at this time, in Englaffdy 

(pi^Uc J^ritedaefs perhaps only excepted) 

O 4 that 
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that fecms kfs underftood, and mere char- 
ged with the reverfe of its meaning, than 
Criticism. This is taken ridiculouffy 
enough, to intend only carping ; whereas, 
to give it a name^ tfiat would but honeftly 
compiehcnd its true qualities, it ought to 
be called, The art of prating laith pleafare 
and reafon. 

One might reduce, I believe, all the afs* 
loads of paper which have been pompoufly 
wafted upon this fubje^S, into a contrat2ion^ 
like the nut-fhell of Homer. For ^arfub- 
Uming amoy the volatile nothings, and 
throwing out upon the dunghill, it defervcs, 
the almoft unliftable caput tmrtuuniy that 
lies heavy and big, at the bottom, there wilt 
little more be found fticking to the fides of 
the retort, than what our Tw/fyfcra&flwfricndi 
the poetical cbfmifi^ who drawt tbe aromatie 
fouls of fowers, would be able to exprefs, irt 
a couplet. 

What, for example, can a finiflied poem 
contain, at the moft, but the.i& feven diftinc- 
tions, purpofd, invention^ dijpofition, propriety, 
force, grace, and exprefjion ? — I think, we 
may venture to be pofidve, that, whatever 
good genius were to print a new piece, if he 
has 
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has firft had the patience, to try all his 
thoughts, by this no very diSicnltJceU of 
gradation^ muft contain the wicZ?, diat a 
critic ^ares caU for; and, indeed, thewdoi^, 
that a poet can want, even for the warmeft 
liemands of his fancy. 

But, if you find yourfelf inclined, to pall 
open my rmt-JheU^ and examine its cwitents 
more at large, they can med^ I think, but 
this fhort explication : 

Purpose does not, by choice, but nccef- 
fity, demand ^tfirji rank of the fevm^ be- 
caufe no man can execute any work of in- 
ftruSion, or reafon, which he has not pre- 
vioufly conceived, in fome -fchcme fcff at- 
tempting. 

Invention has as mantfeft a right to the 
fecond, becaufc, by the piot^ we embody fome 
ftory, that gives adion and life to our i«- 
firiiBiion ; And, If we attract not the imagi- 
nation, by the beautiful plan of the conduct 
our readers can never be infiru^ed at all, 
becaufe we never engage their attentivn. 

Disposition muft ftand tbirdj becaufe 

neglefl: in the order would confound appre- 

hei^tti 
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ben^n ; and fo the flairs, which ihould fup- 
port one another, 'till they reach the t^ 
Jiory, being broke into feparate flights, ra- 
ther /rrom/ us from finding our way, than 
tiire^ us to the rooms, in due order. 

And the fourth ftcp will, of courfe, be 
Propriety, becaufe nothing can move, us, 
but nature } and every thi^g th^ is impro* 
per, is unnaiursl. 

Force muft follow Froprietyy — becaufe 
abfence of energy leaves cbjctSs (however 
natural) too faint to he Jiriking ; and, there- 
fore, Jirong fentiments are nece0ary to de- 
tain bufy minds, 'till the conclufive event 
of the a^on, 

Grace, though next to, muft come after 
■Forcey becaufe a feint and unfirikmg concep- 
tion can have little eife£t from its ornament ; 
fince pr^ttinefs (how . poetically foever be- 
ipangled) may be flcpt overj if unafFeiSing, 
or too languidly void of animation. But, 
where our mind has been already alarmed 
by a power, in the play of the paffions, — 
there, add but this grace to that energy^ and 
the charm becomes full and refifUefs. 

It 
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It is needled to tell you, why Expres-< 
SIGN muft bring up the rear ; for who can 
know, better than yourfclf, that it is the co^ 
louring^ by which the piftures muft glow.— 
Itisthc^ii/j, thatrefleds all the images. 

And fo, Sir, you have my fliort half-inch. 
fcale, for the meafyre of criticifm. If you 
pleafe to do it fo much honour, as ^ apply 
it to the piece you obliged me with thtt 
fight of, it will faithfully find thefe dimeti' 

jSom:~ihzt your fmrfofe was one of the no- 
bleft, and moft important, in nature — that 

, your inveniion was indulged, by a little too 
fparing a ha^e, and will be thought not 
quite up to your fiory — that your <iiJpojS- 
tion was rather impraSticahkt than imper- 
feft, from the too nzTvow/cope, you allow- 
ed to the model, which left too fhort room 
for the incidents — that your propriety can 
be only fometimes complained of, in places, 
where there is not intirely an agreement 
pteferved, between thoughtSy (always noble 
or tender) and the cbaraSlers, under which, 
they are uttered — that yoar/orce, tho' un- 
' commonly great, in the ientiments, appears 
ka^, where it ought to have been mo^j that 
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is, not in your conception, but your concel'- 
ver, from the hero's too finking and feden- 
tery compiainings — that, a^ to grttcfy ihe 
is fo lovely and io dutiful a cMU of pur men, 
that it is pity yon confentcd to beAbw her, 
beneath the jafl: claim of her heaaty -^ and 
that, laftly, for your exprefflortt — it is Body, 
Mind, Motion. 

Box, to enlarge oti what rcl^s to your 
kagzi^e, if there is a peffihility to touch 
speeches to thdr advantage (upon which 
you pour out your beauties, like a river-goJ, 
in oidjcu^turej from an inclined and Jnex- 
■ hauftible um) — it muft be owing, I am 
fure, io fui^raSlion j for to addgtt^xet eatbel- 
lijhmenf, than you give your ixpreffim^ would 
he both a vain and impracticable labour. I 
ipeafc here, with reftriOion to Traged^^ 
where the pajhns being inBamed into in- 
tenfe expe<Sation of events, are fometimes 
too impatient to ti^e thofe defcriptive re- 
tardments, which, in poems of the narrative 
fpecies, make the richeft and moil pleafing 
cmltfoidery. 

It was not, 'dll about the tim« of a^ng 

t^Atbeheoldj that I came to reflcA at all, 

upon 
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upon {he -neceffity^ I am dx)ut to explain, 
of regarding (almoft to the cxclnfion of 
drefs) clofenefs in the diftion oi Tragedy i 
and 'I will tell you the particular accident^ 
that firft threw me upon the iwitwiof diieo- 
vering it. — Among fcveral friendly ftric- 
tures, which Mr. Pepe was fo kind as to 
mark wirfi black kad^ before he returned me 
my manufcript, tic following was one, in ft 
pEd^ge, which as it ftood, when I fetit it 
him, "was thus : 

>— Tho' time has chang'd my love, 

*Tis chang'd, but like the drammd^ that 

grows brighter. 
By lofs of duft^ in poliflilng. — 

This hy lafs of 4ufi was too languid and 
fpiritlefs an out-crawKng, for a fenfe that 
was lively enough of itfelf ; — and in place 
of it, or rather, indeed, fhining over it^ I 
&w this beautiful change for the better — 
and h/i'&v'x'DmTy'm polifliin^. 

An alteration fo very finall, in its figure, 

and yet, offo fignificant an eSetft, in the 

new force, it beftoWed on the ientcnce, 

ftruck coTwiSlion into the heart of my vanity , 

and 



dt, Google 



do6 Original Lettek^j 

and I was taught, from that time, to bd 
fenfibie, that it is from the turn, which we 
give to an expreffion^ tW wc ought to ex- 
peft its chief tTiftuence* But^ as when im- 
prefled by prophetic contagion, Saul bimfelf 
became alfo z prophet ^ I went on, kept in d 
feries, of refleftion fuccecding refle^Stion, 
'till, at length, I produced to myfelf this 
conclufion, to the eoft of my former diffufe 
way of wafting much paint in my tragedies. 
That (for the moft part) when, in dramatic 
cal fpeeches, no ftrength is wanting, with 
regard to their _^n?/OT^«/j,, and yetthsefeSi 
is found U/s adtivc, thai we hoped it, (tho* 
upon an audience that liftens attentively) that 
deficient effeSi has been owing to a diftention 
off gure and phrafe, from an itidulgenCe df 
poetical imagery. For this miftaken ambi- 
tion, over-expanding iktfenfe into grada- 
tions of unneceflary ornament, though i£s 
view was but to enliven defcription, ferves 
but to divide, to miilead, and to puzzle at- 
tention, that would elfe have immediately 
been catched, and held down, by the plain 
jorce of greatnefs in thought. For thick 
fainting cools paffion, and ef^ces its natural 
energy j while a poet, who puflies his fenti- 
ments (like comprelTed air) a great deal do- 
ftr 
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icr together, than in die gentler agitatiora 
of his heart might be neceffary, derives a 
newjirengtby ftom his diftion, that, with a 
kind of elq^ic difcharge of the jpirit^ ftrikes 
both ear and epprebenfion more fmartly. 

If I would recommend to feme new wri- 
ter, whom I loved, a complete pattern for 
his language^ in Tragedy, I would borrow it 
from fuch fpceches as Corin'j (page 9) and 
the Hermit's (page 18) in your Mfred^ 

And, if you had not been deprived erf" op- 
portunity, by the Majque's bang fo near its 
appearance, I would have begg'd you to re- 
vife that fine folemn invocation {^^c iz) 
and to tell me, whether the bufinefs, where- 
upon thofe great jpirits are invited to return 
into Ufe, would not better have agreed with 
the generofity of the Prince, who invokes 
them, if it had received fome fuch turn as 
the following : 



-Sacred fliade 



Of my lov'd father! — All yc parted 

fpirits 
Of nty fam'd ancejiwrsi — Arife fr<Mn 

iUatb! 

Be 
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Be mco, once ni<«'c ! -* mot t0 imm fangs^ 

like mine. 
But fiart at England's Jhame^ — and AiB 

ber 'oen^anee. 

There is one more obfervation, f which I 
bc^an firil to make, about eight years ago) 
and which^ if I commpnicate t9 fo riilng a 
genius for the ftage, as your owa, it may 
produce you many a loud triuix^h, long zS- 
terX iball myielf beout c^ the hearing ^all 
founds, but om^ and that a dreadfully foUrm 
me! 

Yotr mv& have remarked, how much the 
€lapi in a Tragedy can contribute to its 
fuccefi (Ml the Stage — as well by raifing the 
j^riti of the *S«r^ as by awakeniny the 
hopei of an eudiefxe. But k may not, per- 
haps, have occurred toyott, that, though 
it is fentiment chiefly, that produces thefe 
clapSf there are fcldom any number of them, 
even in Plays, that are full of fine thoughts, 
becaufe thole tbca^bts are not (as they 
ought to be) drawn ihort, into a ftrong and 
fententious exprejhenefs, and pointed out to 

' Ae apprabett^, by a clofiog reft^ and full 
paufe, upon the fenfe; for ? W both gives 

. time for more perfe<9: conception of the beauty 
exprefled, 
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expreffed, and iorihcapplaufe^thaX approves 
and rewards it.— Whereas, moft a^orj indif- 
creetly run on, when they do T\oX.forefee fuch 
applaufe, and loje it, by not flopping on a 
thought J that invites it, unlefs the fenfe is cut 
fiiort, fo as, in a manner, to conjlrain them to 
allow it the weight, that is proper to it. The 
want of this art appears vifibly : but the 
praftice of it will always enable a writer of 
fkill, to prepare, in all his ftrong, or his 
fajjionat^ fpceches, as many Clap-traps, for 
the moft part, as couplets. 

I WILL {hew you my meaning more 
clearly, by dividing into fuch barriers and 
breaks (as the ufe I fpeak of) two of your 
fpceches, in Alfred, fo abovinding in excel- 
lent thoughts, that one could not wiih them 
ipore ftrong, than you have made them al- 
ready, — and yet, you fhall fee how that 
firengtb may appear with double the imprcf- 
fivcnefs. For the aBor^ at every mark of a 
Jiar, being compelled by the fenfe, to paufe 
full ~ (I fuppofe him, however, an aSlor of 
genius) as many cl^^s would infallibly fol- 
low, and throw the hcuje into an uproar of 
fieajure. 

Vol. II. P High 
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High heaven forbid. 



One, Englijh born^ fliould ever count, as 
gain^ 

What villainy procured him* — Are we 
poor ? 

Ee honeftjr our riches / * ~ Are we /ow ? 

Let an ennobled fcorn of bafenefs raifens !* 

'Tis the try'd heart alone, that ftamps di- 
JiinBhn. 

Hands, that dare toil for peace — defpife pol- 
lution.* 

Our daily labour is our daily •wealthy 

And never wijlnng what we never wantf 

Bribes arc difgrace, beneath us. • 

As to the change ofBritiJh'mto Englijh, I 
am far from being fo httle acquainted with 
the right and merit of the north part of our 
-ijlaniif as to have fubilituted, for the fake of 
an impertinent /flrz/fl//^, a word lefs juft, in 
our days, no doubt, .than your own was j but 
Corin, I conclude to have been a Saxon^ and 
fo the Britons, who were his countrymen's 
enemies, could have no claim to 2.Jhare in his 
compliments. I proceed now to the fecond 
fpeecb, and divide it for claps, like the 
former. 

Hear 
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Hear - me, thou aweful power y that fee'ft 

my foul ! 
Ifi to difgracc a crown my genius tends, 
. Ne'er let my feeble deeds defame a people ? * 
Teach me to rule them, with z father's hearty 
And love my fubjefts into fenfe of duty.* 
Let only bad men fear, and falfe ones hate 

me. • 
Teach me, to raife dejefted England's name, 
■And fwell th' infulted found with warlike 

■ terror. * 
Guardian of virtue, induftry, and law, 
L« every good man's wrongs reproach my 

tamenefs i * 
Teach me to plant new knowledge, tempt 

new arts. 
Protect lov'd liberty, and fix her Tleady, • 
Teach nie to fcom mean avarice, fhun 

proud rage. 
And, 'twixt the roar of factions, ^eer un~ 

driven ! * 
Or, ifunftfoT thcfe great ends, thoa find'ft 

me, 
Ne'er let me lend a fullied name, kind 

heaven ! 
To eh, the humble lifts, that fain'd a 

throne.* 

P 2 Here 
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Heke jou Tee, Sir, that, without changing 
a thought — only by dividing the road into 
turnpikes, for ciaps, to fay toiJaX, there could 
not fell to arifc, at leaft, the eight I have 
marked> (I am poficive and fure of it, from 
my attentive experience, in a long obferva- 
tion of the tafte and the praiSice of audien- 
ces) whereas the turn that has connected 
your fpeech, into that beautifully ccMitinued 
chain of dependencies, could not po^bly 
(and fo you will find) excite mocc than one 
jingle clapy and that, not 'till the end of the 
ici^ tine, before which, dxpeiftation being 
held in fufpence, fuch an interruption would 
make the audience afraid of lofing the 
thread of the meaning. 

I HAVE done, dear Sir, at laft ; and I am 
not without fome fear, you will hear that 
,with pleafure ; fo I dare not detain yoH any 
longer, than while I adorn my* name with a 
diftindion it delights to appear in, which 
is that of 

7our moji faithfully affeSHonatey 

Humble Servant , 

. . : ■ A. HiLU 

ciq mod t, Google 



Original Letters. .S13 

P. S. I may appeal to the length of this 
letter, that it cannot be out of laxinefi^ 
I intreat your permdiGon to decline Pro-^ 
logues or Epilogues^ for one, who is fo 
much richer than his friends, whom he 
begs from, that I wonder he is not a- 
Yham'd of his avarice ! 



To Mr. R^ N. 

Dear Sir, 

IT never is without regret I fend you 
back your beauties. It is fo natural to 
retain impreflions we are charm'd by, that 
you could not be fo reafonable as you always 
are, and muil be, if you found it difficult to 
give me pardon, for a guilt you have Com- 
pelled me into. Do not, however, punifh 
it, by holding back temptation for the fu- 
ture. Rather than hazard fuch a mortifi- 
cation, I will promife to reform ; — but, for 
repentance, I difclaim it utterly. 

How immenfely full of the moft mark'd 

and exquifite paintings, covert fatire, livc- 

lieft humour, glowing paffion, ftrong re- 
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flcfftion, and fine touches of inftruiftive cau- 
tion, is each ftage of this new tour of genius, 
through a country, which you plant, and 
people, as you travel over it, and enrich, 
for our delight, who are to pafs it after you ! 
— But I forbear this ^fubjeft, 'till your E^n 
is inclofed and limited. 

B -•( returns with this, and brings you 
'back my hearty thanks for fending him, — 
and all the heart, and foul, and prayers, 
and zealous wishes of all mine, and of. 

Dear Sir, 

Tour^ (and all your) 

Moji faitbfuh bumble, 

Aid obehitnt Servant, 

A. Hill. 



7« 
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To Mr, Mallet. 

"^an. 13, 1741. 

YO U would hardly think, dear Sir, 
what pleafure it has given me, to find 
you favouring criticifm. A genius, na- 
turally powerful, like yours (and fo enrich'd 
too, by the helps of learning) could not, 
without lofs to the whole republic ofletters^ 
have fallen in with that felf-wcakening 
averfion, among writers, which, depriving 
Jancy of the ftrengtb it might receive from 
judgment^ trufts the hipe of dieir whole *art, 
to nature. For however firfi and mofi ef- 
fential, we confefs her inborn requifites, 
yet, who does not fee, and fufFer, by her 
raih, and too precipitate mijkadings f 

What a profu^on, for example of mf, 
force, and Jancy, has been wafted, from a 
vant of critical difccrnment, in thofe maf- 
terly wild ^a/«//«g-j we admire, in Spencer? 
what obftruftion of bold . unprepar'd, yet, 
fparkling hje, do we fee lojl for want of 
being artfully made necejary, among the 
paf^m, which ftart up, in Shakespeab ? 
p. 4 And 
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And hence alone, how limited, difputed, 
and impef fcdt men's ejieem of thefe great 
charatfters, amidfl: the praifis willingly 
pdur'd out upon ih^ vaftnefs oi i\vc\r natu- 
ral beauties ! It would have been a glorious 
pitch indeed, to which the fame oitwofucb 
•writers mufl; have carried up our rt^erence, 
had their refleftion been but fortunate t- 
nough to fee and claim the benefits, which 
premeditation can beftow on cotifequence, 
and how far reafon's coolnefs may contri- 
bute efficacy, to the . warmth of rapture. 
Would to God, I had difcern'd this foon 
enough myfelf, to have with-hcld fome 
iilly proofs, which, with a boy-like hafte 
I gave the world, too publickly, how much 
I flood in need of the difcovery ! tho* even 
then, perhaps, I muft have wifli'd imagi- 
nation livelier. Whereas jfoa (I know, 
and yeW it). have a comprehenfion, in your 
natural genius, that has no rejiraint to 
apprehend, from fancy. Join to it there- 
for?, for your own, and for your country's 
honour^ all the difcipHn'd auxiliaries, of 
Art — and conquer, beyond Gr«^ oiRo- 
pmn boundaries. 

How 
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How greatly to my fathfaSion would 
it be, if I could think with confequcnce 
enough, to juftify the w^, which your 
ftditenefs waftes upon my too defeftive pow- 
er in criticifm. I have, 'tis true, for fome 
years paft, cmploy'd no little labour and 
attention, jn enquiry, for my own inJlruStion : 
And I once, had purpofe to be vain enough 
to aim at lending fome fmall light to others. 
For I had finifh'd 101739, ^ Efay on Pro- 
priety, which merited (if any thing I do 
can merit) the forgivcnefs of the public. 
But I burnt thofc papers in a long, and me- 
lancholy illnefs, after I had half tranfcrib'd 
them, for thtpre/s ; and fo I did at the fame 
time another piece, that took its fubjeit from 
the Jlage, and its negleSf, among us. The 
Jirfi of thefe I facrific'd, to zfufpicion, which 
I apprehended I hzdgroundsjor -- That my 
Jefign {tho' really m0{kjl, and benevoient) 
would difoblige, where it intended fervice, 
and be thought conceited or invidious. —— 
And the fecond I difdain'd to Jnijh, from 
the due contempt I felt, for the /ow con^Si of 
our Theatres; and from my own defpair 
(when I coniider'd our great men's little 
love 
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love of poetry) that I ' had any likelihood 

of living, til! they tafied criticifm. 

Not being fure, however, that there 
was not moreof _^/<?^K, than of found rea- 
fon, in this aftioiji I have now recover'd vani- 
ty enough, to hope, there were obfervations, 
in both pieces, which a kind partiality, 
like ^e»rJ, would have been willing to ap- 
prove of. And (therefore only) I almoft 
repent, that I deilroyd 'em : not but it 
would be eafy^ could I flatter my ambition, 
with a thought of faying any thing, that you 
can want to be reminded of, to fend you, 
in feven feperate letters, one for every bead^ 
of the divijwm in my laft, the whole expla- 
natory compafs of my. critical abridgement, 
with inclufion of examplei to illuftrate the 
reflexions, but that, God knows, when 
you may find patience, or I leifure, to get 
through fuch a Jong fuccefllon of dry ftagcs. 

I RETURN you your kind new-year's 
wifhes, with all. the zeal, and the affedi- 
orf, which your merit can demand from 
my full fenfe of it : they ought to have 
been fent, a few days fooner — But what 
hzvc forms to do with friendfliips ? I fliall 
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always (in, or out of ieafon) take the li- 
berty to own myfclf. 

Dear *?/>, 

Tour moft obiditnt. 

And moll faithful Servant-, 

A. Hij,L. 

To Mr. Mallet, 

7*z;r.23, 1741. 
Dear Sir, 

HO W long have you been married? 
You will fay, 'tis an incurious ab- 
fence from the world, and (what deferves 
moft notice in it) the good fortune of our 
friends, that makes it necelTary for me, to 
propofe this queftion : — And yet there 
is a force of tendernefs, in your iJarm for 
that fick perfon's danger, who has kept you 
out of bed fo many nights together, that al- 
moft convinces me, this/'er/on In the world 
mofl dear to you, mull be a Lady. 

If I am right in thatconjefture, let me 

firft beg pardon for an inattention nothing 

could have juftiiied, in one lefs loji to notice 

than 
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dian I am, and wiHi to be ; and then, per- 
mit me to aiTure you, I am fenfible ef your 
calamity : for having felt in my own cafe, 
what I now fear, in youn^ I apprehend it, 
with -a too fufceptiblc, capacity. — But, 
may you long, be kept a ftranger to all/cr- 
rOTPJ, which it would be want of magna- 
nimity, not to be ihakcn by j fince it is then 
that we moft fee, and become mortified 
by the inftability of human happinefs, when 
that proteSiiotty which we owe, and which 
we long to give to a dependent innofence^ 
-that looks up to us for afiiftance, in re- 
ward of infinite endearment and affecSion, 
is fo vain and ufelefs a prerogative , that it but 
adds humiliation to our anguijh. 

Your letter, dated the 17th, not coming 
to my hand, till late this afternoon, I would 
be glad to footh my hope, that nowj before 
this reaches you, the danger may be kjfen'd, 
and under influence of this beliefs kind 
flattery, I haflen to a different fubjed; for of ■ 
an tranfitions, that flaould be the fuddeneft, 
which fliuns the image of a friend's dif. 
treffes, except only one, which has the 
happinefs of carrying power as well as bi^e, 
and 
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and feeke affltdioDs, to rflieqezii-d com' 
ftjrt 'em. 

You afk me, iri your poilfcript, wh»- 
thcr you arc right, in gucfling, there are 
traces of my hand in Pamela ? 

No Sir, upon my faith, I had not any 
(therninuteft) ffiare in that delightful nur- 
Jery of virtues. The fole, and abfolute 
author is Mr. Ricbardfon of Salijbury-Court ; 
and fuch an author too, he is, that hardly 
mortal ever match'd him, for his eafe of 
natural power. He feems to movet like a 
calm fummer fca, that, fwelling up^rard, 
with unconfcious deepnefe, lifts the beavieji 
weights into the/!f/«, and ftiews no^n/5 of 
their incumbency. He would, perhaps, in 
fevery thing, he fays or does, be more in 
nature,, than all men, before him, but that 
he has one Jaulf, to an unnatural excejs — 
and that Is modefty. The Book was publilh'd 
many months, before I faw, or heard of it j 
and when he fent it me, among fome other 
pieces, it came without die fmallcft hint, that 
it was bis^ and with a grave apology, as for 
a triJU^ of too light a ^ecies. I found out 
whofe 
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whofe it was, by the refemblmg turn of 
Pamelas exprcfljons, wcigh'd with fome 
which I had noted, as peculiar in his let- 
ters : Yet very loth he was, a long time, 
toconfefsit. And to fay the leaft I can 
of qualities, which he conceals, with as 
much fear, as if they were ignoble ones, 
he is fo honeft, open, generous^ and great a 
thinker, that he cannot in his writings paint 
a. virtue that he needs look farther, than 
his hearty to find a pattern for. Let me 
not, therefore, rob him for a moment, in 
fo juft a mind, as yours, by interception of 
his praifes. The glory is, and ought to be 
bis gnly. And I am much miftakcn in 
the promife of his genius, or Pamela (all 
■lovely as ,ftie is, in her unheeded, hafty 
drefs) is but a dawning to the day, he is to 
give us. 

And, having now difcharg'd my heart 
of thefe two burthens, that lay on it, my 
concern for your friend's danger, and im- 
patience under fuch a wrong to Mr.Richard~ 
Jon, as one day's Jilence would have been, 
after I knew of the mijlake, your Poftfcript 
hinted at, I will refer what I muft fay, up- 
on the other paragraphs of yours, till I 
can 
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can hope, your mmd reftpr'd to its com- 
pofurej and more fitted to, fupport the trial 
of a longer letter, from 

Bear Sir, 

Tour moji affeBknate 

^d faithfiil Servant. , 

' A. HitL. 

■ 3i Mr. Mallet. 

May 9, 1743. 
, Dear Sir, 

IT is beftto be JiUnt, where what muft 
be faid would give pain to our friends. 
I have,- therefore, writ nothing, in anfwer 
to the kindntls exprefs'd in your laft : be- 
-caufe I could only have told you that my 
daughter's relapfc had made me defpair 
of her recovery. The Surry air, howe- 
ver, and advance of the fprJng, have al- 
moft encouraged me to hope, (he is 
, now out of danger. Twenty times, while 
at the worft, fiie repeated the refleftion, 
how clofely our difappointments fucceed, 
to the profpefts of our pleafures ! For the 
laft day fhe was able to hold up her head! 
She 
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fhc had the honour of thanking your La- 
dy, for anobligation always uppermoft, in 
her memory. . 

As to myfelf, I have never ySJacf, feen Xot- 
don^ but in paffing through a part of it, the 
remoteft, in all lights, from that which your 
choice has diftinguiih'd. I don't know, 
whether you are ftill there, or no ; but fend 
" out this letter on difcovery : A writer, po- 
lifh'd into the modern cmbelliihments, 
would have taken this opportunity to (hew 
fcis*rndition in French, by the word recon- 
voitre — Horrible affedtation of jargon ! 
fuch abominable , infertions, ds. this phrafe, 
and tapit and ecclaircijjmentj. and all die 
irightful et cattra, moft, in fefliion, into a 
language, they rather flick to, than unice 
with, feem to mi? aiiridiculou* an endea- 
vour, as an <i^ Jor naturalization of Blacia- 
moors ! The inherent oppofition of co- 
lour makes a jeft of, and repulfcs authority. 

I sickbn'd into the ocoailon of this 
remark upon reading a few late pamphlets, 
which were fent to me, as EngUJh ones. I 
don't know whether it may not be ftraining 
the point a little too fer, but I can't forbear 
confiderihg 
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fidering this fubordinate difpofition, to re- 
cievc French words and French fajhiom-t aa 
a kind of national dependency, that refem- 
bles a conqueji. 

In the mean time, I recolleft (while I 
am touching thisfubjed:, to a mafleroi our 
language, who knows tebat' reafom we have 
for deipifing Utitjlavery) I rccolleft, I fay, 
a littie poetical ftream^ that I drew from a 
French Jmntain ; «id de£gn'd to have let 
it creep toward* your wm», upon my firft 
meeting with a paragraph^ in the News-pa- 
fers, that tbefiddn'd your marriage. But, I 
don't know how I laid it by and forgot it, 
which I nttatidd, with fome lender : not 
Ixcaiift I writ it myfelf~>-but becaufe' 
th«yl*^'*^call'd for laftiiig impreffion. 

' t ilAl) betn looking \nto father Bouhours, 
(whom Mr. Addifon calls the bejl^ of the 
French critieks) and had met with the fol- 
lowing verfes : which are highly in that 
author's fevour, for a fimpliclty, not in- 
ferior he fays to Ovid or Catullus, 

Q^ Eihi 
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Eiev^ dans lavertue, 
Et malheureux, avec elle, 
ye difoisy a quoyfers tu, 
Paieore^ et fiertle, Vertu^ 
. Ta Droiture^ et tout ton Zele^ 
'Tout compte, tout rabatu, 
Ne valent pas un fe^u. 

Mali •ooyant qua fon couronne, 
j^ujourd'buy, le grand VotnponnCt 
AuJ/ttotJemefuisteH ; 
ji quelque chofi, elle ejl bonne. 

The Jin^licityi 1 faw j and . lik'd very 
well. But there was fomething, which I 
did not fee, that ought in my opinion, 
to have been there. Something of a con- 
ception, not lefs plain, yet fuller — with a 
livelier caft of humour, in the turn ; and 
fomewhat, too, of .delicacy, methoiig^t, 
fecih'd wanting. 

- I WAS full of an idea, more infpirlng, than 
a dozen of his Pompennes ; fo took a dia- 
mond pen out of my pocket, and commit- 
ted the infcription following, to the truft 
of a glafs monument ; not perhaps too 
brittlejbr ihe fancy. 

Taftc 
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Tafte, faid I, and deep decerning, 

Grace and virtue too thrown in ; 
Air-like eafe, and fun-like learning, 

All arfc claims not worth a pin. 
No^ faidTruth, and frown'dhcr nod to't. 

Fortune lives with none of thefe -, 
Fdoli —and there fhe fwore by G-^d to't, 

Fciols, iarc thofe, ftie works to pleafe. 
He^t cry'd Wit ! ~ behold 1 a Mallet, 

In our Elstob's bofom blefs'd : 
Once, faid Truth, I'm out! — recalit: 

Miracles mufi Jiand confefs'd. 

I AM fure, there is reafon enough, here : 
As for -wit t I don't know, what to fay to 
that part of my yerfion : All I can aflert, 
with any pofitive evidence, is, that whatever 
the quantity of wit may have been, a Go- 
thic rogue of a cat has thrown it out of 
the window. The mifchwf of his heart was 
levell'd at a poor Bird, but that efcap'd, 
and a lefs tuneful compofition fuffer'd. So 
that 'it is owing to the 'fcribling induftry 
of a bufy little compiler in the family, 
that I have now the opportunity of fending 
you this truly petite piece of J 

Utar Sir^ tours Sfc . 

Q^ A, ttlLl'. 
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T* Mr. RlCHA«D«Ot*. 

Dear Sik, 

YOUR recal of thefe tbree beau- 
ties found me in the middle of my 
third time of going over them — fo far 
have you mifconcciv'd my axteoticMi to 
whatever avocation, of bufineis, whett you 
fuppofcd it could repel the preffurc of that 
always juil: impatience, which I haflen with, 
to: the regard of every things ^atbas 3*)ur 
feal upon it, 

Go on ! '— - You art a fpecifts in a fih- 
glc pen, and arc not to be jxidg'd by oAf 
of the bold reducen«nts of a tSiticifm, 
drawn from other writtt-'s praflice or kkas. 
This I know by my own fure experience, 
that your ftages may be judg'd too lohg, 
yet never be made long enough to tire the 
traveller. 

I AM greatly forry, you have no fuccef-' 
fors ready to replace thefe gems in vellum. 
But be mindful, when you have, not only 
of your promifc, but the pleafure its perfor- 
mance will bring with it to. Dear Sir, 

'Tours ficc. 
•-:.". A. HiLu 
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T9 Mr. Mali-et. 

yune 2, 1743. 

TH E temptation of fome hours in Mr- 
MaUet's company is even, too great to 
be refifted by the too^b-ach ; ftrong, at once, 
and filly intwvention ! which now (for the 
firft tiro* in my life) has found its way to 
plague roe, and condemns me to a clofc-ihijt 
,n>quth -J no mighty mifery, indeed, as talk- 
ing goes, in general, but a misfortune worth 
lamenting, upon rare occafions, fuch as your 
obliging kind letter now prcfents me with. 

But, as the poft has brought it me, 
(again) three whole days later than the date 
it carries, and I cannot hope, thait purie will 
reach you foon anough (toHBoyrow being 
the lad of the two days you mention) I dare 
not venture to propofe a fliorter time, than 
Taf/^ay ; before which, in all events, my 
.letter might be brought you, even though 
you fhould not call at your towq-houfe. and 
find it. 

Ok 'Tuefdtf^^ thefefore» if it is a day, you 

'«(« to be in town on, I will wait on you, by 

Qj one 
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one o'clock, at S/. Paul's Coffee-boufe^ by 
LhBors Commons gate, from whence we may 
go dine together at the tavern, next door, 
(which was Truby's) — It Js central, with 
regard to fituation, and has elegance^ dctach'd 
from bttjik. —Or, in cafe you do not come 
to town that day, J am to be, the next, at 
Point Pleafantt in the neighbourhood of 
Putney t andj from thence, at the fame hour, 
on Thurfday will be at any place of your ap- 
pointing me, on either fide the riv^r, be- 
tween Strand-green and Wandfworth, \ do 
not namp your own houfe now, betaufe yott 
will be liable to vifiti^ that may interrupt us. 

If the bearer finds you, pleafe to let him 
bring me two Jhort lines, to figniiy yot^r 
choice of Tuefday or Tburfday^ If he miffes 
you, oblige me with a letter by the^nny- 
poflt which, if put in at London^ never fails 
to be delivered here, the next day after. 

As to the Fanciad, you gueft right. — it 
was with the late Earl of Peterborough, the 
converfation pafs'd, which I have mention 'd 
in the preface. H? told me, at the fame 
time, he doubted whether the Duke of 
JiiarJberougb had kept fo many of the ori- 
ginal 
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ginal letters and papers, as might ferve to 
ground a hiftory upon ; but, I hope, he 
was miftaken, in that point, becaufe I have 
been credibly aflured, that Lord Cadogan, 
who had ferved fo long, moft near the 
Duke, declared, as from his certain know-- 
ledge, there were notes and heads enough 
coUe£ted, to give fcopc to one of the com- 
plcateft hiftories, that could be written. 

What faft there is in this, I know ndt'i 
but I (hould be greatly plcafed, if you could 
iearn the certainty, from my Lady Dutchcfb 
Dowager, to whom I have not the honour 
to be known j nor has flic, I believe, fo 
much as heard yet of the Frntctadi for I ne- 
ver fcnt it to her, nor, indeed, to any hand 
at all, but ymri^ to whom it came, in part of 
a reply to your enquiry^ how- I fpent my 
leijure. 

■ Iri the interim, don't imagln? ttie fo vain, 
to think myfelf half qualified for fuch a tafi 
as the Dukfc's hifiory. I did but wifli to 
'fee fome willing undertaker ei^ual to it. 
There is immenfity of difference, between 
obferving the too vifible defe<3:s, in all the 
hiftories, publiflicd hitherto, of that great 
Q 4 conqueror's 
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iconqq^^r's ^ipBs, and frc^umiag it wjthin 
my power, to do h>6 WQndera jwftiec 1 — 
JEven m the bcft ban4 W earth, it were a 
labouTi fpr feme length pf years : but U ie 
what, I hope, the 4"Wh^f8's late amiable 
regard for fature famCf wilj find ftjme hap- 
py, mipd or other, properly accompliihe4 
/or. It will be hard to fay, which diifef^jit 
noblenefs of foul will mpft delight poftericy} 
the Duke'i, in his aftonifliing ncgleft of 
^lory^, which he u&d fuch alrQoft moi'e ^ati 
l^iunan virtues to deferve j or hlP furvivi^g 
^or^ort's generous application, f9r ^on^eqtag 
■to a world ttie WW/ (l mw" the, tffrer 

^ea) of hjs greafuefi j whicl^ hy f<? f^n& 
iroqi the dnijc of mif-cpiDCpptiop, ft* wHl 
xpakehefl^f, ^s it werQ^ the a^tor of it, 

. J FORSOpE.to. fend the /0««itt 6*^01 abhor- 
rence of the «»o//wj, commonly fuppofcd to 
infuence addreffes of that nature^ though I 
am fecure, I think, where known, from all 
fufpicions. that way tendingi Unce f^y re- 
treat from, »oifit .or almoft notice^ and the 
long reciprocal contempt, hyfortuue^ ihewn 
to me, and by me Ihewn xafortmUf fhould 
pevent my being, at this time of day, miAa.- 
tcn for a batterer. To Ciy troth, I was 
loth 
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loth to hazard loaldng Hkt one, having no 
delign, in publilhing this poem, but the 
profpe(^ of a ff^/iouj/ honour, from fuch i. 
hiftory as J wiihod, of fuch an £«§///* con- 
queror. 

In cafe, indeed, I fouiid no likelihood of 
anioiating .fomo more qualififid aflufner» I 
bdieve, Lhad it in tny ivilf, to venture cm 
an cffay of one year only, of the war, my- 
felf (fuppofe it that of Bkftbeim) as the laft, 
and leaft . to be defir'd rneans, whereby to 
make it eyident, at worft, that nothing hra 
been yet performed, that, either in the mat- 
ter ^ or the manner J Ihews the Duke of Marl- 
borough in the thinking, the forefeeing, and 
tha aHive —the Martedian, and the Fabian 
lights, conjoined, wherein he ought to Jhine^ 
to all the readers of his hiftory. 

I KNOW, that fuch a lj>ecimcn, as mine^ 
muft ftill be infinitely Aw defe^ive: But then, 
i^famify would draw, at leaft, this eon- 
clufiott from it,— if, in one year's hiftory only 
fo much injury has been fuftaincd, from the 
old reprefentations, fuch a number of illuf- 
trious a^itms and events ohfatrtd, by a dark 
way pf telling them } fuch a feries of wife 
councils. 
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councils^ both preparatory and preventive, 
all pafs'd over in dead JtUnce^ what endleis 
room muft there remain, for vindicating 
this great man's true character, from all the 
wrongs it fuffers, by the ignorance or want 
of genius, in his writers, during the whole 
hn^i fuccejion of his triumphs ? drawn too, 
by fome happier hand than mine, and aided 
by the many notes ^c family memoirs might 
iiirniih him. 

This being my whole purpofe, (and not 
even this, unlefs ray Fanciad has not the 
good luCk to animate fome abler underta- 
ker) it would give me, (as I faid juft now) 
much pleafure, to be well inftymed, whe- 
ther there are, or are not, Jucb memoirs m 
being. But, whether it is fo, or no, there 
is enough, in the French, Dutcb^ and Ger- 
man hiftories, compared with ours io give a 
man, of any military penetration, all the 
"ends of thofe intanglcd cluesy which want 
but his unwinding and new-rangtng, to lead 
juture ages thro' the la^rintb. 

I COULD not forbear faying this, from the 
occafion your kind paragraph has given me 
for it. — As to your doubt, concerning So- 
crates. 
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crateSj and all the other fubjedits of your 
laft, I will fay nothing, 'till I have the plea- 
fure of a pcrfonal converfation with you, 
but make hafte to fhut up this long letter ~ 
for, by this time, you begin to fear, you ne- 
ver are to have %.Jh(irt one, from, 

Utar Sir, 

Tour moji affeSiionate^ 

^d obedient humble Servant , 

A. Hill. 



To Mr^ Mallet. 

Oa. 9, 1743. 

I Had my thoughts, dear Sir, . bent ear- 
neftly upon you, when the pcnny-poft 
man brought me a new picture of your 
mind, in miniature. 

" Where moral meanings and where ta^e 

'* prefides, . 
" And wit enlivens but what reafon guides ! " 

If you know the author of the generous 

piece, irom which I ftole that couplet, tell 

t him. 
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him, that, in fpite of his averfion ag^nft 
verbal criticlfm. he ought to be reproached, 
when he fo fer indulges the licentioufnefs 
, laid claim to, by the celebrated, as to grow 
too carelefs, in the choice of rhyme, becaufe 
fecure upon the fide of rea/hn. ~ Shone, un- 
known—toil, pile — fly, figh -<■. affert, part. 
— Thefc arc dangerous, examples, in the 
prai9ice of a writer, who was born to be 
imitated; and, if he wtjuld believe plain 
truth, upon fo doubtful an opinion as mine 
is, he may be told, by a much better au- 
thority, why it is expefted from him, that 
he fliould always, 

" To his own fair beginnings ftri^ly true, 
" Think, what the world may claim, and 

" be muft do. 
" The honours, that already gracie his nanne, 
" Have fix'd his choice, anii force- hini into 

" fame." 

God grant now, that he mayn't think, I 
have piddled out this little hecdicffiiefs, 
with purpofc to be even with him, in be- 
half of the poor verhali/is. I hate the 
mothy infignificance of that phrafe-fribbling 
race of infetfts. , Yet, I don't know, whe- 
ther Virbal criticifin might not have been 
changed 
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changed, for fomething better fuited to the 
pyrpoie of a cmfuret which I dare ha pofi- 
tiye» tns nerer meant to recommend 9i C3U%- 
leflhefs in choice ofwordsy (a choicey which 
the moftabk writer of antiquity ^ured us, 
WIS the origin ^ thquence). For, finCe the 
p<i!it pai&ts ^ ^ his it«r</f, he muft fcled 
them htiedAiUy, or not gire a natural iiice-- 
neft to his (»dure. And may not verBt^, in 
the felifb you have applied it tOt miilead a 
f^erJieiaU^j to ^cy. elegance condemned 
for ftiifnefsj and if foj his neia miftake 
would be, that negligence is ea/infft. I know 
your meaning had a nobler tendency : You 
levell'd your juft fatire at the duft-dividing 
peepers iatdpariicies of argument, without 
an eye, that can ftretch wide enough, to 
take in an intire conception, or, that can, 
(as you have beautifully noted of LsrJ Chatt- 
cellor Bacon's) " Place itfelf in a pednt of 
viene, Jb advantageous and elevated, that it 
can, from thence, difcover the wbok country 
round it. 

Le* me defcend" frOm you, to fay a little 
word or two. cifelj : To fink furprizingly, 
may claim the honour to be called ^be 
jige's CharaBer. 

I HAVE 
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. I HAVE, fince my. lafl letter, been- con- 
fined, in.fuch a fick and melancholy family, 
as to remain almofl the only one, not dan- 
geroufiy down, of this autumnal fever. 
That graver care has hindered me, from 
learning any thing, of late, about the men 
of farce, and their revolters : but, 'tis no 
great lofs, that—to be ignorant of what they 
think, and what they do, deferves, perhaps, 
to be conlidered, as exemption from the 
ftings of difcontented knowledge, fuch as 
can awaken only an unquiet and enraged 
reflection. 

What a different kind of fcience would 
that be, which always could beftow the 
pleafure of aflurance, mat our friends are 
well and happy, and that now, if you and 
Mrs Mallet but enjoy your healths, can mi- 
tigate the pains of a whole family of 

Tour fincere, 

jind faithful Servants^ 

A. Hill, &c. 
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7(? Mr. Mallet. 

0£f. 20, 1743. 

HOW was it poflible, dear Sir, that 
you could fancy any meaning, but . 
the plain dne, in my ufe of the word gene- 
rouSf applied to a performance of your own, 
tfiat glows with dcmonftratibn of your title 
to the virtue ! nay, whofe noble purpofe 
was the vindication oSzfriendy attacked un- 
juftly 1 I muft tell you, in revenge of this 
bad ulagc, that if Homer and Shakejpear 
could be brought to queftion any right of 
yours to judge, or aft, concerning them, 
they would make it be woe to you, for 
your ranking in their company, a name, 
they will fcarce hear of yet thefe hundred 
years. 

Yet, let mc not forget to thank you, for 
that paragraph in yours, that gave me new 
occafion, to look back upon your fragment. 
'Tis a ftately, and a lovely building 1 and 
whoever has your leave to live there, will 
have reafon to think proudly of his ha- 
bitation. 

But, 
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But, that Lmdon heartily dererves my 
pity, I ftiould feel no inclination, to con- 
demn your pufftofe, to renown Strand-greerit 
by turning it into a better and more revs* 
rent'd hermtagSy than otie of that name, ia 
the fame neighboufhood^ Indeed, Mrhot is 
there, in a city^ or a cQurt^ tliat men, who 
think like^eiu and Mrs. JV£t//fr, can fuppwt^ 
except in courle cH exercife, to give exertion 
to their patience ? -•-- If the mi^ei choice to 
wake, Me^mene knows wherQ to fifid yOtt ( 
and it ple&Tes me to hear her ^fred ^I'd 
for, againil Winter. ' 

. But I will, not tell you, whether I can 
tnifl my memory, or no, abmit the ^ound- 
work of that piece ; beca^fe the pdfioy-pc^ 
brings larger parcels hither, and I would not 
mifs the plcafure of reviewing it. 

I HAVE onefault te find with your lettbr^ 
b) rpitc of ^1 their beauties,' and their being 
ytmrs-^ for there dwells fome unmarked 
ml fpirit in them, as flow-footed, ahd ai 
efiVioudy difpofe^ is vettgeaMe^, afld keept 
back every letter, that you fend to PiaifiiW^ 
'till at kaft five days beyond its date. — • 
Elfe. 
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clfei this had fooner told you, how impa- 
tiently I long to know, what unexpedcd 
new engagement you are going upon j and 
alfo, that you have, and always ihall have, 
right to look upon, not only my advice, but 
every more eiFedual fervice I am capable of, 
as dues you may command^ as freely as your 
own intentions. 

If it is a matter proper to explain in virrf- 
ting, I hope you know, that />/>«/ j letters 
are depofites, facred, fafe, and filent, in my 
cuHody J and I Ihall have the pleafure of a 
ipeedier , information that way, than the 
other, as it will be yet a week or two, be- 
fore I pafs a day in town, unlefs you name 
one to me j for, in that cafe, I will never 
fail to come, at any time, to any place you 
pitch upon. 

Adieu, and poffcfs every joy and good- 
fortune, ihall I fay, which Mrs. Mallet 
would wifli yotti or ymi Mrs. Mallet ? No — 
let it only be fuch, as is wifhed for you ioth^ 
by, pear Sir, 

Tour viDJi truly affeBionate^ 
jind faithful Servant^ 

.Vol, 11. R . A. Hill. 
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To H. Jernegan, E/q; 

Dtctm. 29, 1744. . 

A Thousand thanks, dear Sir, for your 
kind Wifhcs : I returri'em you a hun- 
dred fold, for you, and every part of you ; 
and every perfon, care, or profpeit, you 
moft love, or wifli moft joy. to ! 

My daughter, in a flip, that brought mc 
youK, delirefs 1 .*0uld lay as much for her ; 
biii fhe ihall thank ytxx. for herfelf, when 
ihe fees Hjiffel-^revi, in perfbn, \?hich, I 
■fcnoTi-, /he Airiks of With much pleafiire, 
as fobn as ihe gtts rid (^ a fwell'd check, 
■'tiil which time, I fupp6fe, ilre fe*nttht 
■face to look at hon^orr.- -. 

As for my own part, I ani to be in town 
The iccond' day of the ne^ year, and will 
"not fail to wait on you; in fome hoiirof itj 
"but for the vjenifon, Aat you are fo good 
<to wifti me i partdtef of, I can't endure 
to think of Chri/imai bauncha eVer fincc 
one went unfiafmahlyy fomc years ago, and 
found ^iBion at a dear friend's houfe of 
mine, who never ought to meet with any 
thing buthappinefs. May 
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May your prefent haunch be faddencd by 
no fenfe of griefar pain, — but entertain a 
thorough bleftj and joyful table ! — May it 
come as fweet as a new lover's firft impref- 
lions 1 or, if itmuft be changed,. Ut it but be 
a Utile I unlefs I had an Oij//s power to fix 
die manner, it ihould be transformed in. I 
would, in that cafe, mend yoijr entertain- 
ment by it, though it difappointed a good 
dinner. For the lady's hand, thit is to 
carve it, ihould not fail to find it ftuflfed with 
diamonds, all as large, as the ' poffeffor's 
heart, and all as brilliant^ is hiS'&ncy for 
die fetting them. I am, dear Sir, with all 
the zeal pf truth and fricndihip, 

7Qur piofi faitbfuly 

j^d ohedient Servant, 

A Hill. 
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To Mr. Gakrick. -: 

June 30, 1 746V 

SIR,- ■ ~ -. . -. 

YOUR letter faid of Mr. Jobnfon, with, 
a more fignificant propriety, than yoa 
intended the cxprcflion for, that he, i>ut jufi 
ajfear'd and ^amjh'd. He had literally 
yanifh'd, when you fiud fo : and the vifit, 
which he.made^otf, was the lafi he made 
in life. He told his family, that to hitn- 
' fclf he had, feem'd dead enough, in Hamlef& 
Ghqft, %o be the very thing, he adted. A- 
mong your _many juft admirers, you .had- 
never any, more finccrely fuch, than that 
poor, honeft, friendly, plain, good meaner. 
He w^s in the higheft rapture, when he 
heard' of yoiir return ; biit (like a very 
raortalashe wa§) had form'd long profpedls 
of delight, he was to have the ihorteft 
ih^-e in. . 

This melancholy accident, imprefs'd 
ftiH deeper, by the dangerous effetft it has 
upon his widow, whom they brought down 
hither, in a wHdnefs, bordering on SflraSiion, 
has for fomc fiiort time, poftpon'd a plea- 
fure 
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iVirc, I ihould elfc have pref&'d with great 
impatience.- 

• In the interim, as I am loth to have the 
new plays, that I hinted my defign about, 
pafs for fuch Tragedies, as arc too com- 
monly, fo call'd ; I fend you the firji aB of 
one, together with the reajon, why I chufe 



Tho' I have, too fcldom, liad the plea- 
fure to be prefent, when you aAcd, I am 
far from being unacquainted with your 
|iower in acting : For (befides that I muft 
, have been" very dull, hot to have felt it 
right from what Ifaw mylelf) I have, fo 
often, heard jqm critically confidcr'd, a- 
"■mong.7'fi«^« of bcft tajle and rank, that I 
(hence know, upon a certainty, 'why C^^- 
SAR in the Roman revolution, is the pro- 
percft part, that .any friend .of your i could 
pitch' upon, to do the only juftice to your 
genius, which has yet been not fufficiently 
'deiliadded from the public: while it is 
an oft'^ebated doiibt in company, whether 
Mr. IGarrick, excelling in other walks, 
is not himfelf excell'd by one, in that par- 
"ticular " point, call'd weight. They mean 
R 3 hy 
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tural eafiy without the fmaUcft//^*^,of 
it ; and which depends, as I conceive it, on 
a kind of aervoas fenrfibilityp in fi^ aad kok, 
that by roufing a prepar'd atUnticaj giv«s 
.^e<3: to emfJjofis and Mcent, ffiuch faeyoiu] 
the common Jujine/s, w^ere od nwre is re- 
jquifite, than faultlefs-prpituiiciation. Where- 
as what is here meant by -weighty in a(3Dr'« 
fpeafcing, is their weigh'd fignificance, of 
an impreflivt utteraBct;, . majeilicjlly pans'd 
ibr, and £)re'-prgaiis'd^ by the oiciiitaju^ 
^r+.and previous-painting, attifiudes, pccib- 
iiar to- the. grprideur of ilrongieotim«iti 
iuch, for ■exanyle, as fhould- mark, .the 
digoi^, in folemn chfratSsrs, -like Cato's, 
Maey call it the declamatory manner :.BuF 
that does not reach ^ image : I, hav.e 
^ven you my conception of it,, in thiM'^ 
tlc exphmation. 

CMSAR had mor^ than alt thp, wf i^it 
.of GWtf, without Cato's gJcomtnefs', thcrlaft, 
in both his Hifiory and "tragedy^ has alw^y$ 
feem'd, to me, to cloud the ntajefty, that 
dignified his minJ^ with too much- pf Ac 
Jvlknneft, that fowcr'd his hatnsw. Oefar 
unrefcrv'd, and^ open, drew his grofiJeur-f 
from 
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from his hearty whence therefore, it fiow'd, 
mix'd with ^r/y. Cato. move, clofe and dif- 
fident, dcriv'd bis greatnefsy but from pre- 
cept ; therefor?, o^rcaft it viiHifeverity: 

In this diftinOion of idea, when you 
weigh, vthaxCafar fays, you will difcern, 
fo perfe^y, the moaner, he fliould fay it 
in, that 1 am fure, there is no charafter, 
whereby an aifar can gain more or longer 
thunders of applimje, than you could draw 
from Cafar^3 fentiments. In ihort it is 
the onlyawft, ai which great numbers fuf- 
pefl:, you have a rival j and it will be, 
therefore, nobly worth your while, to raife 
your fame, above iall competition, this way 
alfo. 

X HAVE been told, that you diflike the 
.Rrnan ihapes: but hardly credit the re- 
ftoftj becaufe I know, that th^fe efped- 
ally, which have robat added, and don't 
lace behind, but open at the breaft, like 
our ^ge Greek and Perfian dreffes will 
add grace beyond expreffion ; and much 
height and fuhafi to your -figure — which 
in modern doaths muft, certainly, look 
Ihorteft i and yet never did, nor can you 
R 4 want 
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wantfiifficicnt Mature, on the Ti^a^r/, where 
you are nuajur'd not by incbei^ but 1^ 
beauties \ and are ufed to fill men's ejcs 
too copiouily, to leave 'em room to fee, 
or dream of fuch unreal and fuppos'd de^ 
ficiency." - * ' 

Upon the whole, yoi* .cannot but have 
taken notice, that an audience never, fails 
.to give the hudtji and moft general ap- 
plaufe, to popular " or generous fentitnentiy 
where-cver pointedly exprefs'd and grac'd 
in the delivery by a judging a6ior. There 
are more than, thirty places, in this An- 
gle a£t where out of fuch a mouth, as yours, 
I will ipfurc that (^onfequcnce, or ever more 
renounce all judgment of a Theatre; and 
in the fame proportion, at leaft, in the 
.four ^&s /oltowing,' for each iepetately : 
I need not note the places; — -^-^ you 
will eafily difcern 'em, in yonr firft per- 
- ufal. 

If therefcM'e, when by this firft afi, you 
have confidcred Cafar's charader, you find 
yourfelf difpos'd to make it fliinc, by your 
appearance in it, only pkafe to name a day, 
when you will be fo good to take a coun- 
try 
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try dinner with me, by a line to mc, at Plai- 
fism. in E^«, by the. penny poft (two days 
beforehand, becanfe/ often, they are too 
irregular in their' ddivcry of letters) and 
we tht^n, will read the other ad;s together, 
or decline to do lb, if you do nut chink of 
a(^ng it, and entertain ourfelves on other 
.fubje£ts, fuited to the pleafure, which youf 
company \% fure to bring to. 



Thurm^ obedient 
I^mhle Servant J 

A. Hill. 



■ To Jl^. Mallet. 

' >b IS. 1745- 

IMUST begin, dear Sir, with a con^ 
gratulation of your fafe arrival l^re^ for 
till I had: the -favour of your letter I fuppos'd 
you ftill in Holland^ and compleating your 
preparatory choice of books, with view to 
ihatgreatworfc, you have undertaken.', 
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As to the news, you tell me "of your 
Gout, 'tis ftranger, and lefs credible, than 
that an Englijh army runs away, before a 
French one ! I am even under'-a compulfion 
to fufpc<9:, you but miftbok Came mufcular 
inflation, from obftrufted 'pores; for a 
direafe,you are too "temperate, andaftivc to 
pretend good title to : But if you really are 
and have been poffefs'd, by fuch a devil, as 
the Gout, God give you power to caft him 
out, and throw him into the fingers of 
Voltaire. What a puny fpume of fro- 
thinefs has he fermented his poor mite of 
meaning into ! The lowcft depth of our 
liite friend's profund, wants many a thou- 
fand fathom, to this very bottom of all 
bottoms, which the Frenchman's Fontenty^^ 
has plumb' d him - into. Oqe- might pro- 
nounce him iallen below contempt, but 
that'be aitns to heave, in his reptility ; and 
has diffus'd, on others, fuch a barren wafte 
of praife, as may infure himfelf extent 0f 
infiimy. He had better tWe, than his 
Ijmii to the co;np1iment, he lends his 
mafier. 

Jlfradigue Pi^kg^^ Sff ne le rsfoii f^s. - 

Yet 



dt, Google 



0*1 9 iNAi LjtTr««s. i$s 

Yet, in truth, and fobcr pity, how be- 
nighted is our femCj in Flanders ! and how 
comfortlefs h^d that rcflcdiion been, but 
'riiat fuch darknefs ftiews your i)f w -Aar, 
Lord George, in a redouljled brtlliapcy. I 
have been doubly charm'd tob, by the 
glory,, he hasf gained, fo'feafonablj; for -I 
jdm'd^oar fenfe of 'his beliaviour with my 
own» and ■ ftafted, with new tafte, and 
appetite. , , " ;' 

X LON& CO faftvc the l^aHire, whichyou are 
-io good afi to offer me.; but da^e not tempt 
you to this diltancc, fixnn ypur Ltfi^i, at. ft 
time, when abfence might be fiU'd wth 
apprehefffions^ painful ^lo- you hotb; and 
tfierefofe (*s I often am in town) will take 
-my thance, and hope ta 'find you," at your 
lodgings, 'whence we may'ftep oirt Xt any 
fdace, in your own netghbourhood. Ati 
our enited prayers, refpcfts, and fccfl: good 
wiflies, ibr your Lady's happy moment, arc 
fo much her due, and yours, that it was 
nccdlefs to liibjoin 'em frbra, 

f)tffrBirt ■ 

Toon mdft afeffionatel^', . 

A. Hill. 
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. 7o Mr. Mailbt. 

July 22, 1746. 
Dear Sir, 

AS I am daily, lending. my good wifhce 
after you, I fhould be very forry, if 
they loft their way, or fell £hort, like my 
betters ; my laft had an importance, that 
defcrv'd more hafte ; for it inclos'd your 
own fine Canto ; had that firft been £ife, 
'it might have Jqft itfdf morciciviUy, like. 
^t&rai^b-^riiig^i^i.that fink$ quite emp^ 
,ty, a&cT {cv^ng■dowa the fafeng&s. 

If. I now write at you (as Dean Swtfi 
fays, %«« ^^VmHiiftry :wereforc'd to 
do, at my Lord Peterborough) ■_ thank yaur- 
felf who gave me no clue, to you.j Howes- 
vcr, this will find its ;way. There are fome> 
whom a Tunbridge woud 'nt jft/al?, tho, it 
.were elbow' d out ^ as far isCdnterbufy. 

The new acquaintance, you are making 
with the rocks, and the treei, are fo much 
better company, than the bcft Ball-rooms^ 
that on fu|^oiition you take whole felf with 
you, when you go to vifit 'em, I will main- 
tain 
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tarn, in honour o£ their converfe^ they {hall 
•ut chann OvstTs eccho : and Unce you 
tell me, you arc the better for thofo conft-i 
rences, not in Joul alone but ieify^ it muft 
be the reaibnablefi inference in the world, 
that one, who loves, and adorns ioiS, Is your 
partaker in 'cm. 

As to the hour, you fpent with the rough' 
Greenlandery I could have wilh'd to know> 
in downright terms, whether your- She- 
Bear was a La<fy } - — I am afraid, flie was 
but hear J in metaphor : fincc it had been 
too horrid a difgrace, to EngUJh &eaux, (and 
in the midi^ Of rivar, too ! ) had any ylftf-beafl:, 
but ^ fajhionable ow, kept-fuch ^A^ men, 
at diftance. "Hence^ upon the foot of that 
clear reafoii, a nian has for running from 
a monfter^ I perceive your honeft ^aker 
was no cor^wer ; he muft have known elfe 
how fmall heed the Hoydens had of his good 
counfelj for no man, to whom they (how 
theroielves, unlefs he is himfelf a hear^ but 
falls back, and, in good eameft, muft pre- 
ferve due diftance. 

■ It is (to me) fuffident fatisfaiaion, Mrs. 
Mallet hw found benefit hy.Tunbridge wa- 
ters, but the genius of the Well would wifti 
her 
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her gtattfult .«id::eacped lur to^i^pcsr. in 
honooc of ths place, till Tukirijge watEra 
in recuTD, may owe like' benefit, to Mrs. 

Maiiet. ...'■- 



- -'Tw^s an obliging wifif you &nt nw 
»■-■—■ All the real pleafures of retirement ! — 
That aftual happinefs I ' once was on the 
very ijergt of} in the neighbourhood of the 
rwfib 4nd7«f J, you .corrpfponti with. Th«a 
wat ' a j^e call'd . Eri^e-fark^ belonging 
tp .the L^rd A^rgaveBny^ an<l an opent 
(4d 4ppropHl£Lt^,yV^> of the n^e of fVa- 
tfr^iawa, that butted on the park enclofore i 
T'hcTl^ Was alfo tie^r it theo> a faoufe call'd 
En^ge-bouff, The,fark was an aflcmbltge 
of all nature's b^^utifs ' ■■■■' ■■ hills, vales* 
brooks, lawns, groves, thicker, rock^ and 
waterf^ISi all w^dly noble, and irregularly 
unliable. It was bordering on a little viL 
iage, call'd Font Green^ within a quarter 
oi ^aixXcy ivam'TunhrUge-Wells, ■ The vil-r 
lage had a little/nn (its fign I think the£a/Q 
where if you walk that way, it would be 
ibmething like amufement, to you, to feek 
information, whether the late Lord's death 
left things as they were ufi'd to be ? — — 
.Whether Eri4g4'b^Je is let into a Romp 
JReview 
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/?nirrur>-n}Mn,^ias, an aifeo^y ? (Itmcold 
'tvras fo intended) whether ^ff/*ri/(HeA yiv 
re/ U ftitl &fte&, or let out ? And how mtiCh? 
»— If it is ? and » what Tenants ? Twould 
^ve me pleafure to know all the aniwers, 
they vrill furnish yon to aW ihefe quoftioni, 
in ibme charming little outftart, for dif- 
covery (^ a negle^ed thing, cal^'d nature. 
It was my warmeft purpbib at the time, I 
fpeak of, (then «Mre Qualified by y^r/ww, 
aiiA Itfs qin^i&ed in way of balance^ l^ 
the want of about 30 years experience, in 
ftill growing approbation of your country — 
tafte for happitiefs) to have got a leafe of 
that fweet^ ^ark, Ind ha^ cotifider'd It, as 
my miad's fi^d for exerciie, and the Tur- 
roundxng ioreft was tO' be my My's. I 
had Join'd to avarice c^profitj on ambition, 
nobler than French Louis's : I would have 
tam'd the native wildnefs of an aboriginal 
remnant vcftige, of the world's old fur- 
face, and hftve feeri the birth, and educa- 
tion of a mighty vegetable progeny, ari- 
iing,tt>ddefld and honour me. 

It was fo cheap a little 'werld (I mean 

lAmforeftj that its Lord hM (then) let one 

«houfimd lu^t hundered acres c^it,. for (o 

poor 
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poor a conl^deration, as t^n pounds a year i 
and yet the dunghill-diamond finder came, 
and heg'd to be releas'd from his &ard bar- 
gain, fqr (having taken it for a warren) he 
complain'd the land lay open, and that 
all his hopes, at once, were run away from 
him, and gone to make new burrotvt^ where . 
the devil t he fatd, cOuld never catch 'em. 
This poor coney merchants caSt . was, putgrtis 
can^nere parutSy not unlike be^ prefent 
(I ihould rather hy lot*) SpanisitMa-: 
jesty/s. 

Thus things ftood there, fb . Ifflig ago ; 
^hat tiine has done fince then, I know not } 
If it has chang'd that fpot, as it has chang'd 
tafte* drefs^ and manners,, in the nattcMi, 
it makes part of i - — it may, now, for 
ou^ht I know, ht all degraded into running 
berfe-courfes and cricket-^artirs. _ 

The 'Spaniard i death fhould be produc- 
tive of a confeqtient dtfeafe to Frmcb am- 
bition. But, to fay the truth, I doubt, he is 
no deader now, than on the eve of his laft 
wedding : Many make no fcruple to report, 
that, at that very time, his evil genim caught 
him by the car, and whifpcr'd him -— 'Dtoit 
fool 
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fwlt ibis night thy fiul JbaU be required oj 
thee. 

I HAVE made my letter long enough, 
to ftand, 'in heed of a white Cover, ^ whi(;h 
was. very ill coijtriv'di no blanks (except 
Blank Lottery Tickets) teing . worth the 
poftage ; and ho Frankers found at hum- ' 
\At Plaifityw. I ihould -therefore frugal- 
ly have ftopt iliort fooher, dear Sir, and, 
have told you, that I am, ' 

. , '.Tour mftajfeSiionatet. 

:.- J 'Jndmaji obUdiiht -"■ ' ■' 

Hjtmhk Servant t 

' -i ,/.r.sr.-"- A.,HltU 
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To Mr. Mallet. 

^' - '■■'[_■['_ . ^ ^■^- Sept. S, 1^46. 
^4 Tr 0ice, dear Sir', t Uiaiik yqu for two 
X^k faVoufs i fof the good, news, in your, 
^fjfj of your rbmrn ia^tiaiih to Strand- 
green j and for ihat polite reproach yo)Jt 
ip^EC me, in yoOr laft, fo full of genius' aftd 
gOod-natufe. ' '' ' . ■ * , 

Bv its date,. I ihould have had it two 
days fooner, than it readied" me } if it had 
not, by fome ciipr of tbw 'W«0enger's, been 
put mto the general^ inftead of the pemvf-foft 
office. V . ' 

As iot the religion of reafottf cotkAmAa it 
none of mine, if it allows me to forget a 
friend, or treat him with referve enough to 
hide a purpofc from him. The true mo- 
tive, of my waiting your return from Ksnty 
before I begg'd a place for this finall piece, 
among your many better, was, from appre- 
hcnfion,' that a former letter, I had writ at 
hazard, had not fouhd you then at Tun- 
tridgt. 

I SHALL 
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:. I sifALi. fhortly &nd yftwidnfWpQetAr <^h' 

tteckl]:y. t^efkl Jt-k, tbercfbrtji-Writteii^'ifV 
^ old rj^xnr road} -which thcof h^ by y6Uti^ 
you feeni to bsox Jeferfeii'£na\\y^ jet, itafcd 
my word, you will rcfume your firft-attadi^ 
ment, and but quit it, now and then, in a 
Btbti falljr, to titkrn wkh-.jm increafifof 
IpcUnation. !: So, at ieafl, !(htt he, vlid bV 
Wtfih-grcit regard^ / mj/ l-r . ; 

■';■■■■;;■ "\iD«r&o ".■::^.!'^!.';'\" ''■^j■ 
r , ■ ■' : " -'^ ';■■' ■;A.'Hiti:' 



■" "■ ■ .' " 0^. ^. tj^^i^, 

' ' MadAm, . ■ ■ 

AS' the hoAbuf of a letter irorn ybu,'givcs 
mic roonri tb' hope, y6ur health fecel-, 
ved fome benefit from your late Tunbridge 
journey, fuch a pleafiire called iat my more 
iwift acknowledgment ; and I but waited, 
.. : i - . S a 'ull 
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'till I could inclofc this little (not yet pub- 
lH^e,<^ .{Hece,- Inpromlidfed Mt.'MaUet^viho 
isjioMTyi hope, returned with aH'.theuiadr-^ 
^Gaoxii v^ifji^e wbnt in fearcK- of, to that. 
greater 'ftA^nnrtjuAIy valued one, which; 
Ic.wOi fure^^'he never leaixs^ mithoat r&r 

UiaanCC. -': : ■, . v t;. -,., . - .;. : 

I.May yourAr/ifegrow old». in' ta^e ofthia 
felioi^i at honuU Tt is ic&'di&tive place of 
growth, and you will moft'Cxtenfively- en- 
joy the world in one another. , I think, you 
have been twice a mother ^ fincc' I faw you : 
God blefs yoi?if:pfetty careftj'-aud while they 
bufy and divide your paffions, may your fcara 
ferve only <£o 'give 'quiekeriSng to your tran- 
fports' Mr- Mallet never told me whether. 
Boys or girls ~ or, whether equally divided, 
-as I hopcthey were, and think they ought 
to be. There is a pleafure^ in. our knowing 
every little cS-cumftance, that gives joy, 
y hcf e we,wi^ it j and no happinefs, in Mr. 
MaUei't family can ever be indiffererit to 
mine^ where a/Zjoin with me heartily, when 
I declare myfelf, with great refped, 
. Madamy 

' ; Tour mo(i obedient biimbk Seriant, 

A. Hill. 
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■'"■' ■ "' ■'■'-'■'■ ■ ■■ bB. i'i,if4Bi 

' My L6iti>i' ---■• 

I-K.Now,if is-a cuftom'itff aflt-^>i>? to cledi- 
'^rate .ttufchufemuch father to afk par^ 
donX-lbromitt&ig^it; and can'tiKdp'hopJng,' 
that the Earl (f Cbefierjield^%_ opinion of that 
f faSice in^ Hie'feen, in' Shakefpear'St "oh a 
diiferent'occiGoh,- ; ' -■'■■■ -"vi 

-r/,.. — -^Tfi^is ycuftom,'' •■ i " "^'! 

More honourifigi by the ifreatb, than 'the 

olffet^hce.. '■ '■ 

^j.'At wotfti' If nay refpeil -Has err'd,'. in 
pjiaint of ccremOTy, I have robm to hope'tlw 
hoooor (of indulgence fotf it,;from a peno' 
^ration, that difderns men's motives, and will 
kno^ nuhe too iincere, tdb):~c6n&ier(fd,-as 
a feulty on?. 

Indeed, my Lord, however dear the- 
blcfling we admire, .in liberty^ there would 
be little in it worth a frank heart's wishing 
for, if that, oifpe'aking every honeft trufb^ 
w,c thinkj :?tc.x^ fubjed to rcftraint by li- 
cences. Let the wicked, or the narrow- 
S 3 . hearted, 

♦ ■ UK, l,;<»i:, Google 



hearted, borrow cover^ from thcfe caudona- 
ry decencies. In their cafe, I^copfefs them 
felutary' atRy-pfoteiftive- 'retjuifite^.' But, 
^I3^£^> .^'9¥it4 ^y> ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ mankind, 
approve no forms of fetters, ai\d vn^ld Men 

irrr'; . <.-■■ "'m^ /' ■■ ' . '^'5'v'-\-: . .-: ri 

my duty, to have faid this.^g^ f^.piffiy;!^ 
perlbn, and had waited on you, with the 
printed piece, had^I ^^ £oun4jn^rfelf pre- 

to your Excellency's hand, b^- j^ji^ i^^w dif- 
tancc from the town, for fuch an end as I 
havp nfffct' thoughf o^ inioe tl heard it MtA^ 
wlthout'a fikot prayer to -tkat .good an^ 
vribom Clod uf^ tQ fend, «d iftir :up virtue hi 
BiaftJ" W4ferJA-\-r:foi I-ftioukL.be.vQfy foruy; 
there were aflyman aHve^.whawiib'iJyDUii 
health more ardently, than doesj ; ..n :- 

Ji^ Lord,. , , - 

?*«'■ Excsikncfs':- 

Mofire^t^ful, 

Jbtd 4ifintef^td Ser-oan*, 

,. . . A. Hll-L, 
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SIR, 



pfl. 13,1746. 



IAk-extritniel^'^ad to hear of your «-' 
; tam to lotwt aid hope, 'tis to the Tte^ 
atf^y v/hert n& man's merk,- fie 1^ What 1c 
msBfy will faavc'the power to- ibake^r re*^ 
ptauioa. 

\ /■ : . ; :. ' '' '■ : .-.'.t 

: Tmlt lett«r,:iii-|lie jiioirtifr,iaa&la«l 
been malicioufly -deligned agfliaft.libtfa you 
and Mr. ^n j but it was judged impoli- 
tickly,. as tr^B :as cruelly, -and. ; would 
)ij»i« better anfvncod the intent, id fr^fiji sX 
tbl« mv genilieniaB, without ungcnetPBS 
nflMatione to the injury of others. I tin 
fe4i;.ali.iBalice,inaU&apes s a'>v^W/<reriK 
tieViw ought vt/nt to. tjmd^ even terher*; it» 
lut^ilfrmtt th'i.j^rfefii becaiire all >>^ 
ceoliire will bfiiqtin'ded upengjjnccd^r«/ife/; 
arid, leydl'd at tbb-^fft^ of tbo£e, by whom 
itslpiUptJfc isnioft »pt: to bt!.«»#<iii«r. Bid 
ii^,cfiiuifin ia^ letter, i« jb:;^iMtf-<f^^ 
tfiilA', a»,itftiik<s aiide, to wownd obliquely. 
l^or is it Ju/l at all, in its citation out of 
SbakeJ^ar. The modefty of fearful .^/y 
S4 was 
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was extremely ill applied, confidering it re- 
gards zfoldier^ where a blunt, bold, martial 
^iritis requiredjin oiUerJ'^s'-O/M/o fays, 
to his delivering a round utrvamijbed tale. 
That round delfvcry being plainly confiftent 
^ith an humble and infinuative fearmlmefs, 
however pleafod; ^e writ?!- of that:Utter 
' fcems to be, yidi ,the wrpog manoeri; ijfe 
imputes to Mr. Sarry^ v^Mffnj. J have never, 
fcoi; for die Jaft time -I si^Jn any Thea- 
tre, was, when I faw you in Mac6et&t and 
that is now almoU three years ago ; and, I 
betievc,^ the- next will hardljnta: before'^w 
call-me llfidusr. ; ;.;: ' ' .n : ■ 

* In 'th^ Bext.-eifition, 'I /hall print *ybaY 
name, and Mrr%i»'s, d)ough few, ll^pe, 
can, (as the paffage now-iis)' mif-coriceiVe 
my meaning, in that Jittlfe' piece ofjiiiftice 
done you Aott, in one place of thtf dedtcatim 
to ray -i*-/ rf-ASing; But dib Poem ha- 
ving, for fwne weeks, beeif ^1-intbd crfF/and 
lying bye ;for a fit feafon^and Mt.- Barry 
coming on, and finding fuch reception in-the 
interim, ^e miftake is edy, diat I had thi« 
gentleman in view, in rfiat place, and fo pre- 
sumed a radier and more haAy Umitation en 
- ■• . - -: 'the 
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the public judgment, than fo ihort a trial (in 
one part) could juilify. 

In what you mention of delivering up 
yiur^trt^, -I-'Jlope, you do not hint ^pur 
not appearing this next winter. 'Artdv if 
yofl ^£7appBa>5 1 hipe» theretwill^te^myooc?^ 
fion for 4idiyiUhg^bai$k''4h»'#7^-y%ib4i^vJ, 
but thafyouTathor «4il iMDfihc{^ e*tt;1fej 
One;more W ie:'b6WSilfd, to"trfi-iS<! 
frankly, : -whether you' '6*jjda no op^^joftu- 
Bity, atlsaft; fi» bnaWi'thSlil; -t and- 6* aft 
fored,'<liat>4v»y Wordj'Jioil write tehte'ta 
confiaeiiie;:*iH be B'fisyit, as ysQsmiwi 
untold emefftiwif; ^-fsi: I-'im, with' cgiofl 
finctrity,- -r;-;: ■ ": "M !''v : ' :::. .!.u.v^:; 

■ ■ Sir, \.,:,: J:^ : : ;V''',^;-;, 

Tiur m/ iljmile SeniSUf,' '• ' 

A, Hiu, 



r. 
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To Mr. Garrick. 

SXR, ..- , :,,. - .-■.., -.■.," 

JXnCftmeipto/m^Eitbqa^^Uffier'iiy letter 
:l^d><bce|i j^ttf ^nviiy. to tcU yt»k> (tf ]r»tf 
purpose wy ikM> ihi» &ifmi.' -ipix^fam^ 
g^el/^iz^ I i;esU)t tfeinfe jt. >fiU:b« jfor yowj 

3JKige'*»Jf;-*'«^^J:irfiitiaH «$Vcit>iarFJ e^ thfl 

ifcutPWDg.flWiV^^i.V*''^ ^ of*nyftrviceto 
}BiH^.y(jUi need but fifiid me tk/t part inter-* 
leaved} and I will hint fome opportofiiti^s of • 
fliining in it, that, I dare be fure, have hi- 
therto efcaped the notice of aH actors, in 
that cl^arai^er. Poa't think this notion an 
effed of vanity. A poet muft heft under- 
hand '& poet,-- and efpecially, if he has any 
knowledge from experience, in the prance 
of theatrical a^on. A genius, fuch as 
yours, will take in and improve all helps, 
that can be offered you. I am. 

Sir, 

Tour v&y bumble Servant, 

A. Hi LI.. 

. L,.i-rt ,Coqylc 
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'■..Psiii-S^l!,,,.., ;.. r.3/i ■ ■ ■■■: 

,T Fi|(n ,u>}iftlfol4igoifl4-,«;lii(ri)jed, g^v 
■J,..y(>nd Mtpreffiofl, T«fit^...3C!'»f ,<b'ni:,'?l4 
/{(«)frti CItirip.. .^^ is]4>li-,o( )(axitd,.as4 

tjiw iteji.. wppopoUji^i ^aj5, .thpughj^, -»o4 

to fancy! take pofleflion eSithe jSsejij mi 
dwell, like birdlime, on the memory ! — We 
«r« »ci}^»i!««d , with, tpd; feek snd^kdow, 
Mn tlw. fMfppltateft iaAijacy^iejigh xmi^ 

«b4 />liKti, tiiBiug^oM dii(t>eii}gifiie craMioai! 
'T^Wc agroti HdA eveeyi^fi:i£n&i^ retoadc 
to) one amitis]i;i tfaatwC''elii.'fiQd do di^wv 
<Tfmce :at aU; i;t1ibe Imprefi&mjof things, iiei- 
all^do[u:,add''paA, andjrccfdieded by us>^ 
..and the things we read af^' in: this ijrteiiesi- 
tv^l w>rldi viwh you hav» 'naturalizbdius 
into. :■:,;;.. ;;;;!■. ■ ' -id 

.:.'■ Aa fqritijr daughters,. lluy| axatbaor 
felves to downright anger (which I £ndtoo 
hftneft fl«d too amiable j toe blame- diam' for 
il«iiil$uie)-w]>sft they heu i fiiifid now 
and 

- Ciqtllodt.GOOglC 
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and then, of tbeic-unlift^ning:- fex, {peak 
eooly or ignobly, concerning fuch a treaiure, 
as thejf rightly-feitH- thefc volumes. They 
fay, that women of the moJiJJ!r/hti 'are ciir- 
feS mth'fo defeWaMe and Wihlftif ^'waii 
tif-fuch prott^ye-pilatagc,-'that tjiey fhbiA 
be^rcftraiiicd 'fVAm^^'carrying ahy Jetvefs'iti 
theS'ears, but' Pei»iela, oh'c^cltd^ana .C/^i 
W^,=bn' :ihe ■otlfeh"-ana"^i*ii li^ ih'dtie 
rrriii^^/'^C-dJaRidfid dead ^f^ttS-tfiey art 
ft> fond of, t6i"-J*Ward ^kB^^^krdian; wbofo 
idndljftfteers-'thdm;:' ' ■^ '-'-■'■^ i : -r, .: c 

cV-AwoTHEK' ■6f"-theii--iobferva(K>ns--I ISft 
^afd^ with jsi-ibM low anij' akMoft geSlWl 
4e^ff»'t(#wJ«ehA,oui',:"£;:giy<S»roirnch flkffil 
S»ii«eA'0f:iii#f3esti«h^ei:.jwftie-'it onl^ttft 
^pplyr UieffTiibandiklaus <ie&ft m? ietter-^ri^ 
■fti^') — - aidefafl^.theyiar« iitwrery flage-of 
4^,'fo ftequendy^expofedHbyv to the fcorn 
■c^ithofe th(^jJibQildefice.ta:{]lcai]e,.that cveo 
aAx^it ^W^':ibb^ ^puih on ;-th(ur. attention, 
r'dlb&Qin/wftfuiiKiihariniii^pattejras} as/ov 
have beftowed upon them, they have leacnt 
to write, as if they thought, and lent their 
4mi«dyanrwpraUQcei'Qi;diffd£rf hspower in. 

-.iv/Wkat vaBout kinds of (^igati(^ have 
yon hot conferred upon sn&} '-^ i -^re-al^ 
. '-. moft 

L:,„i,z.dt,GoOglc 



ilioft hope, I tl^v* ha*''*?' |fea6e*iefs xif 
vaai^ : aftd" eveti itlwt Ikdt foo mach^^ 
fttite me' to 'repent of; ■ For- 1 iWVtt tij'tff 
yoti,'WittB}i» new prodf ^cf Whai I hared- 
thoufandliiiie* afierted, "that- yoii are ""x ipe*' 
ifies'in youffirigle felfj U¥it''hever hadTTior 
Ufill iiaVei e^^ j -fucli ^''giiiV^ing- fldH yOti 
fea-ve, ■ to- call-out ' life/and ■ ptiflt " thi ■' fea- 
tMffiis cf*iMfoBf, fo fi«akinglji' ! "ta coii^' 
^re>ajt,"&to 44ie compttfe of io fmall ' a'Cir- 
ele, ifqoh.'JkiBumetiable'?^)ddmcn8 -of-eVwy 
tattnoaPi-^vdryyaSioh ! — ~ 'All ■ the.'^pr©i 
&nadvdclirpba^sofitstur&! ' '■ 

Instead of viewing you engroffed by a 
^rnaEctaund bf the ' fflmt- bu&ieffi, ^ one 
woi^d- thirifc_ you- had becn^ vdriiyihg the 
fkorf dflfie wandering- ^f^j^ahd gatWifig 
■all the' 'firuift of feventeen a&ive ages, iri all- 
eUinate6,:ftndthrbugh/all diver^des of con- 
veriJxtion. :£uiCyouhavepflculiarryyflname- 
lefs ftrength, in locally imprefriye imagejy, 
that goes beyond whatever was conceived, 
by a poetic fendy ! A certain happy force, 
of ftartingliiet,from.vfoiine quick tranfient 
glance, that opens its whole likcnefs, at a 
Qaih, and'ftamps it, with a not to be refifted 
permanency. Your moral hints are fudden, 
like (hort lightning ; and they flyi^^ vrkh 
i\ thi 
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Af ftisf-:^!!^ %(ii flibalqr I -.-- You fowi 

]xiievf^BCe U) (lYflfy fijjl jreu j ISnwl. o»*r.i. 

Igt.lt^ritlfr t^L (t,pf,(^^don!4 i»t*«ift ! — 

afeJ-;tI only, kfiq^j; I. feelit;** and I ooui^ 
^otni?:, >i6fl/, ;rig!Klji ,.if J thai^t, I- (JpUld- 
teadi wprdsitg (fe Jt^jaftigfeH— Xhe fabteeb 
Ggy (9(Jy'ti)riHd-ii«n into Nwft»» .yew 
(^ly)[tani.Wl$wto ffiefti..iAnd.co«li)i 
tJ»rebeA,vil(iji ^rtttuh, in imttutoi. asift 
lute ipy deareft Mr.: ig " . u w ^-yopypwM 
transform his foarjfnHnCi.if hdi^batntit 
ten pages of your writings. 

.;.X D.O«':r iknow wlicthet I bnraL-toid yai^ 
th¥ I had the Xfnivirfol Gi^aj^ipin, tm 
gefhef 'with.tii9,other volam& ^Botfa iball 
Sgd their w»yi 2Mar fixm ; but I ffactll neviir 
fiend die ;wa^ to: {how aiyfetifid&^^aglyis 
l-wi& 1)0, do, your gfatofulleft^dnoft^chttm^ 
■ pdvobliged^^nd .- ! .'■ ■■•'^ .r!:;-. 

.-■-.'; .r- i . Hkmik Sefotia, 

!■.-, :■':,■ ■•;■■.■. ■:*( HlUi 
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Y Really thought, dear Sir, that Hfeith^' 
X my affefldon, .admiration, or . waypi, 
grateful ienic of your 'irtimitable "vii^ucs, 
foiboth Head and heart) cdt^dTiaVeidmit- 
ted an increaft;.'' Biit he.wlll always be de- 
ceived, Who .minks lie "compf eheridd " thrf 
nieafure of'yoiir noble qualities ! —and the 
fihcere, kind, Friendly plajitnefs dfthl^ laft 
obliging letter, makes inje a'moft charrti'tf 
cxattnplc 0^ t6e error. 

; 'TfiE fiihpUcity the world makes fd ^reat 
a' cry about, is wlut I love, as much as diey* 
pretend to love It i for, indeed, they talk bi" 
ivbat 'they do not un^erftandj hoi- carl 
lucii creatures^ as complain of poetry/ be- 

' caufc it puts diem to the pain of thinking, 
merit any Poet's thinking oK — Obfcurity, 
indeed (if they had penetratioti to ttiean 
thatj is bur^ng fenfe alive, and. fome of piy 
ralh, e^rly> too affefted, puerile fcribUings 
piuft, and jfboiild, have pleaded guilty^ to.fo 
mA an accufacion. fiut the caf^ thank Cod, 
u veiy diiTereht now ; and thefe implicit 
^ule^ th^.c^rnr. malice- for tiieir owners^ 
)^gji|» IJSchapSj, have modefly enough to- 

. ,, ■•"' ■"' ■ ' ■■''''^' '"■';' nhhrf: 
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2^ OMGtrfA-t-i¥riftk; 
think it fo, if they could ice, with what lui- 
pftrttonmgif^^rity I do, and fliall, revife 



'^tiuT.I apfiirei'thatwhdn hiy dear frlerii 
to^^ige, that .the world -h^' changed itS 
tefte, he gives^ ^at Word the fame reftram-{ 
^dicnje Irhaycufed.it in, above ; for no' 
jft3ge better knowsjf that, with due 6xcep-' 
tooHtP deaf ears, the world wa? never more 
dkpoled, than. how, to Bng/^'tjipught, and 
Englifi feeling. Nor (hall we, (if our pe- 
riod, as a people, is as diflant as I hope in 
heav^p^it is) in anypartiofthe.'Ppw current 
century, lyant fufficient numbers of leau;ned 
men, and perjfpns'-of exalted genius, to pre- 
ferye.all writiiigs, worth thcir.noticc ; fuch; 
t mean, a^ carry figure to attract it. For 
fmall pamphlet pieces, I fufpdiS, too feldom 
reach good hands, or run a hazard to be loft,' 
aoaong the rubbifli, that finks rpund them. 

' I can't help faying fonftelhiiig ''more^ 
ihowt Jimplicity i becaufe, ,as, IV^r. Df^dett 
toiild fome fools of his^own days, that, whcrt 
they praifed an eafy way of writing, they 
meant that, which men' could write mjlea^ 
J^, fo their fu(S*«:irofs,'bf.the modierh ft^^, 
are far from theahuig, when they cry up 
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what they z^fimpUctty^ that natural and 
delightfully inftruftive elegance of unaiFe£ted 
paffion, which your touch'd and thinking 
readers fee, and fuffer under, and grow bet- 
ter by, in the diftrefles pr refledions of a Va- 
melay of a Clari^a. All that thefe dim-, hum- 
ble wretches mean, by their abuie of it, to 
a benumning fenfe, is the unjogging Aide of 
fomething, but they cannot tell what, that 
paces their lame underflanding fmoothly 
on, and does not ihake it out of a compo- 
fure, ncceflary to its weaknefs. If fuch fim- 
plicity as theirs, is any fimplicity at all, it is 
the creeping fimplicity of a loufc. Not but 
there is a briiker kind, that has a fliare in 
their efteem, which is xh&Jkipping fimpH- 
city of a flea. — Beyond tbeir knowledge, 
(which is limited to thefe.and one fort more, 
the ftubhorn fimplicity of the afs) there runs 
a long gradation of fimplicities,' not one of 
whofe diftinftions they concern themfelves 
to note. There is die innocent fimplicity of 
the iheep; the^rong one of the ox ; the 
martial, of the horfe ; and, to go higher up, 
there is the terrible fimplicity of the pan- 
ther J the maje/iic^ of the Uon ; and the 
foaring fimplicity of the eagle. Set a critic 
tpol, of the new tafte, to work, and we 
Vol II. T fhould 
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^ould fee him lend his lion the poor loufe"* 
lege, to keep him from too rampant a mag- 
nificente. His eagle would hop fliort, in 
emulation of his flea. His panther muft be 
fhavcdj for the iimplicity of wool-gathering. 
■•- And nothing but his afs, and his owDfelf>. 
would fliow their natural q^ualities. 

Simplicity, (you know it belt of aK 
men breathing) is a weaker word for the 
fame thmg, propriety. Whatever is concei- 
ved with, and exprefled with that, wants- 
nothing. — It has every ornament becoming 
its demands, not one beyond it — If it; 
had none, it would be naked i if too few, 
defeSiive j if too many, tavidry. This, my 
dear friend, is fimplicity i, and' this Is ywr 
£implici^. Whether we take the word 
from ^mpiex, (fim plica) or from fimpiuif. 
(Jine ixidplusj -* its true fcnft muft be found 
in its reverfe to duplex j fo that every thing 
is limple, ^at has nothing added ccHitraryr 
to its own quality, — and every thing unllm- 
ple, that has foreign and unnatural an- 
nexions. If a camel were to be defcribed», 
it might be done vrith all the requiiite Hm- 
plicity, however loftily the poet ftiould cx- 
prefs the brail's raifed.neck, majeftic pace^ 
and- 
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arid venerable countenance. But from the 
tnoment he bfg%n to mention claws ^nd 
courage, as the camel's attributee, his devia-* 
tion fi om the rules of true fimplieity, would 
juftly call for the reproach of too magnifi-* 
cently adorned. Not becaufe camels ought 
not to be ipoI«n of mstgnifieently— but be- 
caufe there (hould not be affigried them « 
magnificence, repugnstnt to their nature. 

All themes have their peculidr requi- 
fites; and I dare truft even fomc of the 
moft prejudiced miftafccrs of fimplieity, irt 
many a piece, which they wilt fee among 
my poems, when made public altogefherj 
Where only foeial and domeftic virtues give 
the fubjedt, the hermc feems too ftrong, and 
may be thought affeSied (for 'tis that, they 
mean in truth,by their magnificently adorrid)i 
I will venture to be furc, they will exempt 
from fuch a cenfure, one, they will find 
there, " Epiftles from a Clarifa, to hetPa- 
" mela; and from, Pamela to her C/art^/' 
adorned^ they will Eon£ck, he/ow tVefuhjeB^ 
whether as regarding the two ladies, or 
their mental fitther. One aflerts the foli- 
tary, one the foeial peace of life. What 
more, they both aflert, I leave it to therar 
felves to tcU you. 

T 2 LoNff 
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. Long as this letter is already, I have 
fomething ftill to add, relating to a profc 
piece, I informed you I ftiould want your 
judgment on. It is my traft of new im-. 
provements in the art of war, by fea and 
land. This piece i8 very full of novelty, 
and poffibly will have much future confe- 
quence. And yet, the fupercilious narrow- 
nefs in vogue may make it be fuppofed, 
that nothing of this nature can be worth re- 
gard, not authorized by a commiffion to 
think rationally. To fuch heads, it were of 
little influence to fay, how much I faw and 
learned, in armies of three different nations, 
at the outfet of my life, (too /w!;j engaged in 
foreign ramblings) —A ftill lefs effe<3: would 
follow, if I went about to make them fenfi- 
ble, how preferable to whole lives of mill- 
horfe-rounds in practical contradKons, an 
extended theory may be, when exercifing a 
"not-unadapted genius, long and obftinately 
bent, on all examinations, proper to that 
ftudy. 

What can I fay, to your Black paragraph! 

— I call it not fo only from your lofs i^for 

which I heartily condole with you) of a re- 

' lation, 
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lation fo emphatically near ; but from the 
melancholy track of thought it led you into 
with regard to your own life (which God. 
preferve but 'till your Pamela and Clarijfa 
die). Are you to hope no end, to this 
long, long, long, nervous perfecution ? -~ 
But it is the tax you pay your gknius ! and 
I rather wonder you have fpirits to fupport 
fuch mixture of prodigious weights !' Such 
an cfFuiion of the foul, with fuch confine- 
ment of the body ! than that it has over- 
ftraincd your nerves to bear your fpirits agi- 
tation ! — Dear Sir, God Almighty blefs 
you ! Ifhould never end at all, if I writ on, 
'till I had nothing left, that I ftill wifti to 
tell you, — from 

Toyr {beymd bis power oftelUng) 
Moji obliged^ and 

Grateful bumble Servant y 

A. Hill. 



ro 
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JVcU. 12, 174S, 

WITH how much juftice, dear Sjr, 
do you tell me, your ClariJJa is a 
work of tragic fpecics 1 -- Every branch of 
my attentive family can prove it true, by an 
experienced dcmonftration ! I am moved 
moreftrongly, alnioft every where, through- 
out this feries of enchantments, than in any 
part of any Tragedy, I ever met witfa. 

I design'd to haye faid nothing on this 
charming fubjeft, 'till I Ihould have feca 
die part, whwewith you mean to clcfc it. 
But I wanted power to hold that purpoie, 
and have been cbmpeUed, by my own 
heart, to throw out a fliort fpecinjeir of what 
you fill it with, in the few lines inclofed, 
to which I will, at prefent, only add my 
hearty thanks, ibr thefe fweet volumes, and 
my promife, that no eye, beyond our walls, 
jhall look upon a page of either. 

I TREMBLE, whll^ I move my pen, not 
only from fenfation of the cold itfelf, but 
under the worfe apprehenfion of its menace 
to your nerves— who arc in expedlation of 
attacks in theie Iharp feafons. 

I PRAY 
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I PRAY God, to difappoint this expefla- 
tion — though 'tis jfour'sy and grant you, in 
amends for that one difappointment, twenty 
better things, you never loolced for. 

/ am (hourl;f more and more) 

Dear Str^ 

Tour true Aimirert and 

Obliged <Aedient Servanty 

A, HlLLk 

£. S. My girls are both as much your 
. own, as your two deathliefs ones. 



Piaijow, July 10, 1749. 

I Have been extremely jll, dear Sir, and 
only once in town, for ten weeks paft, 
on Saturday fc'nnight ; being forced to fret 
away my fpirits, in a vain regret, at having 
all my power raoft unaccountably with- 
held, frcHn long lihce doing juilice to ft 
friend fo lov'd, and worthy to be lov'd, as you 
are ! whom I am not, cannot be, one fingle 
hour uomindiul of j and of whofe matchlefs. 
T 4 merit 
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merit I wear deep impreffions on my heart, 
^bove all forms, and not within the com- 
pafs of a compliment. — But 1 will fay no 
more of this, juft now.— The time is coming 
-- too, too flow, indeed, it comes— but ftill 
'tis coming— when I will be known, even to 
the foul be known-as I would wifli my 
friendtoknowme. 

I SHOULD have thanked you fooncr, for 
your accurate index. What a deal of pains 
mufl: it have coft: you ! — yet, methinks, it 
cannot h'ave been neccflary ; nay, probably, 
was dangerous ; for are there not fome 
mean book-poachers, whom it will content 
too much, by over-chcaply fatisfying a fu- 
perficial curiofity, which, but for that, the 
fame of your Clariffa had compelled to buy 
the volumes j Whether I am right, in 
this, I know not, but I (ell you how it 
fttuck my apprehcnfion : 

You are a thouland times too condc- 
fcending, when you treat the objcftor to a 
certain fcenc, * as a critic worth correfting. 
What lucklefs cenfurer was this • to h\\ 
Upon the ftrongeft and moft guarded elo- 
quence, 

* The fire fcene, in Clarlja. 
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qwence, that ever writer yet attained,' and 
mif-conclude It an indecency ! It is t&e 
place, of all Clarifja, which fuch feniible 
and modeft women, as both think and fpeak 
with reafon, take delight to own, they were' 
the moft deceived in. For, beginning it 
' with apprehenfions natural to the fituation, 
they efcaped the menace, with furprize and 
pleafure; arid enjoyed the triumph of C/ii- 
rijfa, without any of her pain—confefling 
deUcacy, which the objetftor, was too grofs 
to feel, where a rake's amorous excefs of 
warmth and libertinifm is fublimcly check- 
ed into reftraint, by reverence, where paf- 
fibn ftands corrected by diftrcfs ! and Ucenfe 
falls a facrificc to virtue ! God guard Cla~ 
.rijfa from the -pens of fuch abfurd prefu- 
mers ! She can never ftand in need of 
commepfcUors, but will tempt fome jufter 
than this hallowed violatc»:. 

I ALMOST fear'd to affc you, how the 
public has received the putfet of Gid-:on. 
I can't forbear to fay, that if a work, like 
that, meets with general negledt, 1 will 
refign ^11 vanity of publiihing my writings. 
—In fuch an age, I can renounce defire of 
praife, without one figh, arid fhall reft 
fatisfied. 
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hiis&ed, beyond this life, with the obfcurity 
J loved> while in it. 

But I can never pve up my wi(h, rf 
heading the affedion> you have honoured 
jnc with fuch obliging proofi of, *till I foil 
to h<^d that breathy wherewith I (hall, at 
quiting it, pray heaven to love you, as does. 
Dear Sir, 

Tour mfi faithful^ 

Humble Servant, 

jlnd avowed jidmirer^ 

A. Hi LI,. 



7o wf hard Chesterfield. 

"NvQ, 23, 1746. 
My Lord, 

I Have rellrained my batU, in 3 refpe^ 
fill filence, 'till my cmfcieme can no 
Jonger fuffer it ; and (notwithftanding the 
convi^on, which, I own, I hare of my 
impatience, in thus breaking it) muft beg 
your pardon, for one moment, while I intey- 
Tupt your new incfeafe of noble cares, but 
juft 
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juft to thantc a goodnefs, that, at fuch a 
time, 'cpuld think me worth remembring. ' 

In my laft, I had in view the rifing prof- 
peft of a people, who almoft at once, pof- 
fefled and loft you ; but congratulation and 
£ondol«nent often border thus, upon one 
Another, in the accidents of life; and, I 
am fure, they do fo here, with an uncom- 
mon clofencfs, when, in one countr/s right, 
I (hare the^ joy your Lordfhip's reftoration 
gives us, yet partake the other's anguiflij 
in her fcnfc of forrow, upon lo/j»g you, _ 

How much more happy was our lot, in 
this great incident, who, for your own 
heath's recovery, only recovered with it, 
health and fptrit to the nation ; for, as 
long as we look up, and fee your Lordihip's 
happy hand at work for us, among tiie 
clouds, we know it will make way for light, 
tfiid txAy wonder from what quarter I 

And here I would not check my pea,- 
from obeying my beart*s inclination j but, 
there is one fenfc, and only one, in which I 
fliould be ferry, to be thought a f^t. 
Ttoiere will fhortly come a time, when it 

wai 
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will be more eafy to difcern, than now, upoh 
wl^t principle I love the praife of virtue, 
though tkey would do me no great wrong, 
who fhould fufpeft I love it, for my own 
iake, becaufe, in truth, I draw a pleafure 
from it, almoft equal to deferring pfufes. 
Fortune had cut Ihort my preten&ons to 
this laft— and I, fo much too feldom, found 
excitements to the other, that I always felt 
it the fublimefl bleffing, fuch a powerlefe 
life, as mine, was .fitted for, when, after ha- 
ving read, heard, talked of, and reflededon, 
things faid and doney by the few Cbejierfields 
of my declining country, 1 could wifli my 
diarm'd heart joy, in loving them. 

Under a long and chofen fequeftration 
from the world, the only eminence, I wi£h 
to be diilinguiflied by, is that, which you 
have condefcended to indulge me in— the 
being read with pleafore, by fuch readers, as 
your Lordjhip. I iball he buried^ yet not 
die, if I furvive in one fuch eftimation, after 
many a ^/wAxr writer will be dead, without 
"being buried, v^ile above-ground fuftained, 
too draggingly, by fuch readers, as them- 
fclves. 

Of 
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Op all the living dead, the moft (and the 
moft eligible) have been your Lor^hip's 
fiuthful fervants. At prcfeot, ihc dead li- 
ving croud about you, with v^n purpofe to 
fupplant them. In tliis double call for your 
whole leifure, how unreafonable would it 
be, to think oijiealing in, though but in 
Jpirit,-~ for, in body^ I will borrow patience, 
from my fenfc of fuch important applica- 
tion, and fufpend all perfonal declaration of 
a reverence^ which, in all the latitude of your 
moll vacant intervals, I (hall find no ex- 
preffions capable of telling you. In the 
mean while, my Lord, fhould now and then 
a penfivc fliadow, many of which I am 
about to iend into the world, attempt to 
haunt yourclofct, with the purpofe common 
to its fellow gho^s, of hovering near the oi- 
JeSi it was moft injpired hy, he fo good, to 
give it place, if it can find out a fpare cor- 
ner, and allow its fender, to profefs faimfelf, 
with inexpreffible refpeiS and truth, my 
LordofCbejierfield'i 

Moli bumble and drjoted Servant^ 



A. HitL. 


Ji 
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To the Editor c/"PAMEtA. 

t>EAR SiK, 

O U have agreiaibly decelv'd me into i 



furprize, which it will be as hard to 
exprefs, as the beauties of Pamela. Tho' 
I open'd this powerful little piece with more 
expeftation, than from common defigns, of 
like promife, becaufe it eamc from your 
hands, for my daughters^ yet, who could 
liave dreamt, he ihould find, under the mo- 
deft difguife of a novels all theyoa/of religion^ 
good-breeding, difcretion, good-nature, wit, 
fency, fine thought, and morality ? — I have 
done nothing but read it to others, and hear 
others again read it to me, ever fince it 
came into my hands ; and I find, I am likc-- 
ly to do nothing elfe, for I know not how 
long yet to come : becaufe, if I lay the <)ook 
down, it comes Kfter me — When It has 
dwelt all day long upon the car, it takes pof- 
feffion, all night, of the fancy — It has 
witchcraft in every page of it: but it is 
the witchcraft of pafiion and meaning* 
Who is there, that will not defpife the falfe^ 
empty pomp of the poets, when he obferves 
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in this ilttle> unpretending, mild triumph of 
nature J the whole foree of invention and 
genius, creating new powers of emotion, 
and tranrplantmg ideas ofpUaJure into that 
tinweeded low garden the hearty from die 
dry and (hasp furamie of rea/on? 

Yet, I eonfefs there is «ie in the world, 
of whom I think with ftill greater rcfpeft, 
than of Pamela: and that is ofthc^^ifier 
of Pamela — Pray who is he, dear Sir? 
and where, and bow, has he been able to 
hide, hitherto, fuch an incircling and all- 
maftcring fpirit? He pofiefies every qua- 
tity, that art could have charm'd by : yet, has 
lent it to, and conceal'd it in, nature — The 
comprehenfivenefs of his imagination mufl 
be truly prodigious ! — It has ftretch'd out 
this diminutive mere grain of mujiard-feedt. 
(a pocM- girl's little, innocent ftory) into a 
lefemblance of that heaven^ which the beft 
of good books has compar'd it to — AU 
the pailions are his, in their moil clofe and 
abftrafted receffes : and by felcding the moft 
delicate, and yet at the &Qie time moil: pow- 
erful, of their fprings, theret^ to a£t, wind, 
and manage, the heart, he immsi us, every- 
where, with the force of a Tragedy. 

What 
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- What is there, throughout die •wimU 
that I do not fincerely admire ~ I admire, 
in it, the ftrong diftinguifli'd variety, and pic- 
turefijue glowing Jiknefs to lifcy of the cha- 
radlers. I know, hear, fee, and live among 
'em all ; and, if I could paint, could re- 
turn you ^tvc faces. I admire in it, the no- 
ble fimplicity, force, aptncfs, and truth, of 
fo many modeft, ceconomical, moral pru- 
dential, religious, fatirical and cautionary 
Itffoni ; which arc introduc'd with fuch 
feafonable dexterity, and with fo poliffa'd 
and cxquilite a delicacy of expreffion and 
fentiment, that I am only apprchenlive, 
for the interejis of virtue, left fomc of the 
jfw^, and moji touching^ of thofe elegant 
ftrokcs of good- breeding, generofity, arid 
refleiSibn, fliould be loft, under the too 
grofs difcernment of an unfeeling majority 
of readers ; for whofe coarfenefs, however, 
they were kindly dcfign'd, as the moft ufe- 
ful and charitable correflives. 

One^ of the beft judg'd peculiars, of the 

plan, is, that thcfe inftrudiions being crai- 

vey'd, as in a kind of dramatical rcprefen-^ 

tation, by thofc beautiful fienes^ her ownr 

letters 
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letters and journals, who ads the moft mo- 
ving and fuffering part^ we feel the force in 
a threefold cffeft, — from the motive, the 
a£b, and the confequencc* 

But what, above all, 1 amcharm'cl with, 
is the amiable good-nature of the author j 
who muft, I am convinc'd, have one of the 
bcft, and ftioft generous hearts, of mankind, 
faecaufe mif-meafuring other minds, by bis 
own, he can diraw every thing to pcrfeftion 
but wickednefs — I became inextricably in 
love with this delightful defedt of his ma- 
lice; for I found it owing to an excefs in 
his honejiy. Only obferve. Sir, with what 
virtuous reluBdnce ht complies with the 
demands of his ftory, when he ftatids in 
need of fome blam^ble charadl^rs. Tho' 
his judgment compels him to mark 'em 
with difagreeablc colourings, fo that they 
make an odioufi appearance at firit, he can't 
forbear by an unexpeded and gradual de- 
cline from themfclves, to foften and tranf- . 
mute all the horror conceiv'd for their bafe- 
- nefs, 'till we are ■ arriv'd, through infenfible 
iiages, iat an inclination to fofgive it in-, 
tirely-i 

Vol. n< U I MUST 
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I Mtrst venture to add, wiAout nunc- 
iflg the mitter, -what I really believe of Ais 
book — It will Kve Oft, thro' poftcrity, 
with Aich unbounded extent of good con- 
sequences, that twenty ages to come may 
be the better and wiier, for its influence. 
If will ftcal firft imperceptibly, into the 
hearts of. the yOung and Uie tender ; where 
it will afterwards glide and moderate their 
refle(3ionS and refolres, when grown older. 
And, fo, a gradual moral funfhine, of un- 
, auftere and compaflionate virtue^ ihall break 
out upon the aw/*/, Irom this Trifle (for 
fuch, I dare anfwer for the author ^ his mo- 
defty mifguides hJm to tfcink it) — No ap- 
flaafe therefore can be too high for fucb 
merit. And let me abominate the contenqj- 
tiblc referues of mean Jpirited mn, who, 
while they hut berate their cfteem, with 
reftraint, can be fluent and uncheck'd in 
their emy — In sm aae fo deficient in 
^oodnefs, every fuch inrtue, as that of this 
audior, is a i^tary ^el in Sodom. And 
eoKt who could iloop to ccoiceal a deUght 
he receives from the worthy, would be 
equally capable of fubmitting to an appro- 
bfttioa of the praife of the wicked. 

I WA8 

L:,„i,z<,d=,GoOglc ~ 



OitiatitAt LtTttti, 9$t 

t WAS fhinkng }u& iiovf^ ds I retum'd 
/fora a ttiaik in the iS«0w, on that oid Raman 
policy, of exemptioris in favour of men, 
«»ho had giwB » few badiljr ehildrtn to the 
wpublk'-»-Wbat fiip«rior dUtinOion ovght 
our -country to fipd (hut ebac fcHcy and Vf 
8t» at variioue) fgr reward of this f^ber 
ffmllimm/MuiBs, whidi «r« to owa n«» 
formatiaa to the fijt»r« «(Fea of bia in* 
Ui)en«ef 

UroN the wkole, 9a I flet'er met *lfh f» 
pleafing, fo honeft> and truly deferving r 
boolc, I lliould never have done, if I 'ex- 
plain'd all n^ reaibos far admiring its author. 
»— Jf it is pot a ficret, oblige mo & far, M 
to tell me hi« otw : for fmoe I feel him 
the/nVWof wf foul, it wp»ld be a kind of 
violation to pretend him a Jlanger — I an 
not able to thank you enough, for tlua 
iligbly aKeptahle prsfent. And, as &r my 
daughter*, they have taken into their own 
JiMdP the wkwwiedgwnent due from th«ir 
gradtuie. Im, 

If ear Sif, 
Dec. 17, ? ■ 

: 1740, i nurt) Sec, 

Ua A. Hill. 
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t)ec. 29, 1740. 
Dear Six, 
Cquaiuted with chd amiable good- 



A' 



nefs of your heart, I can forefee th* 
^leafure it will give you, to have given tf- 
mtber plcafure: and you heap it on mc in 
the noWeft manner, by the joy you make 
me feel, at finding Pamela's incompara- 
ble author is the perfon I not only hop'd 
to h.car was fo, but whom I fhould have 
been quite griev'd, diftrefs'd, and morti- 
fied, not to have really found fo. 

- Yet, I confefs, till I began to read, I had 
sot the leaft notion of it. Bat I prefendy 
took notice, that whaCever Pamela thought, 
feid, or did, was all transfufion of your own 
fine fpirit. And as I know jiot if there 
lives another writer, who could furnifli her 
with fuch a fapid - fweetnefs as flie fills the 
tafte with, I could not therefore chufe but 
name you to my hope, as moulder of this 
maiden model. And yet,-thoaght I, how- 
ever plainly I difcover the mind, that fhines 
upon me by refleiftipn from thefe fentiments, 
how can it have bc?a poflible to force the 
neceflary 
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ncceSky . feijure fca- this travel' over the - 
whcJe reach of nature: from the dalls of 
« prt^flion, that petmits too ftmrt receflcF; 
even to health, and exercifc ! • 

Whoever had been author, s£ this ex- 
cellent epitomepf .all ^e beauties^ and the 
powers of writing, had he been the moft, 
malignant; of my .enemies, I could not have 

forborn . tp love > him , r Imagine then 

how unallay'd the pleajfurc is, when, it is. 
you, to whom- 1 owe it i when the perfbn 
of the world, I would have-. wijh'd. to feg 
moft honour 'd, has procured, fuch immor-n 
iality of honour \ For, believe me, my dear, 
hourly more and more refpeded friend ! 
not all the mingled malice, dulnefs, and 
low-heartedncfs, of flirunk and witheriog 
mankind, can have ohfcurity enough to dar- 
ken Pamela. You have lent her breadth 
of wing, that will extend her from the 
prefent to the future world. And brood- 
ing over both, (like Mi/tcn's image of the 
holy ipirit) flie will call out virtues with- 
out number, and applaufe without detrac- 
tion. And, as for my part, may I be as 
fruidefs a wafter , of labour, zs zn Englijb 
entanglcr of pdliticks, if to have flood my- 
U 3 felf 
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f«lf poffefs'd <)£ all the repu(«tioli yoo will 
4fav from the ruccefs of this delightfiil.! 
work, coHld have beta half fa ple*fi(>g K) 
me, as to find^^v claiming it ! 

1 It AD alnioft for^t tb tell you, I receiv'd 
tjie Atti-Machiivel, for which 1 am vet^ 
fflttch bblijM and thank you hearlSIy, But 
tty Pamih (forgive the uiantttided ma- 
Hce! tmeiTLt to Sy ymir Pamela) poffeto 
ill my memory, attentian, and imagination. 
And, lilce the fnow, that lay laft weelt, 
opon the eafth and all her produfts, co- 
tters every other image, with her mm 
(inbounded whittnefs. . ' 

'_ As for my daughters, they will neither 
<tf them let me tell you any thing, that 
plight prevent tbiiir writing you their thanits^ 
themiclves, And yet they are fo full of 
yeUj and your engaging, happy other half, 
that they can tell you nothing xfw, becaufe 
their fubje^ will be only your own good- 
_ ncfs. Stay though, and let me thinic again I 
That fubjeS, for that very reaibn, may, 
tis lilicly, be the neweft you can en- 
tertain your thoughts with. So 1 leave 
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'cm to the gnrtefal and the juft ideas, yqti^ 
have fill'd*cm w3thj and only -add, in' 
my <Wn right, that taf dear Mr. R^—n — , 
with ail this bbuhdJcfs merit of a genius 
and a heart, a-like uncquall'd, neitlier has, 
nor ever will have, an 'obfervef, who can 
love him with a more imprrfs'd, and ne- 
ver to be changed, afTeftion, than does 

Anfi Qhedient bumble Servant , 
■ A. Hill. 



Dear Sir, 

I A M alhamed to fee in how much too 
large an indulgence of paper, I have 
exprefs'd too fmall 9 pr<^K>rtion is admira- 
tion of Pamela. You have with the good- 
breeding and grace, fo peculiar to what- 
ever you do, made the moft of a little, — 
in re^dl to the will it was fent with ^—• 
But it puts me in mind of the ladies fillc 
handkerchiefs, thrown to knights arm'd 
at aU points, by their well-wifhing admi- 
rers, as they rode round the lifts in old 
U 4 . . tournaments 
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tournaments: Tluy ufed; ta hang thefe kind - 
of baubles upon the tops of their fpcars- 
with an obliging air of fateful acknow-> 
ledgment : And there w^ indeed ■ fprnc 
littlp parade of adornment in the flutt&r, 

and flow of the penon But it was 

ip the j^<p- alonej lay their hope of ?he 
vidtory. 

I receiv'd, and return you my thanlcs 
for your care of, the letter from the North. 
It was writ by a very rich prude : and they, 
you know, fcorn to think of men's hearts ! 
But, if mine had been worth a fine wo- 
man's attempting, flie could never have 
found out a road, that leads to it more 
ftrait and direftly, than to fend, by the 
way ofypur houfe, to 

DearSir, 

• Tour moji bumbk, . . 

Obedient and offeBimate Servant. 

A. Hill. 



Int:^r- 
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INTERRUPTIONS (dea'r^Sir)' when "ouj-, 
thoughts are intent oft a frifnd, aro.l^ 
clouds between w andthe7«n, but they prais 
off, and improve our good profp^i^,;, for 
the fky looks more bright^' after icreeriing. 
How I hate the pert voids in the h(^ads, anif 
the hearts, of a kind of lieehfed and digm- 
fied ioufe-breaten ! rtiodifli wallers of-BuV 
time and attention ! At laft, they if e" gone, 
and would have left me (alone) in7&3com- 
pany, but that your image is come in ib'my 
relief, and f have the pleaibre to converje 
with your fentiments. ifixt to length In 
jam life, \ fliall love and defire it, iii yout 
letters. 'Fpr-there Lamjiife to 'find fome- 
thiilg, that'exalts me to an eft-em of man-' 
kind. Something, that allures me into a 
willing forgetfuliiefs, that th? world, you are 
recondlhig me io,is unlike you. 

And yet, wicked world as it is!, what 
thanks does it not owe your two friends," 
Mr. • * • and Mr. • * • f to whofe' judii 
pious defire, of a traaoffuch letters, yoW 
inform me, we are indebted, for the ftory" 
«pf Pamela. I muft confider thefe'genUe- 
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men, as a pair of fortunate patriots, who, 
while thjcy lyere honeftly -puifuing fome ad- 
vantage,' in view for themfelves, have been 
the caufe of more good, than diey aim'd at, 
ifi behalf of their country, 

Lfi-f ine, therefore, obferve,,upon hflw 
narrow, and^'how weak a foundation, ^as to 
matter Xi{ ffiSt} yon have ereded fuch a 
temple of fancy^and .ponder, that aU the 
powers of witand of love, sdid ofgoodnefs, 
win forever delight to dwell in it, as a feat, 
that ^yiU call in new worfluppers. And let 
me" heartily tha^ik you too, for athoufand 
dive^fify'd rays of. the fame living li^it, 
whichi break ^fut ia all parts, where ^ the 
fub]e£ls.allow.oppertunity, in the faft fiiigle 
volume, you were„fo kind, as to fend me. 

.. How is it you. ■continue to get time for fo 
many detatch'tj applications ? or, rather, 
what do I mean; by that queftion, to a wri- 
ter, ,w^o r-cquired b«t tkree months, for a 
PameU ? Heavens ! is there a m^ ia the 
worlU, unacquainted with the pec, that 
aflerts it, who couW perfuade himfelf to be^ 
Jieve'thifi aftonifhing fpecd -- in a road fiJl 
df ruhsj, and unbeaten ? God blcfs the dear 
creatures, 
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creatufefl, wi» H/ere aktwfs twanging h.beer- 
mere ^ Pamela! I muft fitluto chemiwidK. 

thf; hail of m angeU and&y» bkJidfMjft' . 

But pray, Sir, {hy the bye) is it not x* 
visry Anuige thing, when .one confident; 
how fo\\ of virtues you &eni, in tfaele wcitu 
derful a^dcms and fenthnents, to^fid^yoO' 
forgetting the ^eat golddiiTttle of mora-*! 
Uty ! Is it ^Kg to-ot&en, asysu iMkli ikM'- 
otbtrsjhuld do unto you, 'wfittn you rdfi^ to; 
admowlodge a charge, that comishometo; 
yourfclf»snd yet, exptAme to be Godteat»; 
^nder a groat deal oii^ praife, than be^ 
longa to tbc-V I tnn forgive fiich a.wcil-<bnid- 
injuftice, as this, in the gentlenuHr 'what 
niif-judged my poor innocent letter. For 
3s I have aot the htnuEdntakiicnir him,' it 
was very mify to fufpeAMsntofa giaftttTt 
was icee from all Oughts of. fiu^'iis^ff. 
you, to whom I have long, I thank God, 
been no ftranger, it is the leaft I have right 
to iniifl: on, that, if you won't lake a praifc, 
you fliould gire none. 

What a genteel, wdl-tumed epigram 

have you ftnt me ! but from fo kind, and {q 

partial a hand, that whatever I may think, 

1 wiU 
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I .v31 fooner fay nothing, than cbnfefs my- 
fdf charmed, except with that part of it, 
which compares the ridge of rocks, in the 
Shannon, dividing and enfeebling its current, 
to the perplexing intervention of rhyme, in- 
tcrroptingJand weakening the fenfe of ex- 
pn^m*. The ingieaious complaint is too 
juft, (as oiir verfcis . mpft commonly- ma- 
naged) fori what page in. what /w/ wiU not 
giy^j. in clear evidence, that rhyme is as 
iwfteftf mifleader, ,as love? And yet, pray 
ple^e "XQ afk your goqd lady, and Mifs M— 
(wbofe judgmoots, I am fure, you have uu^ 
denial^ ocufe to cbnfide in) wfasther it is 
]U)t'the..&if]t, or aegle£t, of mens reafon,: 
wfaehlihey ii^ilanr ^eauty, divided from 
merit E':-"- .- -:::■ ■ " ■ , /:> 

. I :AN^ glad jcatt ddignbr ialk to work on 
^ti hur^la'; Ifficai^thek'e isfomething too 
i&teo&ly: refle&iTe in the pa0ion6, at the 

* When noble thou^ts with language puK unite, . 
To^ve to kindred exceUence iis right, 
Though unencumber'd with the dogs of rhyme, 
Where tinkling founds, for Vant of mewing, chibie. 
Which, like the rock, in Shannon's midway couife. 
Divide the fcnfe, and interrupt its (cfKe;-. 
Well ^ay we judg^ fo ilrong and clear a rill. 
Flows higher, from the mules facred Hill. 
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^(/, that would make fuch fignificant calls 
for expreiHon and attitude, as not to allo^r 
die due pardon, for thofe negligent _^aj^i 
of for/tiy which we commonly find, in a 
frontifpiece. Nay, I am fo jealous, in be- 
half of our inward idea of Pamela' % perfon, 
thit I dread any figur'd pretence to -refcm- 
blance. For it will be pity, to look at an 
air^ and imagine it hers^ that does not carry 
fome fuch elegant perfection of amiablenefs, 
. as will be furc to find place, in the fancy. 

. 1 HAVE a commifiion to thank you, again 
and again, for my daughters j what a ter- 
rible condition would you be in, if you were 
"bound to read half what they fay, of you! 
'Tis a comfort (you will anfwer) when a 
man has to do with fuch menacing bagga- 
ges, that wcMiien won't find their tongues, 
in a letter ! ~ In the mean time, I am afraid, 
there are ladies in your houfe, who are not 
like to come off half fo fwimmingly. For 
it Hands decreed, beyond hope of redemp- 
tion, that the very next day, thefe bold 
threatencrs fet their faces for London, what- 
ever quarter in it may efcapc their invafion, 
SaliJhuTy Square is the firft place, againft 
which they will form their approaches. 
Nay, 
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Nay, andi that aii mwf be mtf , (aa ^ fay) 
^iTf have prefs'd fflv :U«ig with dieoi) as an 
efiorit in the march. But I £batl difcharge 
this my truft> UkCi a true modern guide, and 
give notice, ■when we diflodge, to the entmj. 

But for ftiame, let me now make an end, 
left you fhould think, there is no meafore 
of con&ience in, 

titar Sir, 

Thar more prattling bundle Servant, 

^an PamelS} 



00. 15, J74J. 
Dear Sir, 

NOTHING butthe thc»^ugh knowledge, 
that I [have^ both of your ftppreheS'^ 
lion and humanity, could have allowed me 
to be iilent fo long; thoi^h I had no 
news to tell you, which 1 could have told 
yoQ, with pleafure. 

A THOUSAND thanks were due to you. 

for the two delightful Iheeu of Parntat 

Part 
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Part the 2d, — Where will your wonders 
end ? or how could I be able to exprefs the 
joy it gives me, to difcern your genius ri- 
fing, not like a pyramid, ftiil Icflening, as it 
labours upward — but enlarging its prc^r- 
tion, with the grace, and boldnels of a pillar, 
that, however high its fliaft is lifted, ftirf 
looks Urgeft at its capital ! Go on, dear 
Sir, (I fee you will and muft) tocharm and 
captivate the world 5 and force a fcribbling 
race to learn and praftice one new virtue—' 
to be pleafcd with what diigraces them. 
My daughters are in Surrey ^ preaching F<- 
melat and Pamela'% inimitable author, with 
true apoftolical attachment : and they, and 
I, are, every where, and ercry way, both 
his, and his dear family's, 

Moji fmtbful, and 

.^iHwate humbk Servant, 

A. HiLi.. 



V%h% 
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Dear Sir, • 

I Will hot now begin to tell you, why 
i have been fo long filent, while I ow'd 
you my beft thanks. I ihould, however, 
not have faid, J have been filent, though my 
pen 'was fo j becaufe my mind, the real /, 
is always fiire to be more converfant with 
you^ than *ith whatever other pleafing ob- 
ject' ojf refieSion. But I had begun to fay, 
I will' not enter oh a fubjeiEt, that can give no 
pleafurc, where I wifli it all unmixed and 
exquiJite. 

To the author' of the Seafiniy "^ill you 
be fo good, as tq, return my dianks, for hlfi 
rcmembring an old friend, who, though 
he had ftill been forgotten on, would, not- 
withftanding that, have yearly traced him 
round with new delight, from fpring, quite 
downto winter. 

And, becaufe I find myfelf obliged to 
another writer, for his prefent, through 
fuch- a hand as yours, pray plcafe to let 
him know, I thank him for the favour. 
But, indeed, the more I read of thcfe blank 
verfe 
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Vcrift_ cruptiiMS, the more beautifully ne- 
ceflary I perceive ^eyoJkf of rhyming. 'Tis 
a kind of trammel, that compells clofe ftep- 
pmg. Whereis the wild luxuriant wan^ 
tonneft of thofe unfeathered lauiichcrs into 
liberty, l;hrows down enclofure, oti pretence 
of latitude ; and overtramplmg all proprie- 
ty, mark-'d bound, or limitadon, turns di- 
ftlnftion into defart, and lays ^^ the mufcs 
diftrias. 

O Pamela ! — what native charms were 
thine I 

Nervoufly foft, iiid modcftly divine ! 

High, without ftraining, was thy matchlefs 
flight, 

And all unmix'd with pain> thou gav'fl 
delight ! 

No afFttftation warp'd thy theme aftray. 

No vague out-ftartings maz'd thy meaning 
wayi 

Nor coldly languifliing, nor madly fir'd. 

Nor rage, nor Icngthning, lean digfeflion 
fr'J. 

No figurative fierccnefs there o'crflow'd. 

No hot heap'd quepons clogg'd the cum- 
ber 'd rgad. 
Vol. II. X Nor 
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Nor bignefs diinc -^ nor fti^efs — ftati 

pretence 1 
No curtaH'd cramp of phrafe oUcur'd thy 

fenfc. 
Thine was the dulcid plainncfs, placid fiffce, 
The heart-form'd paffion^ wide'ning in its 

courfe. — 
AH moV'd and moving, did thy periods r»D, 
And every rifing word convey'd a fiut f 

Good night, my dear Mr. R- n, be 
happy, and healthy ~ and continue tb writt 
on, and charm on -- and inftruft die true 
way ~ by example ! 

Yours evert 

Mafi offedthnatefyt 

A. HiW. 



To 
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- ■'■''. Tit Mr. C— ^liy"-- 

SI tt C^ ^, notwithftanding fuch ahand- 
ibme offer, as you make, I hear, ibme 
creditors peffiff, in holding you, where all 
the towa Ijaf' .iptereft that you llijoul4 be 
Jwld no Iqn^, |. regrpt my little powpc» 
with : d<»iMe :&(illb4ity, becaut^ it cgs- 
r^pQO^ net rvt^itl> nfty will, t& ferve-youw ,- 

Yet, one way there is, perhaps to do 
it, in fome meafure -^— And that is, t^ 
making you a prcfent of the benefit nights, 
of my Mgijibm — — Mr. Rtcb^ when he 
perus'd the ^J«)P (whidi U the better for 
his having feen it) told me 'twas his favou- 
rite ftory : and Mgijibm is the part I 
would propofe your acting, in it — becaufe 
it is a very touching character, and, I 
perfwade myfelf, that you will make it 
move, moft leafonably, with refpeft to your 
own benefit. 

X 2 If 
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If it is got up, by the bcginfting of Nd^ 
vernier, nobody. -could then prevent you 
from appearing in it — And a third, fixtb, 

,and ninth day's profits (which I hope it 
may have influence to bring you) might, 
perhaps, remove all bars — which, I am 
told, are . now, but ' few," that have fechi- 

,dea yau, from the applaufe^ of the public. 

As Mr. Rich has been fo' kindly a^ve 
■ih your fevour, I conceJv'd this fcheme 
might prove ~ of fome immediate ufe to 
you 3 it will nt ieaft, demonftrate the good 
will of, 

^._:i\: Sir, : ,. 

' : '^ '' ■ Tour moji obedient , 

I^mHe Servant,- - • 

A. Hill. 



This 
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[^e hft Hrferted letter ■matfent to Mr, C— r,' 
wifhtSe^ragedy of JEaisTHvs, (finceaSt- 

' ei under the name of yiEViOVt) when be 
wdi in the F— t: He achirmUdges ibe_ 

' fdvour\ \n the folhming genteel manner^ 

".in 'his 'Apology J page 97, printed at the end^ 
£>/ Romeo mi Juliet, 4s altered hy Urn 

' yr«»SHXi!;ES]^EXR.] ' ' , * ^ 

VTTrTHJLE.I was under confinc- 
V .:.y V ment, a gentleman, whofe talents. 
"- «P<}, genius, ;h(rve juftly ^n'd the admi- 
*' ration pf men of tafte {and whofe abi-- 
" lities can be exceeded only by his hur 
" manity and poUtenefs) touch'd with com-i- 
"paffion of my misfortunes, moft gene- 
'* rpufly made me a prefent of a. new Tra- 
" gcdy he had wrote, ^not doubting but I 
^' CQuld procure its being a£ted at a proper 
** feafon — On Mrs C-t---^'s. appearing % 
*' few nights as before- mention 'd, this gen- 
*• tleman addrefs'd her, in an epiftle, with 
*' a delicacy peculiar to himfelf, and en- 
*' deavour'd to convince her, how much it 
" would be for her reputation and inte- 
*/ reft, to perform a principal part in that 
*' Play, on fo particular an occafion ; But 
X 3 *' this 
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** this was refus'd, tho' it was propos'd the 
«. Manager, flipv^d, on iuspar*. makc.k, 
" wortii her,trouble» by effigning ta her" 
".an agreed proportion from .thti nigbtly 
".profits of its run i and ft^ was farther 
•^ told,' r would defire her to accept what 
'.' p^rt of the {liofit Jhe pteas'd from the 
" third nights, Which the authpr t^d m 
" the gcnteeleii mannef_,,?irign'd tp j^e. 
" This likewife was fejedted. " 

-After this the Play -wa* -ftiH prpnfls'd 
to be afted, with Mrs.. Pnychah J, ^n'the 
charafier of'MEROP^. Tha fiibcefiiJic 
Hay had under that rirts (tt» name 
MGjsTHfis being changed tb Eumenes) 
and the apfJSiifc IVfrs. Frilebard dcfcrredly 
met with m that part, are" fufficlent proofs 
of the mei-iics'of the author, arid the actrefs j 
and the heft reproach for the cold reception, 
this piece met ' witE, ■ ^otto *h4 manager -of 
Covent-Garden theatre ' ■ 

\^be d^lay of its iving ailed occdjm 'd th fsU 
Ifwiiig Epiftle.}. 
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To Jlir. C — ft. 

Feb. 4, 1745-6 
SIR, 

EITHER you meet with, or the 
Play, I fent you, meets with treatment 
not, I think, becoming eitber'i merit — 
I khow too much of the theatric manage- 
ments to doubt, there is fome caufe for this, 
which I have no defir^ to hear, becaufe 
I guefs it would but little pleafe me — But 
this one thing I find neceffary to fay, upon 
the fubjeft, that the reputation of the Play, 
and value c^ the cb^ (which I fent you 
word I had diipos'd of) will not fufFer 
lAe to be content it fhould come on at all, 
in any feafon, or in any place, not anfwerabU 
,to ^Q claim, I know it has to be confider'd 
.with regard and decency. 

If, therefore, Vix.'Rich will not permit 
it to be, now, {this month) got- up, I 
muft proteil againil its being thought of, 
later — and will find fome other way 
of doing you the utmoft fervlce in my 

power whether 'tis refoly'd upon, or 

•«of, I muft defire to have the copy, for a 
X 4 day 
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day or two — having confiderable alterations 
to infertj befid^s a quite new name, the 
Prologue, Epilogue, &c. — My Son in* 
forms me, that he often tries, in vain, 
to have the pleafure of feeing you — r~ 
wherefore pleafe to give it Mr. "Joknfon 
for me — rwho ihall .foon return it you 
with the additions — (if it can be go? 
up this montli, for the opening of that 
following) — r I with you eafe, ^d h^ppi- 
nefs, and arO;, 

Tour mofi bumbie-t 

And affeBionate Servant. 

A- Hill, 



[Some time afier Mr. C r pjwV to the 

Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lahe, when in 
bis correjpondence ivitb Mr, Hill, iw^nf 
him an old manufgrtpt Pla^ caltd tbf 
Guiltless Apui,TREssi or ibe Judge 
in bis Own Cause : Tbis piece he entreat- 
ed Mr.Hdl to perufe, andcorreSi^ ^^s pur- 
p$fing to have it aSiedforbjs beneft^ in the 
(nfuing Summer feafon; bift the attend' 
pients were Jb great, the alterations^ and 
«dditi</R^ 
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additions, fo confiderable, that Mr. C — r «- 
Jerv'd it for a better Seafon j it being almofi 
become a tiete Play : and judg'd by him 
deferring of a more favourable opportunity 
of being aBed. Both the manufcripti re- 
main in the pofjejhn of Mr. C r. On 

this occafion Mr, Hill wrote the follmmng 
letters.'] 



T^Mr.C~^~R. 

j^pril 1 9, 1 746. 



SIR, 



IH A D your Play from Mr. Johnfon^ 
and you Ihall have it again in the 
beginning of the week, with your defire 
upon, it fo effe^ually comply 'd with, that, 
I think it will as fully anfwcr your end 
for next month, as any new Play could 
have done j and .the rather as you would 
not chufe to venture a very ftrong one 
fo very much too late In the feafon. 

The ftory of this old piece you have 
found, might have been made very touch- 
ing^ had there been leiAire fufiicient. 

As 
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. As it is, you ihall iind the language a 
new one throughout, and the whole Play 
fo {ax warm'd at Icafl, as to give it more 
than a probability of being receiv'd very 
Ipndly by the audience, of whiciv I fend 
you this word or two of notice, that you 
may depend on it, and take your r^folution 
'accordingly. 

But I don't like the name.Tbr reafons 
you will find mark'd on the title-page — 
and believe it would do better (as the maid's 
being corrupted by money is the chief caufe 
of the mifchief to her miftrefsand the reft) 
to call It. 



AMELIA, 

' - OR T HE 

FA T AL BR.I B E R Y. 

I BEARtiLY wiili fucccfsto ydurfclf, and 
to the compafly, that you are now become 
a member of, aAd'am, 

5/r, 

. Tow very affeSiknate, 

AndmfioheSint Strvant. 

A. Hill. . 
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.yS IR, -,1 : :; : 

When! propoCe to ferve a friend, 
I can't endure to do it, to but half 
the purpofe — ■ and as that muft need? 
have been the caft, by only touchliig up ari 
trror in the phrafe^ or numbers, ' here and 
there , (as your§ defir'd) I refolv'd to fit the 
Play to dp ybuf bulinefsv' with as full efFed, 
&% you can wiffi,andMr. I^acfs afterwards, 
— - asajidcipie.ce — For I have made it netto 
ill plot, and conduft, 'an3 new-writ the 
didtion, and from one end to the other', 
chang'd the ftntiments, and heighten 'd and 

preferv'd the characters, and I dare 

proraife you, thai there is fcarce a ftory on 
the Englijh ftage, that had a natural power 
to fmve more touchingly than this — but 
that the author took hot care enough to 
point Us force judicioufly. 

I NEVER "heard this piece's name, wof 
that it ever yet was afted — pray, who 
was the author of it? — you will find my 
reafons for a new namty I believe, well- 
grounded ones. 

I NOW 
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I NOW fend you four a&s wholly finifh'd, 
and, before you get thefe written into parts, 
the fifth fhall follow — ThU is the only, 
way, whereby the maflcr of a play-houfe 
can propofe tp draw a certain profit from 
revival , of 0^*^, plays. _ I know above a hun- 
dred) which have ground, to build upon^ 
with all the prpmife poffibleof a great run, 
exempt fpiji malice — antj^ w|iat ftill is 
better, free from any dangcr;of beiijg got 
up againft the.Ko^fe, by rival pppofirion 
— for the copies might hs ^ept. f^'iprinfe^t 
as - the manner was , in Shatejfiear's days, 
and in the times next after, and before 
yiijjx -T- As for Mr. Rich^ I havp but/mail 
in.ducement to expedt attention, from that 
<j,uartpr, but if you believe, that Mr. Lacey 
is dilpos'd, more vigoroufly, to improve 
the Play-part, of a manager, (as you in- 
form me, he dcfigns the ftrengthning of 
his company) \ could, and would with plea- 
sure — find means to g^t ready /t^ for 
-before,^ and tino for after Cbri/imas, againft 
every feafon. And, the terms on which it 
.fhould be don^ , he fhould have no excep- 
tion to — became, for any piece, thatfail'd 
to 
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to do him the intended fervice, no confide- 
.ratioa woul|il ^be aik'd at all/ And only 
onr .clear night'^ receipt, for i^ach of thofe, 
.|that prov'd of Uie expc^od ..profit tp 
bwd. . , , ;.;.. .-,-; ■ - " .. --- 

^TpERE'arp.p^i^r ways.tioQ, wherebyrl 
could $nd out helps to ftrcngthea the wifli'd 
interell of a man^ge^,. AOt fo difpos'd, 
as fome, to pause, upon, the; ufe, he has 
opportunity to make of a friend's writings. 

If you £hew what is now done (in this 
old Play, for your own benefit) to Mr. 
Lacejfj and he takes but pains to read it, - 
in comparifon with what it was before 
(the old lines being all left legible, and by 
a fad pale ink, made too diftinguiihable) 
he will fully comprehend the ule, of fuch 
a manner of reviving. And, as I have 
fame relations, in fuch circumilanccs as might, 
find confiderable eafe, fi-om what I ihould 
fo take the pains to do in their behalf, 
I will think fcrioufly upon the fcheme — 
if you but let me know it is agreeable to 
Mr. Ziacy's inclination. 

If 
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: ■ If -fomething of this kthd (lad but been 
<fone (for Mr. fdcb) upon tliiit motley piece 
' of poor mad Lee's, ^TXbf Massacrb of ParIs 

what a well-tim'd run, from public 

heat and violence, might it not (then) 
'have been pufti'd on wth, and applauded 
'by !'— But/twag not worth' the whHe bf 
^any man ^ hint it to hlm^, if ene had 
•tMt a delight In taking pains for but k>ft 
labour, 

*\ For — who fo deafj as he, that m'H not 
■" hear? 

I am, Sir^ 

Very truly and affe^ionafeh^ 
Taur aieditnt, and. 
Mofl bumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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J^lt^t 1746. 

Deaji Sir, 

IS E.N D you now the fifth a^>. which 
I WA6 compell'd to take a little ioager 
^9 i|i QniiHiBg •— • hecaafe h was impoffi* 
W* to vfc » i^lc l;hp^ght, CM- word, out 
pf the. ?14 ori^naJ a^ ■ — ■■■ I aJTure you £>■ 
lemnly, I think this Play will (Jo y<?u ^ 
the fervice, you wiih from it, and if it could 
do ten tiRK& more, I Ihoakl bo more ^cas'd 
in the fame proportion, 

I DtD not reccWe yoiar tetter with the 
Prc^g«. 'till my lail w»s fent awfiy — 
What you there fay, about the title^ is ex- 
trtmely right— anlcfs you. find, (as the 
plot now is manag'd) that that there may 
arife objcftion, from the lady's being really 
m adultrefs, either innocent, or guilty. But 
there willibe no great weight in that, and fhe 
may well enough be call'd the Guiltlefi 
Adultrefi, as fhe was fo long imagin'd one ! 
Efpecialiy if preferving that part of the an- 
tient tide, will exempt you from the licen- 
fer's infpeftion— -otherwife 'The Fatal 
Bribery (alone) would want no, previous, 
or fubfequent addidon. 

Your 
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Your thought about the Tri-akgue U 
new, an^ I beUeve, it could not fail of a 
good eiFeft. But I am quite a ftranger 
to tlic very perfon of Mrs. Wojingtbtii aiid 
fo many years have Jwfs'd, iirice I faw Mrs. 
C/m, thit I ihould fland in need of y&ur 
own ■ hintiy to enable me to cietute yduf 
fcheme, Vith the vivacity, I fhould be glad 
to give it foi* you* 

Again, I wiih you all the good fucce^ 
you can defirCj in your new benefit : and 
when you let me hear from you next time, 
I ihould be glad to know, what was the 
author's name, who writ your old Play ? 
zrAwhen, and at •which beufe, it was originally 
afted F nothing about it -having been ever 
read, or heard of, by 

Dear Sir, 

Tour niojl obedient 

And moji bumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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To the Bor/o/" Chesterfield. 

Sept. 29, 1747. 
My Lord, 

BEFORE we had the happinefs to Ice an 
Earl of CbeHerJUld, where God and 
Man combined to place him, at this peri- 
lous junfture, I fliould have felt fome not 
unreafonabie reftraint, from Jear of being 
thought impertinent^ for troubling a great 
man's repofe> upon no better founded a pre- 
tenfion, than benevolence, to public fervice. 
But, as long as I can hope the honour of ap- 
pealing to a •willf and ^judgtnent^ like your 
Lord(hip*s> upon any modefl: hint, it may 
become a private lover of mankind to offer, 
I am loth to lofe the pleafure of alpiring to 
your fardm, for it. 

Had the late bad nenni been true (as more 
than probably it was not, fince 'twas told us, 
in the public papers) that our army fuffered 
greatly, by die blwidy fux^ In Flanders j 
"What phy was if, that a furer remedy for that 
difeafe, than can, perhaps, be found for any 
other, happened to lie out of the pbyftctan's 
track of thinking ! and that, for certain 
Vol U. Y narrow 
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narrow reafons, it could hardly hope good- 
fortune, were it rcconimended to their 
notice ! 

Yo0R Lordfhip will remember it, where 
hinted firft, (if I miftake not, in a piece of 
, Mr. Boyk'i) it met, however, but the copa- 
' mon fate of every cheap and fpeedy regimen, 
to merit the neglect of fbops, zudfiop-fitp- 
porters, in proportion to the litde, they coidd 
get, by countenancing it. 

The procefs, (ihould your- naempry^ fey 
chance, not recoUeft it) is- no mtwe, than to 
take Jtew-cburnd butter ^ without falty and 
Ikimming of£ the curtfy part^ when ixieUed 
ovet a. clear fire, to giv& two fpooafuts o^ 
the clarified, remainder, twice or thrice, 
within the day. And; this has never &ii^d,' 
to make an almoft inilant ctirty in noapy (-1^ 
am fure, at leafl, a hundred) cafes, I have 
hadmyielf the plcafure to relieve, officioufly, 
by its effeft— and *ho were perfons, fqr the 
mofl part, at the point c£ deatb-i and folemn- 
ly refigned to that laft cure, (rf" every mala- 
dy, by \!tiax pl^cmn's farewel feniences, 

A LONG, time after, Mx.Moyk had pub-« 
lilhed his experience of this noble medicine, 
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ffoni his ftequeilE pfoofs of it, in Ireland, 
where dyfenieries are foo common accidentSj 
there happened, at the iiege of Londonderry ^ 
fu'ch a general demonftration o£ its efficacy, 
as leaves a fubfequent nc^/f^ dfit, noway 
to Be accounted for, but from the reafon ' 
I have juft dBgned it to. For when, by 
^^ fatiguei and wants of that brave garrijon, 
they found themfelves in greater danger, 
from the havock of this terrible difeafe^ than 
from the efforts of the enemy, wc are inform-' 
ed, by thtf defcribefs of that menwrabld 
fiege> that the diftempcr ftop'd at once, 
upon ^cjbldiers. finding a concealed referve 
of caflts of fallow, in a merchant's warchoufe, 
and dividing it among the companies^ to melt 
with, and to lengthen out dieir fti6rt re- 
' m^der of bad oatmeal. 

' An acquaintance of ihy oWn, a gentleniart 
of the prefcribing faculty, complained to 
me, fome years ago, of the mortality of this 
dijiemper, then an epidemic one, in London* 
I adviftd hiiii, to make trial of the men-, 
tioned help, to which he firli objctSed, that 
he could not fee, upon what theory to 
ground a likelihood of fuch fuccefs in ufing 
it. For anfwer, I referred him to a known 
Y a expcriniexit, 
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experiment, in fermentation 1 where, on 
barely throwing in a little meited greafe (or 
a fmall quantity of animal oil) upon die 
furface of a working liquor ^ when in highcft 
foarrj:, the curbed inteftine motion finks to 
flatnefi^ in an inftant ; nor can it be reco- 
vered into a npvo head, by any art, our brew- 
ers, or dipiUers, are acqu^nted with. The 
added oleaginous particles obtunding the now 
check'dya/rW ones in a manner, little differ- 
ing from the operation of the recommended 
procefs, in the human Aomach, where the 
vitiated hot ferment having had beginning, 
the incifive acrid falts are iheathed, and 
made inaftive, by this oppofite balfamic foft- 
ener ; and, thence, paffing on corre<9:ed, 
through the gradual digeftions, furmfh a fit 
chyle, for blunting the too ftimulativc acri- 
mony. And hence arifcs not a temporary, 
but a palliative relief—a compleat eradication 
of the peccant principle. For, when the 
iaits, abovc-defcribed, have loft their points, 
in the abforbing iheather, thofe united con- 
traries (commixing oily with lixivious, parti- 
cles) compofe, together, a newy foluble, and 
Japonaceous body, which, dlffolving readily 
into the ferum, and lymphatic humours, is 
prepared to pajs, hyjhveaty or even perfpirc 
infenfibly. 
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nfenfibly, through ftrainers, which (while 
fcparate) neither w'A, nor falts^ could have 
Been fmall enough to have pervaded ; and 
which muft, therefore, (tho' the blood could 
have been helped, to throw them oiF upon 
the glands, or joints) have bred fuch obfti- 
nate concretion and obftruftion tbere, as 
bring on gout^ fciaticay or rbeumattfm. But 
(thus) unlefs ifi cafes ofveffels, too much 
lacerated already, the caufe being radically 
removed^ it is no wonder, the effeSi is an-- 
fwerable. 

The doSior after weighing this, and more, 
to the fame purpofe, fmiled inftruftively, 
and gave me, for reply, a pleafant, fhort, and 
honeft declaration — " That, if ever he 
** fliould have occafion to make trial of it, 
" on himfelfj or his ffwn family, he would 
" not only do it, but expeft good confe- 
" quence. ~ But, with regard to his out pa- 
" tients, as long as he muft hang his bills 
*' upon apothecary's files, he might, as pru- 
" dently be hang'd himfelf, as venture to 
" prefcribe fhort remedies. 

I FEAR, there is but too much probabi- 
lity of thefe prudential fcntiments, in camp^ 
Y3 as 
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0s well as in town do^ore : and if fo, pnlcft 
the general of an army, making firft iuffi- 
cient trial, tq convince bimfelf^ ynd\x\A after* 
wards cQmpl the praftipe, th^rc feefns little 
profpeSi of relieving fuch ^Jkety ov field cala- 
mity, as though it fliould not have bceq 
now fo Jatal, as pretended in the papers, 
may, too probably, become fo, in a wet, 
and winter progrefii of tbh war ; or of 
{omcfutHre one, when I, perhaps, ihall be 
paft feeling any of the confequences of it, 
I have, therefore, not let flip this opporh*-^ 
nity, with view to give occafion, from his 
rccoUci^g it, to the moft likely hand, in 
Europe^ tft makp gwprQHS uf^ of its icmfoi' . 
branc?, 

I don't know, whether I ftipuld add, 
(and yet it is not too remote from the imme- 
diate point in view, con^defing how Uablc 
an army is, efpecially, where Long entrencb'd 
" in marfiy fituations, to dejluxions on the eyes, 
or breaft) ^hat, in, whatever other cafe, of 
falts too fharp and adlive, non? of the trite 
remedies, however tedious all of them, Md 
fome extremely mortifying, will be found of 
any ufe, comparatively with this plain. Mid 
pleafant one, which need be taken, in the 
laft named intentions, only tp half the quanr 

tity. 
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dt/} perfifting night and morning for fome 
length of time> uninterruptedly. 

I COULD have told this little ftoty with 
more brevity, where I had writ with UJs 
inducement : but it is natural to lovf oiir 
own delights j and I Ihall always be fo furc 
to give grezt pka/iire to myfelf, in any friiall 
attempts, within my power, toward giving 
it, in how moderate a degree foevcr, to the 
humanity, curiofity, or bare amufement on- 
ly, of a mind, like my Lord Chestek- 
field's, that, if I could perfwade myfelf, 
he would not think my letters troublcfome, 
J would continue to addrefs to him, at 
times (with caution not to break, too often, 
in upon a leiliire, now a fcanted one, and 
always fure to be employed much better) 
a fc"* differing rcfiedtions, out of the too 
trod(kn road, fometimes commercial, fome- 
times militaryy and fomfitimes too, not cx>- 
clnding mix'd amufements of a lefs fevere 
attention. For, havftvtx partially, thefe laft 
attra<S ihc fancy of fuch idle fhrinkers from 
the world's folicitudes, as /am, God forbid, 
we ftiould not, in the midft of all our indo^ 
■lence, live confcious, that, wherever /Aoa^A/ 
takes privilege to hide itfelf, from pi^Hc 
Y 4 converfe^ 
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cotroerfey it owes doubly bent attachment, to 

liitfu&lic interejl. 

As I have never beenfo fclfifhly buried 
in retreat, as not to own and exercife this 
duty, I may venture to confide, to fuch a 
candid judgment, as your Lordfhip's, what 
I fhould be very "weaky to fay, too loudly, in 
the general ear j efpecially, among a people, 
who, at the fame.time they pride themfelves, 
as great adventurers, for improving arU 
and manufaBures, arc abfurd enough, to 
mal-treat propofitions of im^etUim^ as the 
flights znd fumes of an unfettUd fancy ; but, 
with your Lordfhip's great extent of know- 
ledge, I may fafely truft: this truth, (how- . 
ever devious from the line of genera! ideas) 
~ That I have met with, in courfc of aftive 
and experimental application, toward en- -, 
. largement of fome ufeful arts, (the arts of 
Ai»(/ and naval isar^ particularly) difcoveries, 
that would, if they were ever to be carried 
into praSiicey tend to alter very much the 
frefent face ofpotoery by fea and land. In 
fafl:, they would do this, to a degree, which 
neither mariner, notfoldier, now thinks /o/^ 
fible. And, that the very heavieft of thefe 
gentlemen would be the brifkeji laugher, at 
but 
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bat hearing any man tboughi diilbrently, is 
an illiberal Certainty j of which I am too fen- 
fibly apprized, to have fo much as formed 
a dream, of odcring an infinuation of ihis 
nature, to the prepcffe^ed and intertfiiSti 
For \ have, now and then, had opportuni- 
ties to note, and never without an equal 
mixture of compaffion, and refentmcnt, 
{from the lame refults of others difappoint- 
ed hopes, of that kind) through what lengths 
of poiitive contraBednefi, in hca^-t or head, 
fuch novelties muft look tofafsj in diejr ^ 
pilgrimage, from reference to reference \r- 
unlefs, where Princes {or Prime Minis- 
. TERS, with all a prince's /OTtf^r^difpc^ their 
geajus, to examine, and determine fer~ 
fonaUy. 

I HAD, dicrefore^ once refolved to let my 
4mn refleftions, on thcfe fubjedts, die, and go 
to reft, when I do ; and would IHU perfift in 
diat, perhaps, beft choice, if not convincai, 
that fome of them, will give your LordOiJp 
private pleafure and furprize. , For, I am 
far enough ^om hoping, they have any like- 
lihood of call, to travel farther, in a felf- 
fufficing age, like this, wherein you are al- 
moft 
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moft the fole exception to men's goieral 
contempt oi patriotifm. 

Under this laft convidion, I prepare, and 
Hiortly hope to put into your Lordfiiip's 
hands, a written ferieS of bold reafonings, 
fuilained by fa^s and detmnftratiom^ both 
eicperimental and btftoricai, and which pre- 
tend to leave it undeniable, that, all the fea- 
ConteAing nations, now fuppofed moft iat- 
midable (and our trwn too luU'd and fatisfy'd, 
among the number!) might be liable to 
fe^ thtirjieets infulted, and made ufelefs hj 
an enemy, in exertion of ne-w arts, in moh 
delling, in arming, in a fcarce credibly di- 
minifhing <^ the water draught, and adding 
infinite increafe of Jwiftnefs, to their fliip- 
ping. And that where French, or Dutch, 
or Englifi, (now) repofc moft confidence, 
in their believed perfeSim of fca-fervice, 
they are, tbere^ moft dangerouily defeBive^ 
in the very grounds and principies, they go 
iq)on. 

By this time, I fufped, your Lordship 
has acquitted me of any blame, for very 
cautioufly communicatir^, what would 
feciB to carry fuch a face of arrogance ^ if not 

of 
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of maiktefSf in the ya^m/iow judgment of a 
fet of /crftWreafoners, whofe conceit, otves 
rhels to their intereftednefs ; and \vho 
would never dare to feel 3. demonftr&tion, 
that muft lefen their repute for knowledge, 
t in an art, they have received difttn^ton from. 
And yet, nature has no truth more ievident, 
than this unhkely one, which I prepare to 
fend to ybur Lordfliip. For I humbly beg 
you, while I fay all this, to be aflured, I 
better know the undetftanding I am fpeaking 
to, than to prefume the folly of amufing it, 
with any trifling, or unfohed fpcculations. 
And the only prefcnt motive, that propells 
my wiih to vindicate, to fo difcernmg a de- 
cider, the great eaie and prafl:icablenef«, of 
this enlargement of marine capacity, arofe 
from my late mortifying fenfe of public 
Jhame^ on feeing all the efforts of our fqua- 
dron before Genoa, defpifed, and incapable 
to intercept the little embarkations of the 
enemy^ merely from want of feme un- 
thought upon expedients, fcarce more new, 
thap natural. 

And now, I fliould confefs myfelf afba- 
med of my unmeafurable length of letter, 
if I did not know to whom I am addrefTmg 
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it ; for I have fecn great men in power, 
upon whofe heavier lenfe of cares, I could 
never have been imfwrtiDent enough, to 
pref& a moment's interruption.— But, how- 
ever obftinately, a propcnfity toward fearch 
of happinefs may ftudy tojorget, and be for- 
gotten by, the common world, it never can 
be fo ^ funk in duUneJsy not to fee how 
different a refpedt is due, to fuch an univer- 
felly diftinguiihed excellencey as yours, 
which, were I to rcfign my little life's re- 
mainder, to feme cottage of remote jimerica, 
would, even there, or any where, compel 
ine to remember, and confefs myfelf, 

My Lard of Chefterfield's 

Mo^ faitbfuKy devoted Servant^ 

A. Hill. 



T» 
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j4ag. 9, 1748. 
Madam, 

I Have received, with pain, the honour 
of a letter (though 'twas yours j and am 
alarmed, for my friend's fudden illncfs. Any 
attack, upon his h'jalth, will carry right to 
give alarms to thofe, who know him, as they 
ought i but from his bead particularly, I 
muft with pain abfent, for the -world's fake ; 
from his heart I do, forbear fake; there be- 
ing, I dare fay, no atom in it, that your 
image could efcape a wound in. 

As foon as I enjoy the pleafure of his bid- 
ding me congratulate his eafe, and yours, 
from this new apprehehlibn, I will take my 
chance, for finding you without engage-? 
menfs. If I fail, in my firft venture, it will 
guide me better, in a fecond j for not all 
the weight of fo polite a will, as Mrs Mal- 
/et's, fhall prevail upon me, to affume fuch 
undeferved importance, as to dream of pre- 
vious notices, for troubles meant you,, by a 
man, who knows no title he can make, to 
your regard, but from a much more due , 
refpcft, m> Madam, 

Tour moji obedient Servanty 

A. Hill. 
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Te Mr. MalLet. 

. Jvly a8, 174$. 

YOUR iilence has. b^a vefj kind, 
and you but a&ed, with the gencro- 
fit^ of a friend's jodgmeat, in not fendiag 
me, the bad news oSyourfaJlf till you couldi 
add the eomfore, of your having overcome 
the iianger of it. I ana gl^ you. iave^. with 
all my hfiatt ; — for, your ewn feke, foB 
Mrs MaUet\ and for the Duke of MarU 



As for myfelf ; I walk; in fhades, ititt 
gloomier^ thiui- thofe, you fo obligingly laid 
honour to: — Nor was your own yU»-e&ui 
a. more iblitary Htrmk.. I harwe found- him 
fiill of a conlbcial fenfe, diat ft»ts me buC 
too naturally : And I could willingly give up, 
for the moft barren crag of hi» St. KilJa, 
every pa£ionate foUcitude, that in proudj 
peopled wildemefies> has the impudence to 
call itfelf ,atlra(9ion : nor is it a. mere feliifh 
motive, that ImprefTes me with thift difreliih 
of the human hives, I turn my back upon ! 
tho' liich a narrowaefs might hope to juftify . 
itftlf 
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itfelf under refentment, due to a long 
tr^ of broken truib, and conieqnent un- 
ea£ne0es ; domeitic little cares, that hold 
the he^t in ^ continual flruggle, betwixt 
frctfulnefs, an4 patience. But I fuffer, 
at tljie fafos ^nae, fliarper tho' remoter, 
pangs : — For who forbears to look abroad 
upon the public, profpc^ ! Your monfter- 
lover of Mffrk-lane might there, have found 
vi^rictjr of beafts cas'd more impenetrably, 
thaji his own Rbirwceros, and ftupider, than 
his Cb^tean. Bvfah. 

In a country, thcKfore, my dear erring 
friend, where politicks are turbulently (hal- 
low; whofe whole fenfe oi fame, is retro- 
fpedt ; ■ where, arty is choice in luxury j 
trade funis; to — - in gaming : imt'i teft,' 
a knack, at bribery : and p^triotifm the joke 
of pickpockets ; what bold peculiarity was^ 
yours, that dar'd obtrude, a work of getituSy 
upon Englijh taAe, with fuch an out of 
fafhian virtue, as to hope, it could be ftlty 
before its author was pai}; the power o£ 
feeling. 

Let me tell you, tis no wonder, after, 
fuch a ftrange miilake, as this, that you 
*W _grown alham'd to look your country 
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in the BaXy and lark invifible, to church, 
or cofiefr-hooie. But, what a trifling /ihrt 
<£ levity : In ferions tnidji, it is a ^nd dS 
wickcdnefs, however ludicroufly play'd with, 
to look iinilingly on icenes of miiery. 
Poor England ! — — Would I could go to 
^fieep, and wake> about the middle of next 
cttdury f againft that time, pefhaps, the 

muddieft &^eam might dear its current 

Mean while> a genius, fuch as yours, in 
iiich an age, as yoi^ are dooo^'d to tive in, 
muft content itfelf to carry ;&-f, like the ima- 
gin'd central one, — the dirty earth 2t once 
muft keep it down, and dixvf fertility, from 
what it covers. 

P UTN E rand Batterfea, are fuch near 
neigtiairsy that I pleafe myfelf with hope, 
that you can tcU me, what I long to hear, 
of the complete xecov try of Lord Bclinbroke: 
1 fliall be more than forry, if I ever Aw, 
to learn, that- our few great minds, like 
bisy are gone in fome fearch of worlds^ 

more worthy them ! Where only two 

or tliree monopolifts hold virtues, to attone 
a nation, what a Sodom will their abfence 
leave us ! 

Yoo 
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. Yop are, by this time, far advanc'd, in 
your bifterk prtgmmcy^. let me fend you 
the good wonwn's W//&J a happy minute, 
and ii fafe delivery 1 -^-U was a dreadful tafk, . 
you had the courage to refolv* upon : and 
furcj it has not been the Icaft, among your 
thbufand difficulties, to unwind that vari- 
6ufly' perplex'd, .entanglement of views, 
obft'ru<Hing view;s; alliances, that can't ad- 
here-— and interefts, that confound each 
other. Thefe trofs Cuttirigs, in the too-; 
d!cm fyftems, break a thread, thatAould 
be always obvious, and which we difcern, 
and foUbw, with fo much delight, in the 
deduftive progrefs of old warriors hiftories- 
We.have nothing in our military fcram* 
blings, of that fole, and feparate i>oint of 
view, that held determination fixd-y — ■ 
and its purfuit, and graduation, mamjefi. 
Timid confederacies, difguis'd falfe fcm- 
blances, with jealous, apprehenfive nibbling 
avarice, negotiate menace into fmoak, and 
fend out motley armies to the field, as the 
phrafe goes, for obfervation ; It being, it 
feems, the bufinefs of a ^^Wfra/of thenfw 
impreflion, not to attempt upon^ but wait 
the motion of at'tempters. Slow, languid 

Vol II. 2 ■ hefitating 
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befitating confultations, fuStuating from ex- 
pedient to expedient, bang prevention apon 
hope, till emr^ is ftazr'd to deathi hf 
the thin diet of delibtrattm ^ fo wara i^* 
gin and «b/» and give ab ciu^ nrhercbjr b> 
track their condu^ 

I MUST confcfe, there wai much lofs of 
this in your duke'a plans than other duke* 
hefon and' after him, could plentifully have 
fupply'd you with. He had that neceila- 
ry knowledge of John Bm;i.'s true tcm- 
per^ tiiat he never thought of cool encamp- 
ments, and long yawning times, for heads* 
fo naturally made for puOiing. Yet, evea 
tbat enterprizing life, you are iUu^ratittg, 
was not fo much the ma^er of its ow» 
Jirong pnrpofes, but that you will have 
found him, upon every turn of^rej^d, and 
pufli'd awry by intcrpofing change, of J 
orders, anddifpofition. If itwaspoffihle to 
any hand, it has been fo to yours, to prune 
away, with a fclefting franknefs, all thofe 
dry, dull, dark, out-flartingSy and leave 
clear his leading path, concentring, into 
one defign, conneded tendencies, where 
they can throw lujlre, on his charaSer ; 
and foftly touching what does ncrt, with 
reverential brevity. I long to fee a Marl- 
Serwgh's 
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hermgh\ face m fiich a glafs, as ydu are^ 
wHngfoi him. We are fure cnoughj he 
Wdnt-^^tit &eaaties t and as fure he would 
have likenefiy alfo, if among the wmfrrf, yod 
h*ve had fhe patience to tAirji over, iti his 
a'^fjsS^^ yQU could have found the muh 
turn you muft MAKE, not meet lyiTH. 

I AM glad at heart, you have exchang'd 
iStrmd-^rfeen fw Putney : The river ran too 
fleiff'ydtii 4nd, though it gaVejou ormi 
tnertt, conWrriience, and large 'profpefitj yet; 
it gave widi'em, d cold -aif; and turned 
■good offices tom/atts: I wcnilcj hav* Mrs. 
"MaiU't- live e:?erfipt frotn atigefs-, of what 
Icttid fpeTcr, yet as l0()g as ^or^ jr<irt ftumbigf 
XX hat voerfiti in carrying yoiT, there wM 
he /«», which in defiance of the noble Jbul, 
you have told me flie is mifirefs of, (he will 
indulge, a cowardice in apprehending, and 
confider fuch a fear^ as a virtue. I have 
a fecpnd rcafon of rny own, for liking Put~ 
■ ney : It is nearer than Strand-Green to Lon-' 
don, and the ufe I mean to make of that ad- 
Vantag-e, I will fhortly fliew you, perfonalh. 
See, what flfijh reajhm men can find, in 
preference of what their wijlm tend to ! 
As for So^raftge a pair as you, — "- you will 
Z 3 be 
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be ba^t any where : The Deoil bii^^ 
has own'd that truth, however it came 
into MHon'i head, to put it in the mouth 
of fuch a fpeakcr. 

The mind is its own place, and, in itlelf. 
Can make a^tfVM of H?J/.* whatmat-^ 

ters where, 
If I be ftUl the/am, and all I ought f 

All the kind, and friendly wiihes, in 
the world, my daughters fend your Lady, 
and yourfelf: Were their wiihes half as 
VKtghtyt as they are Jmcere and reafinahk, 
they would give a m^r proof, than your 
old niggard Dutchefs's, how juftly your 
true worth is underftood, throughout this 
£unily. I am, with moft afiedionate 
refpcdL 

Detn- Sir, 

Tour faitbfult btanMe Strvant^ 

A. Hill, 
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To JM&-. Mallet. 

Sept. 9, 1748. 
Dear Sir, 

YOUR letter freed me from a pain, 
that was beginning to grojv IJbrious ; 
and I faw your hand, with a proportion'd 
pleafiire, —- But, too,- (like a world, you 
did not ufc to be ambitious, of refembling) 
you mixt a dafh of hitter with your Jivert, 
in your ^d news of Mrs. Mallet j to whcrfp 
hands, by Monday next, I fliall dire<9: % 
little bottle, or two, having been forc'd 
b) w^t for fome of the ingredients. 

Since yon are well enough to look on 
j)iftures, caft your eye on the inclosed, and 
tell me, whether it has Ukenefs : It is 
one of a great number; every one of which, 
before they vifited the wojld, fhould court 
your pajport, or embargo, if I could, in, 
confcience, grow unmindful, wha^ a ftore 
of heavy reading work you have before 
you, without added weight of my impofing. 
But you had peculiar claim to thisj • which 
would have made it an injuftice, to have. 
](par'd you the due trouble. It is the cafe, 
Z 3 too 
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too, of a noble neighbour of yours, to whom 
I fend my only othec copy» wherefore, be 
fo gnod.jit yoiir bcft lelTureJ to return me 
this, by die lame wa,y it takes, in waiting 
on you. 

'As TOtt told ftte, yotl had never fteo tbc 
J&Mahide^ I httvc cat its author out, td fertd 
him yoa, from a tnix'd mafs of Curlicifms, 
armong- which his 'uehet lay, unnaturally 
ftitch'd to do-wUJfes — Pray note, he was 
but little turn'd of yiufTi/j; when he dar'd_ 
this rtianly outftart, into fo avow'd a truft 
ia his own ferife of other's excellence ; 
Remark, howhecompells rcmot? occaflon, 
for thofe generous emanations of the heart, 
with .which he praifcs Dr. Garth and Mr. 
- Granvlffe." I was, firft, and always, chafm'd 
by this fine quality, the openuefs of his 
humanity, which has, thro* all his life, 
been his diflinguifhlng charaflrerlftic : The 
^em might have, as fitly, tied a Sky-Lark 
to a Bat,' p hop'd to ftrehgthen a Lord 
BolingSroie'i' admhiiiirstion, by the low, 
dark, back-beat doublings of his leather- 
l^ing'd aflKciate. When one foar'd up to 
light J the other tugg'd toward ccverture. 
Cqd makes the wprl^ Indeed, ^ore right. 
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, by oppolite influences; and therefore, I 
fufpeii, 'twill be infer'd, by a fair leveller, . 
you wot of, that he left to the D — I's care ' 
the governments of ftates, ■ — where the 
fame caufe produces different cdnfequenccs. 

Certainly, the (pirit of fublitneft reach, 
muft naturally love its own relcmblancc : 
What men love, they can't help prating. 
Therefore, I believe, you never read our 
friend P s miftaken, and too narrow com- 
ment upon Horace's Nil admirari : It is the 
never foiling mark of a true genius, to difdain 
all referves, and jealoufies, and notjee/ only, 
but proclaim felt tranfports, with effufion 
of Benevolence : No honeft thinker fees, with- 
out due deteftation, with what hair-breadth 
pinchings — out of praife, the creeping 
foul of a cold Hier ekes his bit, upon a bit 
of paultry approbation, under filly fuppofi- 
tion, as mcan-fpirited, and falfe, as 'tis im- 
moral, that wit lofes what it pays another. 

But I ath running on, as if the duke 

of. Marlborough's hiftorian had as much 

fpare time, upon his hands, as a recorder 

of more recent glories : I will conclude, 

Z 4 but 
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but not too haftUy. .Take firft - a wjih al- 

iQoft as long, as my letter. 

. Keep beahh, increafc wealthy taftc joy, 
draw lovfy do good, meet gratitude, live /cng, 
die pleas' J, and never be forgotten / If 
I poqid wiih you a -compleater ilring, you 
ihouid Wvc had it, or, becaufe men do 
hot wear necklaces, I would make £ifl; a 
diamond to the end of it, and fetid it to Mr$, 
MaJUt for Ajairing, fronj 

T^ar mojl ffeBionaii 
Ol>(dient Servant, 

A. Hui.. 
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7c» Mr. Mallet. 

^ept. 29, 1748. 

WHen judges, of acknowledged ifkill, 
find iikemji in a pidtnre, they de- 
light its painter ^ in proportion to his krtow- 
Icdge of their judgment } but I long'd to 
l}ave fQpplied> to one portrait, (which you 
fiiin would find the leaft refemblance in) 
with many warmlier diftinguiflied ftrokes, 
than I have fuffercd, to proclaim its whole 
length, and compleat original, from fome 
prudential cautions, which, quite alien to 
myicif, impofed refiraint, out of the 
wdghticr confequence* as having reference 
to another, 

I AM doubtful, whether I Co well remem* 
ber'd the too clofe connection, zeal is apt u> 
Jbold with indtjcretion^ in a very warm efiii- 
fion of fome heart-felt truths, thsU; have in- 
Icribed my epic poem^ to your noble neigh- 
bour at Batterfia ; and, therefore, I fufpend 
the publication, 'till I can be fure, there i» 
no room for apprehenilon, of fome kind ot 
other, which, in times fo little worthy him, 
may lay flroDg claim to his friend's care. 

I qWN'o 
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I own'd this fcxuple to my Lord himlclf, 
when I firil ient the papers^ about two ot 
diree weeks fince ; fo hope, it had no due 
foundation. But third hands interpofe raoft 
properly, which if you think, pray be fo 
good, to fee my Lord, and tell hinij that I 
have entreated you to take die trouble of 
conveying back to me, thoft papers, when 
he fhall have had the leifure to look over 
them ; and that I would much rather bum 
the whole, than publifb any finglc line, he 
niay have reafon to wifh paujed uf^m 

' At the fame time, you would oblige me, 
ftill much further, if you would be pleafed 
to think, and beg the honour for me, that 
my Lord would, with you, think, whether 
Gideon ought to give the Po»n natnc ? ~ or 
whether it had not better been, Ih Patriot t 
FrOTn the fa-ft name, might not Cant be 
apprehended ? from the ftatnd, would not 
men conclude fome quality, more defpica- 
ble > Yet. it is not quite ioipofiible, that 
there may rife an age, wherein ideas will be 
eorrefpondent with the wordtt that ihould 
«£cite them j and from that good pro^teSy 
mayjiot Patriot hope fomfl profcnt fardan^ 

I HOP^ 

CiqyiodtvGoOglc 
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I HOP* ;)fw^f, moan wfaati for my delay, 
in (&i4'mg back.XW Uitfi^rfield's Ftea:b 
punpht&t, upon aBittg t by the wi^, is it 
propriety, to call a book, that treaia aa w^ll 
,oitragii,%A of fpime a<3ioni The Comedian ^ 
It has many very ye^/ remarks, no neto.6ne.i :- 
they arc only generals^ and fuch as tend but 
to difplay, what ihould be done, without at- 
tempting to difclofc the art of doing it- The 
author treats his fubjed:, vnth a florid Uajt^ 
nefs. He ihews it, 9& earth ihews us trees : 
we Ice the /irdi«:A«, and confeft their Btau/^\ 
but the root lies underground, and we walk 
but upon ^tfurface. 

' 1 HAVE fent it flbw" to Mr* Mitlar\ and 
you will receive, at tht fame time, my Me- 
HOPE, lipon a plan, as near FoUaire% as I 
Could wring it, with iafe confcitnce. Let 
me fairly own, what 1 am truly guilty of; 
I undeftook this piece, upon a motive, more 
malignant than it ihould have ■ been j for I 
but fought to mendj with the bad view, to 
mortify him. Indeed, I wou'd'nt bear, with 
patience, his provokingly unreafonable va- 
nity, that treats it, as an aCt of downright 
impudence, when EngUjbmen prefumc on 
genius 
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genius fbr Tragedy ! But we arc anviWd 
into fuch inTenfibUity, to aH B'ench ii^u&s, 
diat I queftion> whether a c<mrt audience 
would not jfo-am at this afrmi, which I am 
Jhoi enougb to dream, delerves refmtment / 
There arc taftes, the French could lend us, 
vriiich, I fear, in truth, may be above our 
genius; butyitf^ taftes we Oiall hardly in- 
cline to borrow. They have other taftes, 
btlov our real character, and in tboftt we 
diink it Jamet to imitate them : jret, eren 
tcotafucbj I would not wifh our notice quite 
ttcduded ; I only think, they ihoiild be ufed, 
as you can uic Voituret be l»iUt upon, to be 
nifed higher. 

Yoo have firtd me, with more dian %. 
poetic curiofi^. to know, what ftrange~em- 
ployment /A?/ has been, to which you can 
have given a whoie week's application, to 
deferve the thanks oiftdure agesy and yet^ 
left it poflible to add, th^ may kmw notkng 
of the matter. 

If you have recovered your Fa^ FugUtiie, 
pray let her know, I am her humbld Ser- 
vant: Even thir^ years ago, I might have 
hoped free leave, to make that declaration, 
from 
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from the hufbands of fuch ladiesi as had 
rUn away from diem. The prcfent mif- 
chief of it is,that^0itf';, I (ca:^* has left you, 
Init as daylight does^ to rife upon you, with 
new luftre. Be that as it will, (to fteal a 
^afty for once, from the Twct* Cbronkiet} 
I don't fee, why ihe Ihould not let me know 
■tfae meritt or tUmtrit^ <rf my ptgray, hitk .* 
If it boidhd TBrft/w, which it had not/ Jt 
were pity, good-for-nabiftgt ihould be pro- 
-fogated.. But, if found deferving zfacaf- 
jSm, it ihall have a v«y long one taken 
,care for, by 

The mo/i oheMent^and 
Meji faitbjid Serventt 
Of ym bothy 

A.HlL£. 



T» 
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vFT'QK fi'bngliiDc, I Jura b^efi in»p^ 

X^ ,bkof thftftkkgybUj&r^i^kuKiiib- 
.titatifln to ^uUi^^: wli«*7 (ifl gfitfpkita) 

lustyweek. IiL;tiibttbi.if I h*ii^ been ajft«- 
pi^,l coold.claER^iM&tkiHtei-iti'aj^cof kft- 
ving paffed through purgatory. I^riy wifii, 
it had been, as i^ai, as the Rqm^ one. My 
days and nights have been" conCumed, in 
un-rcmitting /«rftiffv,.durifig jvhich, having, 
to very little purpofe, trod, and re-trod, all 
the maze of phyfical impertinence, I paiTed 
my time in praftice of a new Jcind of JumA 
poetry, which had only meafure, without 
meaningy and yet moved the paffiom, beyond 
any thing in Sbakefpear. For, either on the 
bed, or in it, I had no employment, but to 
turn myfelf half round, and then roll back 
again, like the cadence of a verfe, in the 
French Tragedies. 

I AM glad to hear, that you have Mr. 
Garricky for your- neighbour, and that you 
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are both- fo charmied with his late choice : 
I was conviacedj though I have never feen 
the lady, flic dcfervcd what'you fo warmly 
have afcribcd to her j for Mr. Garrick'% 
genius is too fearching, to have aimed at 
fuch a niark, as happinefs, in matrimony, 
and not hit nearly, Yetj of all the parts; 
wherein he fliincs,, I own, that thjs wa^ 
one, i did not thihk, he had been ftudying j 
bufdare anfwer for him, now he has got it 
by heart, he will go through it, with the 
amiablenefs, fo iiatural to him. 

I WISH t could find any ' words of force 
enough, to fliow your lover, and her inoft 
beloved, withhow fincere,' and ardent ^ i 
reipeA, I am. 

And faithful Servant y 

A. HiLt. 
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To Mr. Mallet. 
■ .-.-.■. ya„, 12, 174^. 

1L0ST you, dear Sir, as we lofe, in dreams, 
fomc friendly Jpirit^ that but juft ap- 
pears; to guide us to fome good, or guard us 
from fbmc evil, and then vaniflies av^y, 
without adniitting our .Acknowledgments. 

Soon after you was gone, I went to Mr. 
Garrick\ but he was abroad ; the moment 
I cxa. fee him, I wiU write ypu word, what 
place and time, he chufes for the reading 
of Merope y I fuppofe, , 'twill -be> as ufual, in 
"^i Green-room \ and, withfuch a. number of 
the aBors^ as muft all be prefent, with their 
parts, the fcheme of fixmg it, in Salijbury 
Court, had been improper, as it would have 

over-crowded Mr. R — «, and made a 

breach in play-houfe prafticc. 

X HAD a thoufand things to fay to you, 
and could fay none of them. A friend can 
only be beheld, in public places : note there, 
I one new, and noble preference, of fiUtude, 
to agitation ; when alone, I can, and often 
do, convecfe with you, uninterruptedly j -~ 
and 
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aad I cbuld do' it, were your Putney as re*; J 
n^ote, as Mr. Dobb'z north-.weft paflagtfi"^ 
Neither ahfence; nor' its next" relation, f^*'/^,: 
can feparate the fml from thofe it loves j 
ahd we lefs touchingly poJiefs immediate 
prefence, amotig crowds, than we embrace' 
ideas through the wideft dillances, in ndture*' 
Does not ficiety affiime a name, by no' 
means proper to it, when it difiipates atten-. 
'tion, by furrounding it too noifily ? Dif- 
traftion, In fuch cafes, fccms to me, to rob. 
rcfledioh of its noblcft property j and coffee^, 
boufisy reutSf and drawing-rtidms, are bnly^ 
hofpitalt of cure J for fuch^^ minds, as want* 
ing friendfhips, thoughts, aned. . innocence^ 
Eire charitaWy comfortoJ, fiom without; by 
a relief indulged them from witboufy be-* 
caufi^ they fee the detiilj as of^en as they look 
inward* 

With yourfclf, dear Sir, and Mr. i2— *— » 
(who is a very worthy man, and adds, ia 
many other of his merits, that of honouring^ 
you fincercly) — ■ your honeft Mr* Millar, 
and It fhall make up (any evening, when 
you come next to town) one figure, fliort of 
Charles the 2d's company. Yet coidd there 
never- be deficiency, where only one of thi-fo 
■ Vol.' n. A a &ut 
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foor (whortil won't name (6 ydu;and ybiir- 
felf will be the litft zt finding). fivourcd an^ 
tsoTi ilive, vith but j^^r imgle' presence. 

• HavinO enquired particularly, I find, it, 
was upon ^e Tburfday -^befiarc Chriftmas^ 
that the packet, you refceivcd but Tburfdt:^ 
left, wds carried to the Waterrhens Arms, at 
'^mgerford-ftairs. I am taolBoncd, by this 
accident, againft. all future trufting pircela 
Mwc, if PV^r can't be met vrfth. When I 
know what day will be affigned, by Mr. 
Qsrriciy for the reading Merspe^ I fhali en- 
treat the fiivour of your copy, when yoit 
come to. tbwbv that theiwaother maybe:' 
altbred by it,, for, in writing out, I made 
correfUotis, in fonie places. This, already^ 
cf.'t^ long alfcttctj yet, I cannot ehd it,, 
without adding a warm wi£h, and prayer, 
for Mrs. Mallet's health, and for the little 
all-fouls of her pratfling-faihjly. Would to 
Cted, the date^t.and colours, of their life,. 
were in your wfll, or hisy who isj with every 
ardor of rclpeQ, and gratitude, 

-.' Dear Sir/ ,;."'' .; 

3W mojfobligedy afe&ioitate Servatify 

, . . ■ , " ' A. tllLL.' 
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Tp Mr. Mai.LE'^,.: .■ : 

MO W does my dear friend * *HoW 
does his excellent Lady ? How does 
the budding fpringlets of his lofely family? 

I Was in town, at the ^amoloui "Mt. 
yQbnfon\ benefit, ..and found^ thfe Play his 
proper reprefentative, ftrong fenfei yngrac'd 
by . fw^etnefs, or decorum : Mr. Garrici 
made the moji, of a detach'd, and almoft 
independent charafter. He was elegantly 
jdrefs'ij, and charrn'd nue infinitely, hy an 
iipeiampled filent foree of painted action j 
j?n(i.hy a peculiar toucbingnefs^ in cadency pf 
voice, from exclamation, fipkipg into pen- 
five lownefiep, that both furpriz'di and inte- 
refted! Mrs. C/^^fr, tpp^ was be^utifiUly 
dreiled, and did the utmoft juilice to h^r . 
parL But I was forry to fee Mflbsmet (in 
M.r. ^-'-y) l94.-'lis influence of an attra^' 
iiv^^ure and degree the awfulncfs of an 
impin'ious SfiUany the ^prcfiive menace 
pf a martial conqueror ^ an^ the bcfc/eching 
ten4erne£ff pf an taxQxpx^J}}ligfQr> 'by an 
; - . . Aa 2 unpointed 
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unpointed refihjfnefs of leaping levity, that 
neither carried weight to fuit his dignity^ nrar 
ftruck out puffafe, to exprefs \mpaffions. 

.:-I"h*vc ^iven Mr. Garrick the ideas, 
he defir'd, upon the pajjions, in Eumenes; 
audi hops, ;toQ, have fatiaSed his doubts 
jibout the ;d>:^. He has, again rcnew'd his 
promife, to^XttMeropi coffle on,^as'f9on as 
poffible in April : And informed me, Mrs. 
C*Mer was a li^le ftaj-tled at ,the latenefs 
.of that feafon for it, hut coirfentedj.and will 
^t it up : and noijv as Mr. Garrick has the 
.reputation K)f good-nature, and fincerity, 
I hope, there is no ropm .for apprehending 
: difappointment. 

'' ' I TRooBLE you, dear Sir, fo often, that 

/I Jn' againft corraiBion, when Iventure to 

renew my hope, that now, as foon as your 

'conveniency permits, the Meropi will have 

"ihe honour of yoilr reading, to a few fuch 

" auditors^ as would heft lend her weighty in 

the reports of their opinion, fliould they 

give it favourably; — —This is feeming, 

"ftrangely, io forget, that you want ieifure; 

' But,' in truthj it is remembering, you abound 

-with gmdnefs. Were you but poffeflcd, 

" as eminently, of all other rights, 3rou could 

\ ky claim to, nothing would be more imper- 

*.- - - . •-' - - ' tinent 
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tmenti-riiari fome warm -w^fli^i'no^, «'' 
bcart,'m thofe, wbt^ know, aii316ve yoa,^. 

like ^ r ..-..■^ <:■,-.-■ -• ■ ■;■■.■• ■■ ■ ■■ ■■*>- 

.■: ... . jr:-:'j;oj' ■■: ■ s a 
Dear 5;>, 
— *:,'."" ' V. * -'v; - .■ Iv s z\ :.(.''r 
. TourmoJiJetiJblyppJi^'J^^^.^.^ z ^^ 

'jndfaitbfidSerhmi^, »'"""■ ^"'^ 

. ,: :■ :'i -;i :■- ■....;.. j^-^Ki^^i^- 

.. > • •• . ' • > < • h ."I L -. '.. ."ifia' t o> .t i ij '; .i .r ia 

■- . .;: ,■ - 'c; :!/'"! . :i snd I ,":::> 

--. ■■ V v'- To '^.-'Mai.let.''' <^'""''- ■"' '* 
,..,;, w^:. -.1'. r: r.j-wc •:'.'■.•- .-li 1 .' I 
■:j,.:b,; .) ; ',. iili.-; .'.. y^ri/as^ 1749a 

IH A D defjgn'd, dear Sir, that Mrs. 
Miikfs^^r^'yOid'youfiyfhQiiVi have 
been bettw A-e^.i-when I bcfeeih'd th<i 
honour, foriher,-offl' Uttle Corner, wltfiiii 
reach'of eyes, whteh had confidered and 
befriended her,wlth:fiicha jwfdal goodftefs, 
Bnt'thdhurxfoS Gaabcft^.BmJiJelUr, (whd 
has; S^d,' prcvented.me, in fending yoii . 
* copjy -and who tsUs ftie, too, he judged 
it proper -t6 fend one, hikifelf^ to*iriy Lord 
Bolingbroke) denied him time (he fays) 
to ^et fine paper ready : and befides (adds he) 
■ ~'. '. Aa3 with 

- ■ C,ql,lt!dt,G00glC 
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with a blunt mixture o£ ffiEcufca iKid od4 
good-meanmgy binding in Turkey leafber'^ ii 
both an abfolutely needUfs expence, and k^t - 
6ein zxpi.oDsv%/cme time. 

This is a wider ftretch of fajbion^ than 
had reached my notice .' feiit, at one and 
the Ame time, I have heard it, and per- 
ceived myfelf involved in a neceffity of 
yiHding--lt obedience: for the Plays were 
all 'work' doff — and, as I ftiould have been 
alhamed, to iend nvy Lwda common yap w 
one, I have felt much pleafure, from the 
humorous, h<Hieft"hexrted, arbitrary kind- 
ncfi, Mr. Millar flicMred in his correSiion 
©f liiy fSw^fej-and prefcription of a cheap- 
er unexploded one. 

I H ivVS lue^n fo ill thefe ten dajf%^; thfe 
I wis.fjMver' fance in tbwn, -Avtsfi fibey 
htought.da tlM Tr^edyr But knoW,-ftCowo$ 
you many. & fevour, thiit you ^wwenott; y^i 
youchfafed, tolet merfli^k you fof ':;:'Tb«}f 
wiU break out, however, and. btitiithMfti 
the fweetli&r, like_jvs*- viftues, for ^tf v^ 
you hold before 'em- I am, de^r Si|> -mor* 
fenfiWy, than you Would hav<.in!e twj 

TiuHicQ. 

A. HitL. 

L:,<,i,;<»i:;Goog.lc 
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:■■• : : :■-. .-";:.-' ■ : >^r^ H* »74% 
■-"•'©EAH'Sifty-'- - ■'-: ■-" 

THlS.mpnient, m -alighang from 
... the i«?(/£w"cpach, I -met the 'Fo^ 
piap, at my -g^tc^ who ^arVej into iny hands, 
your, fevour of la'ft Fridaj's.'^ate. ' I w^ 
extremely ve^ed, .on openi^ it, to, fee 
your Lady and Yourfclf arft, now, in j^rtipg- 
ton-Jireetj where (had I not concluded you, 
atPutne)/^ in .^hich.pl^ce^ .yqw \ylll.0nd a 
letter, from .-m^, .waiting , ypu) I wojjy 
i^ve bad the, >l}on(»^ tp have fhanlucl 
yWt for ypur.^efit.£w^ue«^tui »ery frknd- 
ly afls c«f gwjdijefs to rae,.;it,ypur breajv- 
faA hour tJiis mofning, having hren, iroqt 
Tcight to ten, with. Mr. Garrickt^X his lodg- 
jngs, and, thence, rcturhal direfily to Plai- 
3/8^, contrary- -tp my inUniian^ when I left 
-ikirpj, fori thought to have ftaid, in towii, 
,afid fe^n the Play, this evenings tut was 
litn^ered, by. a pleuritic pain, I could not 
have, fo long, fate eafy undo*. 

Aa4 You 
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You will perceive by mine; to Putneyy 
that I had defigiicd fome books —— your 
Lady's, and your own, particularly, fliould 
■Have been hahdfomelier dreffed — - and you 
will fmilc at honcft Mr. Millar[9. rfofon^foc 
pronouncing it <imtc neecijefs. 3e fo §[094? 
^tp transfer fome value, to tUefe iwo, for 
~Lady. Sandwich, a.nd Lady Talht, by tlic 
lionour of a fjaffage, through yo\ir own 
'Kand, from the author's j who is v^ry proud 
of the dijiindlion^ they vOuphfafed hig Me- 
ropi. :■ '■■ y ■ 

J I HopB to be in .town, once more, this 
|week, and time enough to find you there, 
'as foon as the explofion of the Green-park 
gewgaw, has Redeemed your end of London, 
"from the pitifiilextravagance of its fo weak- 
ly-founded tranfport. I hatis'that corner 
■ of the town, on your account, and never 
pafs it, without execration on the fali, it 
gave you ! Make the war mcft, and fince- 
reft thanks, and compliments, dear Sir, ac- 
ceptable to Mrs Mallet, and to him, of all 
mankind, whom Mrs Mallet wpul^ be 
nam'd with !• from . . ^ 
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Dear Sir, ■ '"" ■ - -^ '■':. ' 

IH A VE not been in-town, -fince I 
had laft tl^e - ■ iionoui;,,] to, addrefs .^ 
line to you,, VX: jirIirjgfOKtrJ}re^ ;. norwill 
i tell y9u,caore particulaxly.^^j^, th^ rfi^ 
in fpite of p^y endeavours, to jjffevent .public 
iV)tice, of afi ■ authors ni^ts -from ^krqp^y 
there ipread fome genjeral,; ovcr-tated ex- 
peftatjons from. it, tbat.I found-a'pault^ 
Hind pf ; caution, . MC/ unmcefffry^ tUl.,mi 
ciccumftatKfes iijft me out of this new mprT 
tifying fituation, wlych I lippe, will be the 
confequencp of one ^frw,, loneej, , i ^ 

1 HAD, yefterdaythe office, abftradts df 
my three nights benefits : "All (he ballaricei 
after their deduced charges,. ..came .but to 
one hundred and forty eight pounds. The . 
reheatfal of the foolifh firework mufick hurt 
my fixth liight, very -much: This profit 
is hot wfhat, I hoped it might have been'; 
but 'tis fo welcome, and well-tirhed a one, 
that I zmfatiified — I ihall receive it, m a 
day or two, when the firft'thiiig I do, fliall 
be, to fend your Hooefl: Mr. Millar's ballance 
to him. And permit me, dear Sir, once 
again 
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again to tell you, and forever to remember, 
and acknowle<^ jof worm fbafe of your 
great goodnefs to me, throughout all the 
Aages of this troublefome tranfai^iQa. 

' I AM uneafy for Lord Bolingbroke -^ 1 
mean, for the- odd, blaiik, unpoIKhed vrtv 
wherein the Play was fent' to him : ,Pr^ 
fct him right about it, when ydu go to Bar- 
fpfea: 1 will be watchfiil, tb prcvent'^a 
repetition' of -diis blunt new felhion, of ad- 
flreffing dedication copies, When they pu- 
bliih G/dlrOT .' whythat has riot; before now^ 
been done, XkncfW not: It has been, for 
Tome iveeks, rea4y^ PoffiWy, they appre- 
hend "the 7?^^, too much advanced : But 
in that cafe, they Cboiild have worked the 
Pr^ a little ,faAer ; I (hall, hear Uieir 
pii^fe,and k$-reafons, in adayor two* 

' SaV, for me, to your Lady, every thing 
' jrou know, \ ought to think, in juftice to 
her excellence ; and blefs your little prat- 
tlers, with a warmth, if poflible, more ten- 
'der, than your ufualone, by adding to. it, 
Aat of. 

Hear Sir, 

Tours &c. ■ 

"A. Hill. 
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■ --^ Mr. dfAffifkicfc.-- '-■ " ■ ■'-' 

: sm, ■ ■ .: ■ -.■-.:.:.: -I 

A^.~I htrvie. nef^-Iofl: yOQU}\iS'<^£gli(V 
and hearing, fil}cc.laftinwy%-mgfar, 
ib have I never ceas'd refletfbnig, what a 
[Ktf .'tib^'.'kh^ your ni^bbdnded pnwerf to 
<jiaril], in. 'every ibape, ihould t^tba. jxib 
yoiHr jauBience of thariraabieft itrarirpoiti 
th«t tortfwring ydu,m,ftift, .genteBJ,,rh*awi 
gonerou^v xitecadEra t ^.(S^;tod> -hymUt'Oii 
tntbitioq;; when'; you «ofidefccnd to -fliosr 
ydur ^nifs^^^ in little «8ios. iNpiMiiwer 
^^btfffi^'^lffit'the ^agle [fiw^fly fatp^i-*- 
'4>^t,; beirfg ^sja^e fia-;^ >W»r/wj:» htf i^w^ 
ftoopiogf.'tj^-^hei^i'j?^?"!^, ■ . , ; ' :: 

; -£>fTOd ,fafea;ft^rilKag.«faaa^9, las: you 
tofichl iw ; the i^tipky. -of, tnftnly:cptffi<MW, 
.filch -tewk'd aiSidn, ^inted piirpCKfie, ek>- 
-sqaeBcb^X)f;4oc^<'aiid f^gtttvted fbikti^ of atti- 
4iide,.areTrarc, and ndblc qodlitics, -batiof 
two ^tide Q^compaTs foxisJetter, at a twrver- 
■fation. rJ will endeavobr ■^to ■ cofivifice yoo, 
in a -fyaxx placQ, how Uetle I '~&y bf jrou 
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to'yourfclf, compar'd with what you make 
me feel, upon xia&JiibjeB. Accept, at pre- 
fent, a finall. off-hai^d P'^ur^ drawn, this 
morning, for a proper place in a large 
yqlusi^>'.ppw juft ready for the publick. 
lif it has deficicnces, I czn'tfind ouf^ It has 
.oiic5!?ra«g;tf one, wtiichiytifjdbHtiwbn'jt «r- 
feSt'^-^ wan/j flatt-ery. • . 1 _ 

' Xadd a Sketch, iupon the doiilfit, you 
ftartcd t'other day,- about the drdTs^^fiwiK^ 
»»-lhouId appear in. Some foch choice 
.as-'tbfe. Would carry with it^ a gayi ifrifcing- 
^nixtuce, of thefief^d^ and the here, and, 
trfthoQt bffendihgyottt, fo rightly wifli'd 
p&ypr'usty'i by omanMnts,- unfuited to ■hi$ 
-paftor^ circumftanqes, iMive a cbance t* 
fleaji, Wyond the jewels', whieh «bntraft 
it: and attract the. eyCj^mbre -forcibly. 

^ I SEE your time erigrofs'd,- by foch dj- 
verfitypf,;cares,.andcompanyVt)5at 1 hard- 
ly ki^w hpw .to!::t}iink it t^aTtftntble' fo 
hopcip ^dio' I w3l, fcmedmes,^ take my 
■_chanrfc,. in trying for k) that;! ran find 
you in a vacant Iraur. : When Ido/it' faavte 
,a ~wor4i:or ■■ two,- toT&y,, u^on ia birity I 
.loog..tQ,<mention tox/ou, for incfeafe,: if 

it 
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k w^rc p<jfliblc, of your peculiar power to 

move in thofe fine.^flr of voice, you fo 
inimitably fraBice ; You vidll comprehend 
it, in a moment. I am> 

Sir, .--,■• 

Tour moji obedient 
HumBU Servant, 

A Hill. 



' ' ■ to Mr. R- N. 

Jan. 16, 1749. 

WHAT a letter >ras my dear Ericnd's 
Iqfi ! and how, above all power to 
tell you, what you make hearts feel, are you, 
for ever rifing, more and more, after the 
warmeft lovers of your foul, «Z(/;'0«. fuppofe> 
:thcy have, already, feen in both, the higheil: 
.elevation, minds can ftretch to!' ButI fball 
know better what to do, than what to fi^, 
jand fo refer to a^ion, the effed oifentime^s 
I reaUy want the power to fpeak, or write : 
; and if I had it, could not eafe a quarter of 
: . the 
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the/4i'(/Wple^i}res, you, ib <lialt]f fill nM 
with, by fuch a pooc, and pajhe wity of 
owning: 'em. 

I WAS in town, on Saturday^ but only for 
an hour, or two j nor could Mr. Mallet out- 
ftay one o'clock, and left us : Honeft Mr. 
Millar could fcarce talk of any thing, but 
Mr. Ricbariifm ; he even wanted to have had 
a meeting at your houfc, for reading Meropi 
to Mr. Garrick, Mrs. Cibber, and God knows 
how many more : Nay fcem'd fo warmly 
bent, on this improper and tumultuary in- 
vafion of a place and perfon, (I fhall chufc, 
and feek a more ferene> and lefs diffus'd 
cnjoymeiit with, fome evening of the cur- 
rent week,) that I was loth to fay much, 
thai, in oppofition fo it, tho' it muft have 
held rtie on the rocky after not having feen 
you -for- fo long -an age paft I to hut fee 
:you, in a crowsJ, where fuch a pleafure, 
muft have. been divided into interruptiwis, 
that would more than half have loft it to 
me : I will only beg one happy hour or 
two atone, and afterwards, engage the com- 
pany of Mr. Mallet, and of Mr. Millar, for 
fome other evening, you can Ipare us, alto- 
gether, withmoft kifare. fiiit acquit you 
all 
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from all danger of the fcheme of inroad a- 
bout reading -Wwo^ J (which Mr. Millar 
grounded,! percciv'd, upon the great efieein, 
he told me, Mr. Gerrtck has for you and 
your opHnions) .as it, doubtlefs, is exped:ed 
by the Managers, as ufual, that the reading 
fhould be in the Green-Roomy at the houfc; 
to all the Adtors with their parts^ as call^ 
tben given 'erft. 

If it were poiBble, that one, who lore^ 
you, and admires you, as I do, Could tafte 
a noblir pleafure, than in reading you, and 
thinking of youj I ain always fure to meet 
with it, in ev)sry place, I go to, from the 
almoil only fubjeB^ I bear any companies 
agree upon, and that 18, when they talk a- 
bout Ciarijfaj and Clariffa's author ! — ^ Ta 
excel 3}^ — yet be Md by all, is one c^ your 
peculiar, and moft wonderful /rfr()g'<2//wj / 
Adieu, dear Sir, for I am entering on a 
theme\ I (hall be loft in, if I don't abruptly 
end, with 

Tour mofi charmed oblig'dy 

JiffeBionate and faithful Servant. 

A, Hill. 
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■ ■■" ■ Te- Mr-: Gabrick.- ■ 

:j6j«. ao, 1749-- 
SIR, : - : , 

IW A S in town laft Saturday y and left 
my naine, in !Kf/»g'^rwf, whfcre I wilh'd 
the pleafure, to have thankld you perjb- 
nall)% for the kind regard, which Mr. MaU 
teftc\\%raiy you Have been fo good to'fhew 
my Ii/Urop^. I (hall in a few days, come jup 
again, and wait on you, to bcgthe favour 
bryour- ordering a time fbc reading it, ho- 
ping, you have been pleas'-d to give direc- 
tion, for its being written inta/wr/j, that 
it- may be in readinefs, for coming on, as, 
I am- told> ypu are fo kind to mean it Iball, 
after '.the run- is over, of Irene-, to whofe ' 
)a$ttSor I wi£h all fuccefs for two ftrong 
reafpns, one, becaufe I hear he merits it ; 
and one, becaufe you are defirous, he Ihould 
meet with it. 

Since you confent to lend your anima- 
tion to Eumenes, I dare ventu.re, to fore- 
teU him foitonate : Mrs Cibben, once, in- 
fbrm'd me, {he ihed tears for l^rop^ : — — 
When Mrs, Giier weeps, who won't weep 
with 
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her ? Mr. Barry I never yet faw, but I pre- 
fume, he will be for Polyphonies. Caft 
the whole, I beg you, Sir^ to your own will, 
andjudgmerit: lam fure the Play will b« 
the better- fOT i^». ■ 

I ADD only this deiire, fand be^ your 
partton for my^ pi'eflihg if)itltat is tHewmtdr 
iffijfies apacej- ^diif ■'gbodnefi •will Indulge 'this 
piefie, with fiiii&'iSi^'nab'fe care to put it for- 
ward, that it'"^may'cbni^ oTi; aS fobn as' yotr 
can poflibly admit it ; and Tfhdl! feel myfelf 
©blig\i, and always prktefally SckncAvledl'd 
ilj on every dp^jw^tunity, ■ *hkt' -falls. Wifhm 
ihwpower oi '■ '■'" ■'" ■' ', 

'■'•"■ Sir.'' '■' ■ ■■'^;" ^ '. , Ir 

Tour moji obedient t 

^d mofi humble Sefvant ;_■'■■• 



voL.n. Bb- ' ■ r» 
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,7fl ^;". -Gar?ick;. 

IH O P E I n|ay, abo^t t^ um9) cpii- 
■ gra^Mlate yo^c ^ retufii to town» bulf 
aija oblig'4 to:.49 H ^ i.lKt^, un4pr.tor- 
tm:« of ft p^, in the \s,k fific;, ^t | cj^ 
hardly ,fit to write. 1 . Aif^ppfe ypt* he^c^ 
that Mr. B^^y 1m4 de<;Uu)H4 tfee pjirt. oJf 
PJ^biis, SiS well »s,thfit Q^^olj/pbp^^s, IV^> 
Berry y if .you pleafe, fliould l^ys it. %Bfl 
the H;^A PnVy? may be aflcd by any body^ 
wbo tan fpeak articulately. 

I AM but little mortified, at all tbefe dif- 
appointmjentfi ; for^ it is oijt ;^ou alone, that 
the Tragedy depends, for its reception from 
the jyublic : You will infjnre, too, Mrs. 
fritcbard, and give animation to the reft, by 
reading the Play to 'em, which, again, I 
beg moft eameftly, I may depend on : For 
it is a wifh, I have at heart, to fhun the pain 
of doing it myfelf, to, a capricious ^ett of peo- 
ple, who becaufe they muji, will have re- 
gard, for what you bid 'em think, and un- 
dcrftand, to the Play's advantage. You 
will 
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W3J evca giw! me the fineereft pleafare* 
by -eaiGiifing. me, at the reixarfah .' I fliall 
l« of Qo nfe, there, at all ; or, if therd 
flioiilclbr, poffibly* Ibme little point, where-^ 
ttL. l.tnigbt be thou^t fo, let mc fetdv 
i^ iffkh 7«i/, Sir, and npt ^lo, I beg it 
gfjjnm. j 

. Pj.EAfiE't« twr out the old Prakgtte, and ' 
fbA BpiiogUf, Bsid let tfae^e altttid oties be 
jwt, la place of 'em. A friend cfmine 
.VM . ^viijng taSf to give the laft, a lighter 
tuiioi which would not, perhaps, have been 
-^teroa^ had Mzs. Giher been the Meropi, 
tjecsoie firoffi a fofi-bokihg, , maiden^like, 
'^vsxj^arti (fudi as iw-j; the point of jolw, 
in- dbaWr mtendrei.^ catches ipirit from fur' 
PriaXj dnd makes the maatonnefi attractive ; 
but tfaa& tuma, from a kok^ and /ona^ of 
<h£re»Ent appearance^ make but told impref- 
fioo} though in all things, but the l^^ 
and T^&i^, thdr merit may be equal. Idare 
venture to- infure Mrs, Pn'tcbatdiai great 
afrpkm^ in this grave addcefs, as flie could 
have expeded, from a ^ high one, Jia- 
foT^d to the full reHJh of ^t,faJhion. 

Prav, let me run no hazard^ of your 

chugin^ it to a, remiffnejty that I beg to 

Bb2 b^ 
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broxcufcif :iV»m-^*rjti amtiddimes^- (jtt ifii« 
iccafion. 'Tlw truth is; ■;I fcej united diere;- 
iat^ force, xii vanity ^ wvh tuchafieAiemfs-o£ ' 
g&tmsi' that'J-iflmn to"- mortify: a^fi^r^J 
mDttifying:ii/£/rt, :to no purpofe ; 'you are 
itgipmiTi ycnicfelf} i^ciarc an^finghi b^e 0i 
our theatric world : and fer from mcaraflg 
tills, as compliment, I am fo folidiy con- 
Mnced, that' it 'is plain,' ani! hoiieR'iriitb, 
srad thatithepe is no promlfeof- aUkfeUfeood^ 
that I ftiill «ver live;' to fee '-aftsf^i*-! aStg 
■rife, with jw«'^ capadty; totafte, iriiprwoi 
!Or..cven fo,etBnprehend,'the «/e of fiich..» 
Sydetri, asiLiiad defighed.tb '.pt^lt^^iA^ 
,I\am, how,,d';terrained againft primtis^ 
Ja' at . ali,-:rl>ut -will ahftraft :the ■ ejfehcr..s£ 
-k, in a caiirfc of fphpatp letters, fctyont 
pyin >infpeftion finglyr and they ihidl't^ 
. isot yoU,l-aE I can fevciJeifufe ta fcieia, anfl 
la abridge theit fubjei^sj.'^'^^-Ycna Av^l fiiiil 
.things ufsiyi, and 'nt^: oitnfhoni Un;'cDii: 
amd whatever you thiriJc proper. to illM^etet 
:by yaar-.pr.aSiice, wJU .be b4ter underfejod 
• iauid prdpagjUd; by eifejft ; x£. your, exam- 
-jft^, than frcm all diff .ffe'fir^ of a (tead Tca- 
foning. .;v ■ ,, , . ■. I' ; ■M\■^^,\ 

"• -I LATEL'y faV.hbw-Rirfe^-^^yi/^^^his 
•will be fcudd-whc^, yh^i itfteated a'-ftrong 
' ^ " '■■ "^^ ' fpcech, 
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ifwet^,. -or two -ffpi^ ■Lear^^^a,d -r-Ta/Kr^^i 
|;;ghiC^v'4, witii^ g^(it delight,- JjoWj paiRitT 
S^^iy.riyW bf(?aght.,the '/-^owij.ifiFft/ ii}^ 
yPH?. -^^i. bflfor^e .you j^^e. a i^yilM'le : ' aii^ 
tJj^nfX^with .w}iat adapted, zndf/aeheiicferf^ 
jgLUCi voice re^iy^i .and threunoufj the j^t 
^*e«?».,;tj^.^is iin^le giaftery^-iyoujiav^ . 
gt pncC] - concciv'd, and; eKecut^:7z^r^!s 
jio^leilfc^emctof ejfsellettce^n a^ing j agd 
ypq ^re thfr ^ aSior^ iw;hq,has (cycr F^l^ 
OP upt^rftoqdjit, rightly. ' Even your o^ , 
Sbakefpear, who came neareft to the appWr 
henfion, mifs'd it, when within an inch of 
making it his own ; Seathie, .appatentlyi in 
ppeof.manyplaces, I will Ihewr you> in lof 
>vnyngs.-_, J •/.-,;„.-._ . ,„., 

r Stiffenthe^n^'ZjJi, fummon upthei^ii^y - 
!..Xond fierce, aad: dreadful afpc£t, to the 

. ; .;; ; .■■ eyty .■■..' .'. 

.'^Seffco/^rfAfclofe, arid itfetch the 'Mo^/V/ 
-■ ■ ■• WKte'.- - - - '.'"■/ ■ 

'': tlofd hard ilp:c hrfiat^, and bend up every 
fpirit, ' 

Td ixsfull ijeight - — 

, Neyer was rule, laid down, with more 

jncchaii^a! exa.ianefs, than..this:is, for re- 

B b 3 " prefenting 
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preicn^ng anger-. Bu*;" ffle errot^ was, he 
plac'd the cart before th« hvrj'e j forlet but 
the //^ line exchange /^/w», with thtf 
^mW, an^ the fpeech begin with — i<Mrf 
^ff, arM'dreadJulaJpe'Bt&'tbe^e, ahd be 
IwdlaJd tfie^fyftem^rt»,;at-;^ftrbfcc,'ift^ 
die cleaat^ light of TuHurf'Toe the "A»*#. 
as the liiMs'now ftarid. whJchis'rahg'ii as 
an^i!?, will. then appear the cduje, as It 
Aould be, arid all the noble piftures f(Sl-r 
lowirtg be no other, than its natural con- 
fequetiees. 

WouL-ti to God, you had no fliarir irt 
ifec patent! (I- am fure, you have ndhe, iH 
your merit's daim to it) a genius, fuch 
as yours, will always hold poffeffion of the 
public favour; and there never was a time, 
wherein fo great, and fure a fortttwft could 
be made, by playhoufc management, as 
in the years now riflng : I willj fliortly, 
give you many reafons for itj ^ — one, not 
the frnalkft, is from a new praftice, that 
has fpread but very lately, throughout all 
the /cboojs of England to accuftom yputhi 
to adting physj at breaking Up, and other 
feafons, before great a^fembliei of their 
friends : and this inures theni to theatric 
tafte, \?hich ftipHs i^ to 'cm, for their 
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vboU lives after._ May all accidents con- 
cdt'''^tit this -to widen your gttod prdJ{)o*S6 1 
Uii-i&ry't&rAtSAy *iie with of, 

Sir,- 

Tour moft obedient, 

And affeSiiondte Servant, 

A. Hill. 



B 



^0 5ir. Oarhick. 

Juy II, 1749, 

r ^tJEVfe Wie, (fear Sir, I poffefs a pka- 
, J fure, of tlie riobleft kind, in hearing, 
you aVow the j<^, wtiich eVery hoUeft heart, 
that knows,, how much yott merit it, muft 
take a large, and voluntary, pari in. May 
■its cOritinuarice fee jneafurcd to you, by the 
length of your two lives \ -— Tliat is to 
fay,.m»iy ihotb live on, increafing in affeBiohy 
as your years ihcreafc, and then, at laft, si- 
bout the middle of next centuiy, drop, arrn 
in mmt together. 

Bb4 *^^ 
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,A« to ^c Ift^, aft of JWlfrfl^/,;. I r^jier 
chuie to break tHe fcene, than^ an added 
beauty, offuch ftrilcing force, as that will 
carry, which you hinted to ,rft6. The 
chief difficulty will be found your painter's : 
For, confidering, how fil'oWSSa a confixfion 
has, before, been reprefcntei^to the audience^ 
in the fpeech of C/ir/cfej, ''t\vUl call for all 
the pencil's art, to fill the temple (throi^h 
fide openings, feen twixt columns, Handing 
feparate from the llanted fceoes, which aic 
to be fet back, as far as pofllble) with fuch 
fignificantly . bufied/ groupRs . pf interefted 
people, as were fpoken of in the defcription, 
and"^ to ' le'flen off their view, in gradual 
depth of ^eep;/^,So as ja. ext^^dtl^e pfiofp^ 
\vith fcarce a ienfibl(:.4iitiniSion, fi-pni''tiie 
teal life, before, and .pear the miliar j iuch^ 
AS. the kneelinff gu^en'iinSL\-pofiratigU3X^, 
.together with the|/T//^/, and.-y/r^/ni -^-f 
while the bleeding bodied of the '/yr^ni, 
^^nd of Bfox, 4)ould lie feen above their 
heads,, as fallen," in ' different,i2////i;d'«^ upop 
'the footfteps of thd. altai-^': that £?«»»«(« 
.'ftands on... .,/.' ' "' .'. ,_\]" "[ 

You was born with genius, for dr&md- 
^ic beauties ; and tfc^ fcene, as you con- 
ceive 
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ceivc it, may be made the mod magnijicenty 
that ever clofed a 'TrMseh^ L, will not fail 
to fend you,"very ^n, the alterations, 
w^<ih thc.'SYritten part requires j and in- 
dced, fhall never pleafe myfpjf Jb.iwrit as 
,)itben.lCTeeufq^oar nc^^ns i.,^o];Iie«j;,-thw 
j^^l be 4c^i7n,froi^ polurc', and madcctf^/'Sr, 
ag.aU i:r.^V,fl]eanjing&Qugbito |)ej5^4 f4]^ 

tS.Gpd, (I can'xJielp.wlfhi^it^ag^inJ i^c 
J^ga■^wa^J^urs.aloIte h^Xynil growa ^icl^ 
jpind" wo^^ pfpvince unden .jour aire^ji^z 
j^ndrtis jaty(_^^/;6fj(^W/i^ouTdbejw^j,,aii^ 
^s^nyof the gain another's^. X^n^ ■- -. ,^ 
V- 1 ■ ■' ■ ■ f 

\^"'' X)ear'Sir^ -. ;../ /' - ' - _^ 

■:-. : .; -^--^fxsft faithfully ;^ni imfi- "-. '■ ■ 

oJ .-.'i,-.' liji I ,V •, , ,-:... ■■■, .; ■;.. ['■:■ -; 



.STff 
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'.■■; ';;': 'Y^_jfr.GARftrcit,'_ ;, ■ ; 
— ^' -^ -^ ■■■■ - ■' -^.3.'*^4^^ 

fj-- Dear Sir,' , 

I^W A^S Aot well, T*!iriiTl writ tb you 
iaft.noffor fdme mxirltliSfcftfirt-e ; nor 
ini Ii'yet, to?iice*fr6iVr-a-fti-oftg; nervous 
VMV,' .that ■ grew greatly heightened by k 
irtfA^/IgoHn^^ar-donUnlbn's':' 7?^ warm*d, 
fcy a pvticipatrbn of LEA^Vrenffirtgly in- 
iniit^ley>(7/«^j / v^kh permitted hw, id 
take no notice Gfi&^uiw^iihta.i,l!hii hbUfk 
was fweating in", nor of ah ii^fB kbindoio, at 
my neck, in an o*/*/ corner, I had wedged 
myfelf into, for fhunning interruption of 
the promifcd pleafure^ I climbed thither 
to enjoy j and which I did, in truth, enjoy, 
luyond dl Wonder^ and example! This 
fmall circumftance, oi feljy I tell you, to 
accchmt -for my late letter's being too far 
4lillaat frtHn iu fcqnet 

\ You may pte^ to rocolledt, we, once, 
were Ipealdng of the ufi^ Jbme writer i would 
liave MloTi make, of looking piaffes : 'Tis a 
ftiff confiraint, upon both mien, and memory, 
and never, but at me time, necefiary, to an 
a3:or of true genias '. aad that time is only, 
till 
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fill heliks' attainlfl the'bal>ti,hy /M-'grcfat 
i?fia^fs ill -Kis i^/-(4i/ and trft^lts, to- ball oiit 
tlpon i' moment's wartiiftg,- lany prffnreyhj 
kfpaj^s. If.- ■-."-- :-;■■' 

/ Ip,indee4> witho4t:d^t«adIncfii- froaa* 
previouB pfaftipcj he.icxpfefts" his .^ii^ 
&oiiId regulate hU. Jt&iont lie beg^ af 
tile wrpng.Qodi ajdi^Hl perplex, and over^ 
charge hSe mm/^fyi For, what a multitude 
fif trrefit ' ia'. his ^i, and g^ure^ ratift ho* 
firft, diffSQVer, /irrc, and tedioufly waftft 
time, in ftudying how to remedy, befort 
he can go on, to add the ornaments^ where 
the mainlM^ding is not p^rft^ed ! Ima- 
gine, he would palat y^, datutaUy, and 
that he -hafi not yet conceived the fammary 
method, he fiiould ArikSe it mit by : In this 
cafe, perhaps, hit gl/\fi ^t^AQs^-i. 6tow lofii^ 
bent, or cloudy — hia »ff(4 pende»tiiy id 
l^ed — bis ^e4^ ficK, gracefully thrt)Wn 
backward, and elate •'^-^ perbaps . an ,afi^ 
fwings languid, or bang& modonkefs*-— . 
his b^ckhofte^ probal^y} is unereft, or (pring'- 
Icfs — and h\% joints not braced) nor fw^U 
Kng out their Jinewit to a firil extent -*-* 
His glafi may Hiew him tbefe^ and many 
other Jpiritlefs deficiences, which will ift* 
&x^&. hie eye^ that he has n6ne of^t^'j ixa* 
preilions. 
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pceflioiis^ Nay»:.,hi^,.TPTr;4^rv; w4t_Hput. a 
^/(jfTj .l^e^p, wpi^4 t^lV^if" ^^^f> -4ill more 
•feaii^ly:, for, J^.hi^i goabpatiit^. (fieak 
under fuch flack propenfion, he wqaldrfiad 
that, tho' his ixnce was raifcd, it could not 
c*rry with-it any foUnd' df ^^^f-^— liM'tho' 
the-7eMj£iof ■what-he fpokc,' wftgc faptiff^ 
In defiance of _/^rfl'/««/A(%5,'lii6:«?flf Woul^ 
be ' a- murnful-osa^ dfid' not ckpfe^ ^ ^H^' noli 
otiprightiimfsi . And -thro' how aiWrA,. and 
jnti-icate. a ia^rinih;'.:rax\& h^Qia£uiooks and 
/AMI, and poJiitreSytAl histyeslmid'ears, are 
fetisfied.! .t -. .. ; ■:! i. , 

Whereas, had iurattaEn'<i-(before) a ge- 
neral, readincfs, at m&rki$g- p^dn^V ^ F'^r~ 
ticulariz'd>in the compendi:uW,'^\aA ^ eajy^ 
mbmentaiy, habit^ had d^tiffered- hiih,^rom 
all this lahourl he had <>n\y frntpdyvoth ah 
exa/teH eyetfTOw, furuing zt the iatne time^ 
all h^ joints, — and he had, in an inAant, 
hit the piBure, and the found, at once, pc-i 
caliar to the^to^M, he deflghed to itiniate, 
Hiiforebfod had been fmooth and ope^ j — - 
his eye pleafed, and fparkting ; — his neck 
raifed, ycftoming eafilyj without the fmalleft 
jiiffhefs, tho' fo ftrctched, as '^ it added to 
hv&Jiatttre. His breaji^ too, had been infla- 
ted, and majeJiicalfyhac^tniA->^^\s back- 
bone 
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fop^ er^ft -T-i- ancl all h'l^jcants; o£ fsms, 
wjift^, jatiger^i- hippsi il^nees,- ancles,- i^h- 
Arungt and braced, lx^dljf^~rr Ha4 he n^ds 
ft^'3^1 m.thls.pofitioa, it hjadbeen,^ ^\^. 
trod oil «'r^*jh?d he, fc, tried to fpeakfttp.^ 
j^, in all. its '.mi^^i would hfiv? l?otjSL.^ifAx^, 
to . eveiy accisnt It 19 ijot poifiblc». ir^df«d, 
it flioold be. otherwile ; for , having copded 
the: propriety of nature's owv imprefiions, 
tutture, yf^^^artimtafeshett rightly.makes 
fuch zrt feem natural: to the infony ofa^ors, 
whom you have the pain of bearing, but too 
often J Men, who, with a glib, round; roll- 
ing, , emptinefs -^-- a leffoft-like, unfeeling 
f^obibiUty of circulation without cadencfy i&oH 
away (felf - latisficd) from one o'erleapcd 
. diftinftion to another: cbmpr?behding no 
p-operties-, of thought, or look,- or ipufcle : 
«nd fo vociferating only, whete.jjbicy' think 
they Jpeak, are qever i»»mj<i/, .themfelvcs, 
and, confequently, can^tEtevKT touch .atheri. 
.But they fency, they acquit themfelves, 
beyond exception, if Aey hurry out a 
literal, cold, unanimatedj-^w;^ j^f V'-and 
leave, behindi iW/pfril, In awriter, 

T . 3uT exclufiveof the^^^'day'spratSjcpy, 
.during which (at.firft), .theJwii//, once -for 
-al^.is gained corof^tii)i;^,'9f- adapting. W^, 
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wAA-nthftU- ift ^ mbdiclic^ ^itffei bare fio 
furtb^r vfe-y to ^Hf al stftocs i -Fch- iii !»-• 
toral c(Ni£eqaence of ui' kn{H!effion^ nui^ 
cttlar «nd men«4,' eVofy attitttde; 4iat (^Air% 
tftnnot fad to bo -a ^i^oper ^re ^ and thoici 
that beft become thit ptflion, »ia'd at, will 
arHe fpontaneooity > as fiifl, ostfaey are wan* 
ted; juft as words iivreft ^'^r.* more, or 
l^s, indeed, expreffit'ely, as th^ ccMice|>tioa 
of their uOerery is - a clear, oi a confafed 
one, 

But the: oaljr oerfain a,dvaotageou« oie pf 
the tomptftt&um, for an art of pi0uriitg i^ 
paeons, to To fiipreme a in^n- of that ai^ 
as you alrea^ ate, is in a way^ to eafi 
ydwtjudy s by a courfe of memmattdum Jir 
gures, sefere&tial to a note took, proper to 
each port, of eonfequcoce* And marked 
with all 'a&p^ffums, and apt bints^ of ftrikinj 
9^6rtumiUL, for aittitudc. 

T]»E mi^ortune pf it. is, that cekkratcd 
iiftpi^, whoipi the public eagernefi allows 
fmall /f//^.r^ to, will find ~ thcnt&lves (as 
^tffj, in general, go) much more put to it, 
to mtet paflions, than to rtprefent 'crM: For 
in nMHiy wriNrsj there are, really nme at all j 
aid/fsp (even where they art) tsKd^isfova 
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Siakif^ar,' T»af*k'&m, fo as' to be "finSJjft-y 

too, they change rapicH^f, andKcclofcTrp^iip-' 
fed together ; and ibmetimes again, divided 
^tmaftiwfcrigths of/o^fl/'rcfie^(m,"and 
declamatopy-Wiu^^%; which (though rtidft 
of eqn iniriv'tably fine) ate riot to be expref; 
ftd t^, or iiiciuded within,, any of \ht^pajt- 
onsy maricpd iji the compendium. Yet, re-^' 
q.uire. to be Jiruck out, upon both eye and 
^OTy by ceitaan apt, and animated paintings^ 
ekgant and graceful, tho*" not pa^onatt. 
So that, to fep^rate, and note down, tfiis va- 
riety of changes, where they are, or fubfti- 
tute fome pemitigs, to Ti^ly their abfencc, 
where they are not, lays great weight upoa 
the Jiudy of an able aSior j who difdains, 
as you do, to ikim furfaces. 

There arc other paffions^ of a complex 
kind ; which cannot be reckoned as ^a- 
matic ones, and yet are to be rcprcfentcd, 
by fubtraBing from 'em. A^ when you. 
arc painting bope^ you borrow half your e<y- 
louring, from _/(?/; but take the other haH^ 
from grief, becaufc hope is not certainty z 
'tis mixed with douk, and therefore, tho' it 
aijt« a fmiling face, and elevation of the eye- 
brow, yet it leaves a kind of languid tone 
upon 
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^. So, that it }ffould^ifc!jiaFgc.j<Mir-»w/aw3?^ 
^a,needlefs ^ad* i^ when ypu go aboiit^ 
to,j(lu(iy ,a;nm,Mi;tj^O(^ ^vik^ ,01) purpofi; . 
for it, a littl^.^ffiv*'^ potQ;.|)pQk:/Tben,. 
85 faift, as yob &t^(rn the .paiJioos^ 6. to ek- 
(fffwWn^ the part, draw, under jhofe, yoti 
fo diiccrn, ^lack /m«,'and rift/, alternatively^ 
^o prefervQ each difference' difiinSi (whe- 
djer dramatic pafliori, complex paffiqn, 70-. 
pic,ot rijieBion) and, in the fame ink, mark 
the margin^ with i^Jngle figure, onctwo^ 
three, four, ^and fp on, in lucceffive order. 
Each fuch^arf Ijut referring to its expla- 
naiion'y in the ''note book; where, at the 
feme mark J infert it-ia/" paffion, grace, or 
elegance it-,i.s;,and tf^A^, all prpper memo- 
r^t^um'^ on the -attitude, -i^f^f,, .freaks of 
TO3f cf J and other (Jfii^/fVj,, which concern th.c ' 
/flrt¥ jou -proppfe .to et^prefsix with : and 
which you would make eafy to recurr to, 
againft aiyr future, call, for" the fame re- 
Preje^tatim.. . 

Whenever, top cxct^veiyjat'gued, you 

CMk't allow yourfelf the neceflary time, for 

fuch 
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&ch a poreing application, alvi^ays pleafe to' 
rtcolleft, that I ixn idler', and command 
mti with the abfolute power, that k've, and 
admiration have made yours. For, I (hal! 
flever think myfelf more pkajingly employ- 
ed, than when I execute your orders. 

Let mc now, Icll I forget it, add a.note,. 
which our late ^Mff with France, has made, 
a timely one. . 

If ever any painter, (latuary or engraver ^' 
in die world, had . fuch creative pow^r^ 
as orie life'-pai filer has, whom nature lodged 
in Mr. GA.^'Rlcvi's fancy ^'tis in France, he 
muft be looked for. ■ They have their innu- 
merable prints; all filled in maflerly per- 
fc<aion, with whatever is, or was, moft 
celebrated, in the hijiory-piecesy and Jine 
ftatues, of antiquity. And a well-chofen 
col/eSiion, from the l>eli of thefe, would 
furnifli inHnitc Jupply of bints, to fo compleat 
& judge of attitudes, as I here, wilh 'cm view- 
ed by. I fay bints, becaufe, in many of 
the vcrjjineli of 'em all, there are dtfeSts^ 
which you could redWy. For you will 
fee, with pleafure, _ they grew chiefly (as 
I everywhere obferved, in italy) frpmfome 
anncnjff^remifihefs, in x\\t joints, that lamed 
Vol ir. C'c the 
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the purpofed ammatioN^ in the pofture i aifd 
you cannot fail to draw a proof from that re- 
mark, how much the painters may im- 
prove, by copying M.v:Garricky and what 
little room there is, for bis improving, hy 
the painters. 

My bead, and fingers^ at this inftant, have 
too much of fuch a languor, as thofe pain- 
ters lamed their purpofe by ; or, I had 
made this letter a ftill longer one. YoulT 
fmile, perhaps, at the fenfe of your efcape, wid 
Cry, 'tis long enough already. — Take it, as 
it isy dear Sir, ■ Ms from the heart of^ 

Tour moft Jaiihful Servant. 

A. Hill. 
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"y ' To Mr. GARltrcK-.. 

' - ' ' -Jug. 28, 174 

I Think, dear Sir, my I^/i was near a 
tiibbth ago, ever fince which, my cruel 
pahtshive teen fo violent, and unremitting, 
as to Eofc.mc ofthe power-of paiUng a few 
dtjrs,' at P»/9py, tho' provoked by ray dear 
^aetsd Mr: Mallet's iofbrmatiorij th^ you 
^aha nedgfeb(Mw,..and:had been fogpqd 
to purpofc dining with 1^9^. there, fame day, 
when he could tell you, I was with hini. " 
Againft this week; I :had^ begun to hope for 
fpirits, to have got that length, but am pre- 
vented now^.till, Mr. MaHft'i return from a 
ihort journey into Hampjklre. 

■■^^Xet me boaft it asa/rw/", that ydur 
idea can give pleafurty that furmounts the 
fenie oi pairiy that never man was under 
Jharper, than I fuffered, while I wrote the 
new fcene for Eumenes. I was forced 
to &\ your fpeecb \x^n the altar, with a* 
great a weight of fentiment, as I had power 
to reach, becaufe the fpjrit, the furprife, 
Cc 2 and 
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and dignity of attitude, wherewith you will 
be ieen, fo fuddenly, and in the ioftant of 
fo ftrong an a^iof trium^, muft alarm an 
expeBat on in the audience, that will /•wal- 
low every word, you utter, in fo promifing a 
pofture. 

It is a writer's happinefs, to tbinik for - 
one, who Jpeaki, as you do 1 If his words 
\i2.vf meaning, yoii enforce, and make it 
fierce : and, if they want it, you fupply 
ksfieming. Dear Sir, live long ! and evezy 
•Aa.yraoxe.ble (fed (I need not fay more knxd) 
ihan other ! 1 am, :....' 

■ Tour mofi faithful '. 

And affeSfiomte buml>7e Servanfi 
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To M-. Garrick. 
■ Dear Sir, 

TILL the provokingly dclay'4 conclu- 
fion of my chancery affair, I am com- 
pelled to .patience, under many incoiiveni- ' 
cnces : and of late, to fome prudential caii- 
tions, mortifyingly , inconfiftent with the 
^'5;',. I- feel, in teeing, and in hearing you. , 
'^is well, 'tis but a' tranlicnt cloud, that 
wlp Uow over, in a term or two ! and in . 
the interim to make myfelf the befi amends, 
I can, I purppfe.to invade you as a written 
vifit^r J but beg, before you go to France^ 
you '11 let ine hope, at leaft, one happy- 
day, at P/aiJiow, where you Ihall be enter- 
tained, with a plain paftoral fimplicity, as 
if you were ampng yourihadesin Elis. 

- I 'Im obliged, and charmed, beyond my 
power to iay how much, by the attradfion, 
ilifro^/ derived from your inimitable force 
of genius ! It had left me more than fa- 
tjsBed, if you could, poffibly, have given 

me the advantage of a better feafon. 

As it is, I am contented, being very furc, 

you did not, without difficulty, 6nd it 

G c 3 prafticable 
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prafticable to affign it, even the interval, 
•wherein you made way for it. Will you, 
dear Sir, be lb good, a» to fend mc your 
office abftradts for my three nights, with 
a receipt, fuch as I ought to fign ; and 
it fliall be returned you ' the day after 
I receive it, by my daughter yobnfoiTy 
for whofe coming you will pleafe to have 
the ballance ready, in a Bank mte^ and 

excufe the trouble. 1 am' quite a' 

novice, in this hne^t road ; and quite a 
ftranger to the rate, you fix your nightly 
charge at ; but I know, I may depend on' 
every a<S of kindnefi, and of moderation^ 
where it is to Mr. Garrick, I muft owe its 
regulating. -And, dear Sir, believe me, 
ever, with the moil fincere affeftion, 

four THo/i faithful obUg'd, ■ 

Jnd obedient Servant. 

A. Hitt. 
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To Mr. Pope. 

Jan. 28, 1730-1. 
SIR, . 

YOUR anfwer, regarding no part of 
mine, but the concluiion, you muft 
pardon my compliment to the dofe of 
yours, in return ; if I agree with you, that 
your letter is ■weaker, than one would have 
expected. 

You aflure me, that I did not know yon 
fo well, as I might, had I happened to be 
known to others, who could have inftrufted 
my ignorance; and I begin to find. Indeed, 
that I was lefs acquainted with you, than I 
imagined : But your laft letter has enligh- 
tened me, and I can never be in danger of 
miftaking you, for the future. 

Your enemies have often told me, that 
your Spleen was, at leaft, as diftinguiOiable, 
as your G^maj ; and it will be kinder, I 
think, to believe them, than impute to rude- 
nefs, or ill manners, the return you were 
pleafed to make, for the civility, with which 
I addreifed you. 

Cc 4 I WILL 

L,i _ Gobble 
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I WILL, therefore, fuppofe you to* have 
been fcevij}}^ or in paih^ while you were 
writing me this letter : and, upon that fup- 
politlon, iliair endeavour to undeceive you. 

If I did hot love you, as a, good mafj^ 

while I eftcem you, as a good 'writer^ I 
fliould read you without reflection. And 
it 'were doing to much honour to your 
friends, and too little to my own difcern- 
ment, to go to tht'ff! for a charafter of your 
mind, which I was able enough to extraft 
from your writings. 

But, to imitate your love of truth, with 
the franknefs you have taught me, I wifli 
the great (qualities of your heart were as 
ftroRg in you as the gcod ones. You would 
then have been above that emotion and bit'- 
ternefs, wherewith you remember things, 
which want weight to deferve your an- 
guilh. . . 

Since you were riot the writer of the 
notes to the Dumiird, it would be imperti- 
nent to trouble you with the complaint I 
intended : — I will only obferve, that the 
author was in the right, to believe me capa- 
ble of a fecond repentance ; but, I hope, 
I was 
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1 was incapable of that fecond Sm, which 
ihould have been ' previous to his fuppofi- 
tion. — If the initialletters ji. TJ. were not 
meant to ftand for my name, yetj they were 
every where, read fo, as you might have 
feen in Miji's yournal, and other public pa- 
pers ; and I had ihewn Mr. Pope an exam- 
ample, how reafonable I thought it to dear 
a miftake, publicly, which had been public- 
ly propagated. One note, among Jo 

many, would have done me this juftice : 
and the generofity of fueh a proceeding 
could have left no room, for that ofTenfive 
fneakingly, which though, perhaps, too harffi 
a word, was the propereft a man would 
phufe, who was- fatirlzipg an approbation, 
that he had never obfeived warm enough 
to declare itfelf to the world, but in defence 
of the great or the popular. - 

AcAiNjif the author of the notes knew, 
that ^. H. related not to me, what reaJon 
had he to allude to that charafler, as 
mine, by obferving, that I had publiihed 
pieces bordering upon hmbafi — a circum- 
ftance fo independent on any other pur- 
pofe of the note, that I fliould forget to 
v,'bom I am writingj if I thought it wanted 
explanation. 

As 
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As. to y9ur oblique pancgyrick, I am not 

undcrfo blind an attachment to the Goddefi 
I was devoted to In. the Dunciady but that 
I knew it was a commendation^ though a 
dirti r one than I wiflied forj who am, 
neither fond of fome of the company, in 
which I was lifted —- the noble reward, for 
which I was to become a diver ; — the 
allegoric muddincfs, in which I was to try 
my itkill ; — nor the inftitutor, of the games, 
you were fo kind to allow me a ihare in. 

SiKCE, however, you could fee, fo clear- 
ly, that I ought to be fatisfied with the 
praife, and forgive the dirt it was mixed 
with, I am forty, it feemed not as reafona- 
ble, that you Jbould pardon me for return- 
ing your compliment, with more and o- 
pener, praife, mixed with lefs of that dir- 
tincfs, which wc have, both, the good 
taAc to complain of. 

The Caveat^ Sir, was mine. — It would 
have been ridiculous to fuppofe you igno- 
rant of it : I cannot think, you need be 
told that it meant you no harm ; — and it 
had fcorned to appear under the borrowed 
name 
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n3fn&>'it carries, buttbd: tbewhimficil turii- 
of the f>refacc;- wpuld have made my own • 
a contra4i<ft^." -t'.X prorfiifeyott,' howcsrer;: 
that, for the future, I will pubUfh nothing, 
without njy.name, tbat-coiKerns yo«,;lor 
your writings.. I have, now, alnioil fi- 
niihed, j^n Ej^y on -Propriety, and Impro-. 
priety, in Dejign, Thought and ExpreJJton, il- 
lujiratedy by examples, in both Kinds,Jr6m the 
Writings of Mr, Pope; and, to convince 
you how much more pleafure it gives me, 
todiftinguifli your lights, than yonx Jhades i 
—~ and that I am as wiUing ,as I ought 
to be, to fee, and acknpwlcdge my faults ; 
I am ready, with all my heart, to la it. 
run thus, if it would otherwife create the 
leaft pain in you : — An Efjay on Pr&prie,tyy 
and Impropriety, &c. illuftrated by Rxarr^leSf 
of the firjif jrom the Writings of Mr Pope, 
and of the laji^from tbofe if. the Author, 

I AM forry to. hear you fay, you never 
Uiought any great inatters . of your poetry.. 
~ — It is in, piy opinion, the chara<3:eriftic 
yDu are to hope your difiinBion from : To 
be bone/i is the duty of every plain man ! 
nor, fince the foul of poetry is fentinient; 
can a.great poet want morality. But J'Qur^ 
' you poflefs io common with, a mO-. 
Hon, 
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lion, vtho will never be remeodifid; whcre- 
aft your poetry is a peculiar^ that will make ' 
ifanqwffiblc, yott Ihould be-focgoKcn. 

"If you had riot'%een in the' J^leen, when 
you wrote me thi,.; letter,-! perfwadc my- 
fclf, y&u would not, immediately after cen- 
furing the pride of writers, have afferted 
that you, certainly huKv your moral life, ' 
above that of moft of the wits of chefe days : 
af any other tkne,' you would have remem- 
bered, that humiiity is a moral virtue. It 
was a bold declaration ; and the certainty 
with which you know it, ftands in need 
oi'ahttteTacqua'ntance, than you feem to 
have had with the tri^e ; fince you tell me, 
io.the fame letter, that many of their names 
were unknown to you. 

Neither would it appear, td your own 
reafon, at a cooler junfture, over- confident 
with the morality you are fo' fure of, to fcat- 
tcr the letters of the wHole alphabet, annexed 
at random, to charaflers of. a light and ri- 
diculous caft, confufedly, with intent to. 
provoTce jealous writers, into -refentment, 
that you mighttake'occafion, from that re- 
fentment, to expofe and depreciate their 
ctia^aAers. " The 
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The fervices, you tell roe,; you wmild 
do Mr. Dennis, even tho' he ftiould abufe 
you, in return^ will, I hopej'^ive him feme 
title. tP expetft an exertion of your recom- 
mendatory influence in his behalf: a man, 
fo popular, as you, might fecure him a great 
fubfcription : this w.Quld mej it. to. be called 
zjervice ; and, the more the world fhould 
find you abufed in the worjfs, you had re- 
commended, To much the more glorious 
proof would they fee, that your morals 
were, in truth', as fuperior, as you rejjre&nt 
them, to thofe of your cotempprarles. Tho' 
ycii will pardon me the ^/"i J? of Wondering 
„a Iktle, how^^this declaratio'h came' to be 
n^ade to" me; whofe cohdiftdrPiibf ftariding 
inneed of fucfi7ervices,4twa^fiibC,''I 'thinki 
fd' neceflary, you fliouldhare tctken' ^'e 
trouble to talk of them. i ■" i ■ '.^■.■■ 

■ Upon the whc^e, Sir^ J rfindj^I'flm.vJi^ 
6.nccre\y your JrienJ, that- it K'riot, in your 
jjower, to make me yo\iT eoeay : elfcj thai 
anneceffary air, of negle^ ^and fuperiority, 
■which Is fo remarkaWe, ib,;the turn ofysxET 
letter, would have nettled riie.to the qu^k'^ 
and I muft triumph, in my turn, at the 
ftf^n^;th of my own heart, who can, after 
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it^ ftill find and profefs myfelf, moft afitfli- 

oriitcly'aiidfiirtfeleitely, " ' --j^ -:\ 

■-- ■ TsurbtmMe.S'emifttti:'- 

.. , , ■ ■ „; .■ ; ,,.-'; A. HlLI,. . 
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rjTP-H E, ■pU^.fure, i. W3"s.,{are .to receive 
/:*■, . with yowr letter, -brought an unexpeq- 
*?4^'?i>*B™'r.J%i^*9P^*Qyif Aom, a ysm. of 
jyv.ilr>epro^fil]tf:#i?? rujis-d^ror it; Mfhich ,1 
Sft^lMr^r, dift^gffi,- ^bana^cpunt fix; finpe 
I muft not fufpedt, without;, -wrongio J 4ny 
ideas of your equity, that you could be dif- 
pSeafed at the frepdom I took ja my ,fehti- 
mentB.' .if liaEawed ihey; had- given >iOf| 
thefqialleft pfiincE, 1; would Jwther cowjijif 
iniy;£fiay, iil>iK ^refent foujh ftat^, to-^hf 
flaine^ than tramfcribe it, eiifaer for -yoijfr 
ielf,;qf the ^siddic!'. ,. :t 

C,ql,lt!dt,G00glC 



Original Betters. ^gf^ 

Indeed it was with a kind of forefeodihg 
reludtance that I cenfured any paffage of 
your's-y and to confefs the-trulh, ffankly, 
I had only one reafon for doing k. Aftef 
I had convinced' myfelf, thofoiigly; thai 
propriety y in fome of the lights I was eonfi- 
dcring it under, had been univerfally ne- 
glefted, in poetry, I forefaw, it woiild be 
impofliblc to eftabiilh the belief of a fa£l, 
fo unlikely, without citmg the ftrongeft 
examples :•-* To do -this, from thcwopks 
of our Jeoti authors only, carried the face 
of a meanatfs, I could not tell how to ,fubmit 
to - — To; draw formal citations frc«n any 
pieces, that had appeared of qiy own (the-' 
fell enough, God knows of ^bfurdi(ies, to 
have furnifhed more proofe than I -Wanted) 
would have look'd too afluming, and filly : 
— To borrow fuch inftances out of other, 
left faulty^' cotemporaries, not however re- 
puted among the, fparkling great luminaries 
of wit, would have indue'd a mittaken 
concluiion, that, in the works' 'bft'sHore 
mafterly writers, there were no {xtch exam-" 
pies to be met with --- And now ->-- is t&ere 
a good judge in Eng^rtd {exeept onej ifrho 
will not fee and acknowledge, the rieceffity 
■ ■ ■■ -■■'■■ -■ ■■" """Aat 
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that threw me, unavoidably, updn your 

writings?- ■ ^. ■ .:.i -. • ■ -..,- ■•; rev 

. ,Hdt«[eveb, I asi . glad, at my heart, it 
was ■Ox. A — / whp: mad? .that coUetSion. 
yoa mentio^j for \ am jilraoft UBwilUng! 
to ,b§ found in' the r^bt, when, I difap- 
prove what jioi^TinftuJe has Ijeeh flaoipedbn; 
yet your- own .hon&ft argument: ([that it is 
not, eipo'^gh fo Exc'ufe a reporter of fiilfe- 
jhoods,. Ihst'.he was 'told, and .h6lie^«ed,- 
^h3t.h©.•fBublifl^ed)-mftft^eftrid meagainft* 
jtBia^vanbeh: ibirnekhepisvit ■a•fufficient■ 
3^»^ft,J|l«t■■ai^P«^^liwh;«fe 'name, in the 
^ftpt'-^ll :bo6k,'hi given "Weight -to -the! 
*;e«.ftiifes. jt pfop^tes, was not aiabor:6£ 
fome^ef, thoft'cenibres^ iincc ,whatcvec a: 
man: (eK^isHdmi to-, lie <3ugli^ fidft, -t& exa- 
mine tlie irufh of^ ; I . ' . '. ." • 

_. I >AM-;;G}rarH>ed,;while I hsaf.jfou. dif-' 
claim:^atpropenfi{yr-to-/»r9«(?a-Bti,'f^/r^^)" 
whichj.-to ipqgk .wi^h -the fcul; ^f-^ fti^d^ 
ieei^,'^ m?i,tl>e ^pflyj^o/ oa'yoya: dharac-.. 
ler.-i.^-tli3if« afc all of )43,'-in foiixc Hghtfe^or. 
othcfrthe fiffies of (ip^natu^aJ fiailtjeE ; and^ 
,wh?H' .^. foPfr \VJvh. the wiirnjlhi; that be-- 
jCQmp&,a great mijldy ,teU» .me iwwciar.he 
is from defpifing defe£ls in men's^^/ai — 
Dcrer 
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never feeling any contempt but for the dirt 
of their anions ; I am fure he fays nothing 
biit what he firmly believes to be true. And 
yet there are Pieces, well known to be bis, 
many paflages whereof no man, Icfsappris'd 
th^n hiriifelf of his heart's fecret vieWs and 
intentions, can read, without being ftroflgly 
CMivinc'd of a fcorn, that TCgArds genius bn- 
ty: tho', if he loves you but halffofin- 
cerely as I do, you have no fooner difa- 
vow'd the defign, than he concludes, the 
imputation Was groundleft; 

In the mean time, 'tis pity that a thinker, 
to humane and benevolent, fhould indulge 
an ambiguity, in the turn of his expreflionj 
that fcatters gall, which" his heart never li- 
cens'd; fince I believe it a general truth, 
that men, of the openeft and honefteft na- 
tures, fooner catch, fire at cmte'mpty than 
opprejion. — And, as to any dirtinefs in acti- 
ons, which take birth from effed: of fuch in-*- 
fiuence, we may conclude, from thofe irre- 
fiftible little fallies of /ary, whereby even a-" 
mong undefigning and innocent infants, we 
fee brother precipitated into outrage againft 
broiber, immediately upon any cold provo- 
cation oifcorki thdt there is nothing immordt 

Vol. n. Dd in 
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in what may be done, or declar'd, too oifcn-f 
fively, under impreffions fo violent, fo iifc- 
vpluntary, and natural. 

After all this grave ^e trf'spdogy, ^ 
am an abfolute ftranger to the grounds i^pon 
which thofe -men, you refer to, proceeded. 
—Nay, I am fo, for the moft part, evei^ 
to the meafurei by which they p^ovok'd 
you: All the reafon, indeed, that I have fox 
giving you any of wy thoughts on the fuh- 
jed:, is deriv'd from your own ftarting iota 
it (a Uttlc digreffively) immediately after 
hinting fome pccafions you had to lament, 
that I knew you lefs juftly, as a man^ than^ 
zpoet. — I will appeal to impartial Pofterity> 
whether I do not know you much better,, 
in both lights, than ten thoufand of thofe 
pretending efieemets, of whofe aiFe£tion yo« 
think yourfelf furer. It will never be in my 
will, nor my power, to tranfmit fuch a pic- 
ture, as yours, without its heft, and moft 
beautiful Hkenefs : I Ihall leave to dulIerZ)«/f A 
painters in criticifra, their unenvicd deligh^ 
to draw markers. And know very well, for 
my own part, that I ihould but difgrace ths 
defir'd reputation ofmy^en«7,ifImifs'd the 
lancet too wid^Jy^ in a. piece: which 
muft 
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foiift expefl: to be compar'd with originals 
bf the fame, by many different makers. 

Tho* I acquit you of any further alludoii 
to me, than by that retroipedt glance, ert 
pajlani, I have, affeSitonately, caught the 
occafion of pointing out, to one of the leaft 
intentionally guilty among men, a feeming 
fsrtnefs of fpirit in himfelf, which he wiU 
eafilyjfeii/, when he looks for j and which, 
tvhenevcr he does find, and guard againft, 
by fubmitting his wit to his philojopby, he 
■Will become the moft unnatural good man 
inthcworldj for he will leave himfelf not 
tifauHj to be blam'd for! 

As to myfelf, who was borri to mix fin 
with repentance, I plead guilty to all fuch in* 
diiSments, as you,.in that place, /7-{/^«? to my 
incmory. — I was always too perceptibly 
quick, in my apprehenfion of contempts^ or 
indignities: — A temper, which would have 
teen as unpardonable, as I confefs it to be 
^eaky and filf-mortifying-y but that the 
fault, tho' of too fwelling a nature, leaves 
no voids for admiffion of malice. — It is aa 
offenfive, indeed, but recoaaleablc imbc- 
D d 2 cilli^ 
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ciUity of mind: Shake fpear felt, and uildcr^ 
ftood it, very finely. 

" It carries anger, as the flint does ^re! 
" Wbrch, being ftruck, throws out a hafty 

JPark, 
" And then, grows cold again.—- ^'* 

Yet I will endeavour toredrefs this wrong 
bent in my temper, and make way for the 
redlificatioD, you are fo good as to fliew me 
my WANT OF.— And thus,' my commerce of 
friendjhipj as in traffick, lefs generous, there 
is ofFer'da mutual exchange of advantages:— 
Something, always, to give and to gain: 
and this makes both ^es more rich, and 
more fatisfy'd. — What a lofs, then, have 
unfoclal and vain difpofitions, which by a 
fullen feclufion from thefe rights oif reproof, 
and plain dealing, cut off all the kind ufe of 
correction! — human nature^ let it be as fuf- 
ceptible oi grace as it can, never yet wanted 
pride enough to make mortifications, of 
this kind, a requijite. Far from hating our 
friends for a little faithful, tho" unwelcome. 
ejperityy let us think hinty of all men, «»- 
bappieji, who has never been blefs'd with an 
enemy. 

And 



dt, Google 



Original Letters. 405 

And now let me alk you (with a tranfition 
very fafhionably abrupt and uncritical) — 
How is your good and great friend, lord 
■B — — J to be reach'd ? — You will fcarce 
think I mean, — to be emulated! ours is an 
age, that expofes fuch an old-fafhion'd poli- 
tician, as HE is, to voiyfear^ fooner than tjiat 
of a rival. I have a packet to fend hitn, ? 
nttle too large for the poll. It is a manu- 
fcript piece, which I purpofe to dedicate to 
him, when publilh'd. But it would be pru- 
dence, and decency, as affairs ftand at pre- 
fent, to wait his permiflion, after reading 
it: not that there is anything nice, or ex- 
ceptionable, in the fubjedt; and, lamfure, 
J have no need to add, tho' I fpeak of a de~ 
dicationy that mine has no wVici, like a mo'7 
dern one. If you will be fo kind, as to think 
how itmay reach my lord's hands, I fiiall, 
in a few days, fend it open, to yours; beg- 
ging you, iirft, to perufe, and then give it a 
feal, and a forwarding. If you will have 
the goodnefs to authorize fuch a trouble, 
pleafe to dp it under a direction, like your 
lift, to 

5/r, ycurs, &c. 

Pd3 A.Hill, 
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]prom Jpr. George Sewell to Mr. A, H;i,^ 
on bis CreatioDt 

AS a ftranger I fhould make fome apo* 
logy for writing to you, but the fe- 
^ion of the times Has fo much altered the 
rules of addrefs, that you arc now in the 
cafe of a South Sea director, who may re-, 
ceive a hundred letters with as little clain^ 
to an acquaintance, as the prefent comes. I 
believe indeed you are too like thofe gentle- 
men, and by propofing a new fund to quit 
fcores with mufes, and raife their antient 
credit, intend only to fhow, you are, or witt 
be, the richeft man in the poetical ftocfc. 
Yet, Sir, your freedom in criticifing thq 
works of otherSjleaves me no room to doubt, 
that you will pardon fome portion of the 
fame fpirit, tho' it fhould happen to fiiU 
even upon that performance, where others 
are cenfur'd. I am no more a critic, than 
your preface has made me, and yet mc- 
thinks the Poem contradidls the rules pf 
the Preface, and is guilty of thofe very faulty 
}t condemns. Moil therefiwe of my obfer- 
Y^tic^j - 
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TjidonB wJH be arrows drawn from your 
own quiver, which indeed afFed: not the 
main of' your poetical armour, but may m^ke 
a tinkling on your fliield, like the dart that 
Priam flung at Pyrrbrn. 

■■ ' 'Telum imbelkjine iSiu 

Coiyecit i rauco ^d protiTius are repulfum. 

By fuch an apology I would introduce my- 
felf fo much into your favour, as to let me 
know the meaning of this fentence, page 
the 5th of the Preface, " You look upon 
** Mr. Pope, as to a new conllellation break- 
** ing out upon our world, with equal heat 
" andr brightnefs, and crofs-fpankUng, as it 
" were, the whole heaven of wit with his 
*•' mitky-'way of genius." 

The firft part of the allulion is juft and 
and weH-chofen, and had you ended at the 
word brigbtnefs, no fault I think could have 
been found, but to ftretch the metaphor to 
CTok'Jpankiing^ heaven of wit, milky-way if 
genius, is not only loading the metaphor, till 
we are tired, but brings in an abjurdity, con- 
trary to z^ngle CO njiellation, by atlding the 
milky- way of gem'us. The reraaindeir of the 
Preface makes large amends, and wante no 

p raife of mine. ■ 

D d 4 In 
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In the Poem I can't comprehend the 
third line, 

** Begot exifience^ and bid being be ! 

The Almighty i&hiAdmg fomething that -jiat 
not exifi ; to bid that be, which was^ is no cf- 
fe£l of Omnipotence, but by the pofition 
of the words. Being was, and thereof could 
not be bid to be. Byjbmetbing tbat was not^ 
I mean a nullity, or what the fcbools call/ri- 
vation, or non ens. 

Line the 14th. 

* For darknefs, brooding on the deep, had 
nation overlaid.' 

The image of overlaying feems too mean, 
^nd low in the great work of the creation ; 
beiides that, it is an image drawn from a 
iaik, that mufl be fubfequent to the crea- 
tion, and therefore improper in this place : 
at Icaft the firft part of the observation 
makes it contradift your own rule in the 
Preface. 

* On one fide, 
* And on my left fide,' 

l^oth in the fame ilanza* 

Stanza 
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Stanza the 2d. 

* Here cry 'd, the mighty /crmer, draw a line, 
' AU above t&is be mine f ■ ' ' 

I pan't help thinking, but that the fcconcl 
verfe is unbecoming the dignity pf the fpeakr 
er, 'and is more like a morn's taking poffeC- 
fion of a little fpot of earth, than the great 
creator making a divifion of his works. 

Stanza the i^i 
From the 18th line, the images of the Rofi 
and the Lilly, are rather pretty, or fuited to 
the Anacreontic, than the boldnefs and fub- 
limity of the Pindaric writing j they are 
too light and wanton for this place in my 
opinion. The word, for ornament in the 
laft, to my ear, flings that excellent Unc in- 
to profe ; but you, who are better acquaint- , 
ed with the mufic of theic numbers, are tjip 
heft judge. 

Stanza the 4th. 

< Thefe charms below 

Withj^ffi/^ beauty feem to plead, ' 
That heaven Ihould pay them h^<ckJome 
Jhow /' 



dt, Google 



4IO OKiciNAt Letters. 

I can no way reconcile this quaintnefs of 
feeking out for little beauties, and turns of 
thought* td the Energy of the diviae M^* 
Jefty, when fcprefented as fpeakiftg* Be- 
fide that, the word Jhffw is wretchedly tri- 
vial, if you will give me leave to fay fo, and 
what you would not have bprfle m another 
writer. The fame objeftioft aflfeiSs, 

Twas/^/V, and done. 

There are, you know, fome phrafes, that 
by familiar ufe, on every trifling occaiion, 
lofe their force, fo as to be urifit for any 
kind of verfe, except the burlefque, wliich, 
is the misfortune of this exprcffioh. Who 
does not think Ci Prior when .he reads this, 

* So JaiJj Co done, ike gods content. 

* And both into the parlour went I 

The defcriptions of the Sun and Mooa in 
this Stanza, are of the fame kind of tum^ 
as the Lilly and the Ro/e in the preceding, 
but' far more beautiful, and lefs liable to 
the former obje<3:ion. 

Stanza the 5th. 

* Bring forth, O fea ! 

Tho 
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The intcijcftion is rather precatory, tha» 
pnperative^ and therefore thou is more fig- 
nificant here, and ye t0 die^;^ and^/t>«^ . 
In this ftanza and the following, there are 
fome philofophical terms, which are not ve- 
ry poetical, and I doubt not, ■ but by the 
example of FirgiJy a way might be found 
to exprefs in the Engljjh, as he does in the 
Latin tongue, the fame ideas, without mak- 
ing iffe of the technical wcn'ds : the ma- 
pagement of which difficult fubjeft I re- 
commend to your improving genius ; for it 
is one thing to be forced upon them by the 
nature of the fubjed, as Lucretiui was, and 
another to chufe to give philofophy all the' 
charms of Poetry, without the harihnefs of 
terms, as Virgil has incomparabty done. 

■ Then drawn by betkning infHnd — ^ 

lnfiin£i and heckning are a conti'adi&ion in 
terms, infiinB being an impulfive motion 
from within, and beckning the a& of ^sxex- 
temal objeSf^ 

Stanza, the 6th. 

I beg pardon, for thinking tiatthe>&(*«(/ 

fiare of the Beary and the graadty of the 

Goat, 
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Gcatj are rather objefts of ridicule than ad- 
miration ; at Icaft we have been ufcd to look 
at them in that light, and it will be a hard 
matter to corrcft our ideas. 

Stanza .the 7th. 
' I find, feid he, their wants one labour^ 
more, 
* And then the work is good, 
5 And be ttfo, ere yet I give it o'er, 

Thefe lines feem to me very imperfeft, as 
labouring both with a lownefs of th6ught, 
and weaknefs of expreflion ; they are rather 
a copy oi Ovid' % Jupiter, than Afe/Ji's God. 
Jlere is a chain of reafoning in IJind^ which 
is inconfiflent with the divine attributes, all 
whole motions are in/iantaneom ; the word 
labour le0en^ the idea of the Cr^tor ftill 
more, and ere I give it o'er flattens the whole, 
and makes it Unworthy of Mr. HiU. 

The thought of collecting, from all parts 
of. the earth, the feveral dufts of which man 
was to be competed, is, I think, one of the 
moft noble and beautiful, I ever faw : and I 
would fain know, if it be new, for I fancy 
to have read it in one of tjie fethcrs, thq' \ 
dare not be politive. 

Stj^nza 
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Stanza, the 8th. 

I WISH there was a tranfpofition of the 

four laft lines, for k would end with more 

majtifty, with 

" Be mindful be^ who made thee, can deftr(y*'. 

Sir, you fee by the ftile, that thefe remarks 
were written in haAe, with no other delign, 
than that of amufing myfelf : but fince you 
have requefted me to difcover my weaknefs 
to you, I hope you will fo hx ipare me, as 
to laugh at them in private. Think my 
judgment, if you pleafc wrong in every o- 
ther point, (o you believe it but right, as I 
am fure it is, in being. 

Tours £cc. 

G. Sewell. 



I Have many things Co thank you for, and 
while I own myfelf greatly your, debtor, 
I am forry to be an infolvent one ;you afcribe 
more to me, and lefs to yourfclf, than we 
both defervej your Poem of Gideon (fo, I 
hope, you will call it ) fets out in a very no- 
ble manner, and I obferve with pleafure the 
■ .new political turn, you propofe to give it.— 
Mo- 
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Monarchy is the beft of gOTcmmeftts, aiict 
liberty is the greateftof bleffings; if Uiey gc* 
feldom together, if one rifes by force, or 
Hides imperceptibly into vnmaflc'd, o^ 
maik'd tyranny, (for there is tyranny of both 
forts, and the laft, perhaps the woi-ft) if 
the other degenerates into licence (for li- 
cence is- liberty run mady which tears, ^d 
nungles, and deAroys faer own form) let 
them appear ttmted in your Pcwm, as they 
are in the reafon of diings, and ai they artt 
defigncd to be in i^^ by the trife . prinei- 
plesofthe SW/jc/fe conflitu^on} thefe hiivtt 
been often recall'd Co the minds of in«i« 
and are fufHciently known; but thsU ipiriS^ 
which can alone render them atflive, has not 
yet been cais'd, and he, who is a patriot in 
ipeculation, is the fool of a court, or the in- 
ftrumentofa faction in practice; let it be the 
mufe's taflc to raife this fpirit; to fen the 
dying embesrs of zeal for the publick, and 
to fire the minds of thofe, with the glorloBS 
ambition of patriots, to. whom nature has 
given the talents and fortune the means, c^ 
being fuch: — Political, like religious miffio-- 
narie«, may teach us our duty in dida^c 
difcourfes, but we feel, that oratorj?- and 
poetry ii maehjnoffc neceiEiry to animate in 
oael 
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(nx^ <:a^, 1ik$ fpe^i^ grace, which, we be- 
lieve, dete^tnines in the other; and thus the 
paflloiis of the heart are fet^on the iide of 
vertue, till vcrtue becomes the objcfl of our 
predominate jaffion. 

- While you exprefs a doidfj you Ihew ex- 
freiliely well, how fatire fliouldbe manag'd: 
Horace fheer'd vice into ridicule : Juvmtd 
k(h'd it: Perjius might have done fome- 
thing, of both kinds, if he had ftudied to 
be intelligible, inftead of affefting obfcurity> 
your prcfcnt taik is very different from 
Theirs; they confidered men, as individualsf 
you are to confider them, as members of 
fociety ; they pijnith'd, as civil laws punifh, 
particular men, and particular vices: your 
iatire muftbe dlreftcd, like the great fandtion 
of the law of nature.by which whole focieties 
are affefted coercively: every example of 
the neceflary tendency, which national vice 
has to the mifery, and national virtue to the 
happinefs of fociety, is a leffon of the fubli- 
meft fort; it fets nations, and heroes, as ex- 
amples, in our view. The Epopsa ftoops 
iao lower, and if it could make^ as well as re- 
ward heroeSj and patriots, it would have full 
fuc- 
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fiiccels; a few of thefe would lead or drivej 

or conftrain the many, and nations might 
be fav'd from beggary, oppreffion, and feiri- 
tude, as it were, infpiteofthemfelves. 

The difficulty, I have to write, hinders 
me from faying more, but I could not for- 
bear faying thus much of the Poenl^ and 
the Poet: no fubjeft is more worthy to em- 
ploy a generous mind, and no man is fo 
likelyto fucceed in it, ds you, fir, who jpiii 
to the heroical genius of poetry, heroical fen- 
timents of the heart. I am, fir, with much 
eftccm, 

Ihur mfl Obedient 

0^.25,1747. Humble Servant 

H. S.L. BOLINGBROKE^ 



ALet^ 
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A Letter from Lord Bolinbroke to 
. A. Hill, Efq; 

SIR. Twickenham, July 21, 1738. 

IH A V E read, fince I came hither, with 
Mr. Pope^ The Enquiry into the merit of 
^affinatioHy The Tragedy of C^sar, and 
the Dedication, by which you intend much 
honour to my name : if the treatife has not 
entirely convinc'd me, that C^sar was a 
Patriot, it has convinc'd me, at Icaft, in fpite 
of all, ancient, and modern prejudices, that 
he was fo, as much as PompeY; and that li- 
berty would have been as fafe in his hands, 
as in the other's. ^ 

The Tragedy is finely wrote; the Cha- 
rafters are admirably well drawn ; the Sen- 
timents are noble, beyond the power of 
words, and the Expreffion, dignified as it is, 
can add nothing to their fublime.—We have 
doubted, Mr. Pope and I, whether, in fome 
few inftances, the utmofl: effort of language 
has not obfcur'd the Beauty and Force of 
Thought. — If it became me to fay cfny 
thing more of the Dedication than this, that 
by infcrtbing to me one of the nobleft Dra- 
ma's, that our language, or any age can 

Vol. II. Ee ' boaft 

Li. .,,1 .Cpogk' 
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boaft, you tranfmit my charadter to pofte- 
rity, with greater advantage, than any I 
could have given it; J would lay, that I feel 
a laudable vanity to be thought the Friend, 
as well as Admirer of fo great a Writer, and 
Aould thcfcfore be ftill better pkafed, if 
you treated me in a ftile, lefs elevated, and 
iefs diftant from that ^miliarity, which I 
ihall always be extremely glad to hold with 
you. I am> Sir, moft fincerely. 

Tour mofi obedient , 

and mofl humble Servant, 

H. S. L.BdtlNBKOKE. 



ItiiEndof the Se^nd Volume, 
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